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PLEASANT HOURS.

I

" A Mother's Gift.

T‘xe’ following lines were written by a*

mother inside s Bible which she gave her boy
whdn he left home :
LS

REMEMBER, love, who gave you this,
When other days shall come;
When she who had thy earliest kiss
Sleeps in her parrow home.
Remember, twas a mother gave
The gift to one shie'd die tosave.

That mother sought pledge of love
The holiest, for her son:
And from the gifts of (iod nbove
! She chose a gowdly one:
dhe chose for her beloved boy,
. The guide to light, and life, and jo¥y s

And bade him keep the gift—that when
‘The parting hour should come,

‘I'hey might have hope to meet again
In her sternal home.

She said his faith in this would be

Sweet inceuse to her memory.

And should the scoffer, in his pride,
Langh that foud gift to scorn,
And bid him cast that gift aside,
. "Yhat he from youth had borne—
~She bade him pause, and ask his breast
If he or she had loved him best ?

A parent’s blessing on Lier son
Goes with this holy thing;

The love that would retain the one
Must to the other cling.

{emember, ’tis no idle toy:

A mother’s gift. Remembel, boy !
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THE LORDS NAM

E DAY.

BY THE REV. W. ¥. CRAFTS.

t: \When eight days were accomplished, his
name was called Jesus, ' —LuKe 2. 1L

Ngw YEAR'S DAY is sometinwes ealled
the Lord’s Name Day, because the Maviour,
cight days after his birth, was called
«Jesus " the name which the angels had
told his mother to call him ; and New
Year's Day is eight days alter Chiristinas—
the time wheu we celebrate the birth of
Christ, reckoning both days as the Jews
Lid.  Let us make to-day a Lord’s Nawe
Day, by thinking about the names of Jesus
as n sort of rosary in our hearts,

] hold in my hand a rosary of beads,
such as is used by the people in the Ruman
Catholic Church, and also by some heathen
worshippers of 1dols, to count their prayers.
They put the thumb and finger on one
Lead, and hold it while they say the prayer
s fist as they can wamble 5 and then they
take hold of the next bead, and hurry
thieugh another prayer aund so on till
they et around where they stavted, Then
they know they have siid s nty prayers
.« therc are beads in the rosary. They
think God wili be pleased if they say a

_ great many prayers with their lips, even

though they do not stop to think what they
are saying in their words. God tells us
that he would rather have us pray a few
words, and think about