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T HF.E worst cnemy of voluntaryismn is the man
* hvo defends voluntaryism run mad.JUDGING fromn the disclosures made at a recent

election trial it does not take a ncwv party long
ta, faîl into some af the worst habits ai the

aid anes.

Pl RESBYTERIAN people cannot meditate taa
long or too seriously on Principal Raiuîy's

late saying that the Frce Church af Scotland bas
"«more influence " and 'aiess autbority " than it laver
bad. Ta try ta exercise ecclesiastical authority
without intellectual, moral and spiritual influence
is the sliortest and surest îvay ta, wreck a church or
congregation.

DR. WHYTE, of FEdinburgb, says in anc ai his
IDrecent lectures that no kind of reading mat-

ter shouid make a pastor more anxiaus ar more
humble than lis owvn visiting list and communion
rail. There is fia kind af literature published in
Canada that should makec a Presbyterian mare
tboughtful than the Blue Book, especially the cal-
unin that reports the additions by profession of
faith, and the vacant coiumns that report no collec-
tion.

THE Presbytery ai Toronta did a highiy pro-
per tbing the ather day whlen it nominated

Dr. Gregg as Moderator of the next Generai As-
sembly ; but wve are flot so certain that it was quite
rîglit when it ailowcd the Doctor ta itbdraw bis
naine. In the Church, as at prescrit constitutcd, Dr.
Gregg bas neyer been Moderator of anything larger
than a session. We are quite aware that Dr. Gregg
cares nothing about such honors; but we are
cquaiiy well aware that lie bas many influentiai
friends in the Cburch, some aif homn think that be
bas been passed over ina the distribution af banors,
because he is a modest, humble-mindcd, Christian
genfleman, wvha neyer pushes bimself nor allaws
others ta push hini. The Churcli cannat afford ta
allow any such feeling ta exist in regard to a
minister oi Dr. Gregg's character and standing.

WE bave reason ta, know that sanie of aurWreaders enjayed a quiet cbuckle over the
ciever letter af" A Cou ntry Reade r" publishcd in
these coiumns a fortnight ago. There is na little
farce ina Mone of the points made by our racy cor-
respondent; but in anc particular bis letter may be
a trifle misieading. Ile says le is warking as best
h2 can"1 under a shawer af seventy-five autside ap-
peais, and as many inside ones." That mi-y be al
truc, and his congregation may be wrestling heroic-
ally with the hundred and fifty appeais; but the
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Iliard fact remains that thc Cliturch answers ail the
appeals withi one dollars and sixty-nine cents per
annum. What difference doos it makze if therc
werc a lbundred and fifty thousands appeais if th~e
giving keceps beiaw a dollar and sevcnty cents per
member. The amounitgivcn, flot the amauint askcd
is the truc meas tire af liberality.

S TRANGE is it flot thaL. the two mast attrac-
tive nationalities in the civilized wvorld should

bc the tivo that constantly raise doubts about their
capacity for self-government. There is no more
attractive man in the world than a Frenchman, ex-
cept it bc a %vell bred Irishman;. and yet there is
grave doubt on the minds of many tboughtfl peo-
pic as to whether Ireland and France can govern
themselvcs. Self-control is absolutcdy essentiai to
self-government ; and that is the quality in îvhichi
bothi nationalitics seem to bc lacking %vhen on
their owvn soil. Many people are wiliing ta give
Home Rule a fair trial but the Home Rule menm-
'bers by dividing and sub-dividing killed Home
Rule themselvcs. France may have a revolution
any day. Ulster mnen might govern themselves if
alone ; but Ulster andi the South ini onc parlia.
ment house miglit make things as lively as they
did in the French Chambers the other day.

T HE Home Mission Committce (WVestern Sec-
tion) have asked the Gencrai Assembly ta

enact that ail graduatîng students and ministers
receivcd from other chuirches be required to give
anc year's service in the mission field before being
eligibie for a cail. Opposition ta this proposai
will corne mainiy from students and frorn vacant
cangregations. At bottoni the question is
wliether students and vacant cangregations rule
the Church. l'le question is an aId one, and, dur-
ing ail the tume it bas been discusscd, %ve have
neyer heard hall a dozen f4iriy good judges say the
arrangement %vouid not be highly beneficial ta the
Church as aw~hole. It should be remembered, too,
that the best students always carry aut loyally and
enithusiastîcal; any reasonable regulations the
Church may make. It svould be easy ta name
ministers now occupying influentiai positions in the
Church %vho voluntarily gave more than a year
after graduation to Home Mission work. Let the
regulatian be made, and students wvbo do flot like
it can appiy any remedy they deern proper. The
best students will aiways bec illiag to do wvhat
the Church needs to have done. As regards min-
isters from other churches, if they do not like aur
regulations thcy can remain awvay. There is fia
special need for theni, and there is special
need for gooci men on the Home Mission
field. The opposition that comes fromn vacancies
-sanie of them may have cvictcd tlheir aId pastors
-shouid nat be considered very formidable. The
Ohurcli shouid not be ruled by its vacancies ; and,
anyway, a graduate with a years experience in the
mission field is likelv ta make the best pastar.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEET-
INGS.

AT this season af the year annual congregationaiAmeetings are very mucb in evidence.
During the past ten days those of mnany ai the city
churohes have been heid, and many more over the
country generaiiy. It is a time af much anxiety ta
ministers, members of sessions, boards of managers,
and those at the bead of the many organizatians
TIow found in al aur cangregatians. It is pleasant
ta observe that a spirit ai harmony and goodwill is
generaily reported as prevailing at these meetings,
and a wide-spread interest is showvn for the most
part in congregationai work, evidenced by the large
attendance usaally present. In many cases the
meetings combine business with social good cheer,
which, wbere it can be conveniently donc, makes a
happy combination. Without almost an excep-
tion the city churches report an increase ta mcm-
bership already, irn many cases, quite large, so large,
indeed, as must make anything liike efficient pastoral
oversight by the minister alone, added ta al bis
oCher congregationai and public duties, a most
formidable, and, in înany cases, an impossible under-
takîng. Only the most thorough a nd efficient
organization ai sessions, aided by other pious and
qualifled men and women in a congregation, can
overtake this department of work. Judging from
the reports presented the inference wauld be war-
ranted that the spiritual lufe ofthe congregatians is
generally in a hetlthy state.

[JAN. 23rd, 1895.

lu ecvidence ai this il is satisfactory tu observe
that, althaugh the past ycar hias been anne, accord-
ing ta general reports, ai great depressian ina many
kinds of businss,-yct deficits in the ordinary
revenue ai congregations arc comparativeiy rare,
and thîe contributions ta the benevalent svork of the
Church at home and abroad bave not only been
kept up, but, in rnany cases, are ina advancc ai last
year. It is a good evidence ai thc powver ai reli-
gion wvIen it reaclics the purse, and, even in ycars
ai depression, not only keeps up, but incrciscs thc
sunis given ta religious and charitable abjects.
Tbe number and variety af thc gaod works engag-
cd in by most af thecocngregations catinot failt t
strike every reader afi their reports, and cal for
large sunis of money. In Toronto alone thecse run
up iuta many tbousands. Mortgages ta à very
handsome amouint, wbiclî many of the dhurches are
privileged ta pnssess, are, for the most part, judici-
ausly kcpt in the back-ground. Their exact
amouint, in some cases, is stated ; ina a mucb greater
x'umber a disc'-eet silence respecting themn is ob -
scrved.

Large Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, Christian
Endeavor Socities, B3ands ai Hope, Mission B3ands,
Ladies' Aid Societies, and Homec and Forcigna
Missionary Societies, Mission Churches 4nd other
Christian activities are maintaincd sanie or al af
them niracannection with mc'st ai the congreations.
When anc reflectl; that the pulpit, the man in the
pulpit, the regular return of the Sabbath and its
observance as a day ofsacrcd test and îvorship, are the
main outward agencies by whidh aIl this good wark
is set gaingand kept going, tbe value ai these-tbcir
unspeakable value-becomes very evident. For if aur
pulpits shauld ceasetuobceoccu pied andbecomesilent;
aur Sabbaths turned ita a day, not oiworship and
hoiy activity bt aif simple cessation froni toit, or
ai pIea.%ure-secking,--can any anc bel iove that these
beneficent, elevating and licaven-born, as îvel as
heavenward-leading, labors afdisintcrcsted love and
goodness %wauid be continucd ? The pulit losing
its powver ! Ina the broad sense ini wbicb this terrm
is usually understoad, thc pulpit nover had s0 much
pawer as noî. And this blessed pover is graxing,
because, ira spite af ail draîvbacks and antaganising
farces at work, it is beizng more and ihore support-
cd by an ever-increasing body ai Christian people ta
wvhom, under God, it supplies constant energisîng
force, and frani svhich again itdraîvs encouragement
and support. May the Spirit ai God descend ira
large and stili larger measure upan ait aur tuifisters
and cangregatians, and multiply and bless their
labors manifold and make theni more blessed and
still mare a blessing.

THE ZS UPRIZME COURT 'S D1ZCISIONS
ON THIIROIfIBITJOhTr ISSUE.

T UE supprcssed and araxions interest ivith
wvich the advocatcs ai Prohibition bave for

montbs been awaiting the decision of the Supreme
Court upon the test case submitted ta it lias, at
last, by its recent decisions, been relieved. This
decision is prabably sucli as many expected,
though it is nat that îvhicli those who have wrouglt
so long and liard in the cause af Prohibition ini
Ontario would rnast desire, since Sir Oliver
Mowat promised ta bring in a proiîibitory act
for thc province sliould it be iound that thc local
legiqlature had tbe power ta enact sucb a measure.
It does fiat fail ov, aoi course, that it wvould hai e
carried in thc Provincial Legislature had it been
itroduced, although it caranot be doubted that, if

flot notv, at souni vould have carried, for the farce ai
public apiniôn is sastrangly ina favor ai Prohibition,
as shown by thc plebiscite, that if thc present
Legislature would fiat pass Prohibition, another
îvould soon bave been elected svhich wouid. Thc
wisdoin ai the course pursued by Mr. Moîvat and
bis gavernment for the cause ai temperance, in
refusing ta pass a prahibitory racasure until thc
question of authority n'as settled, is non' abund-
antly evident. For had lie donc so, and it lad
been found, as iL lias been, ina thc opinion ai the
Suprý:me Court, that it ivas ultra vires, and the
whle system, ai lice nsc set aside, as wvould have
been thc case, n'hat a h1gb cari,' val of free selli ng
ai drink we should non' have had.

The decision wvhicli has been reradered furniishes
a beautiful illustration ai the aid saw that Il doctars
diffcr.t ' In only tîvo ai the questions submittcd
ta it n'as the decision ai the Court unanimous,
namely that thc Provincial Legisature lias flot the
power ta prohibit thc manufacture andimportation


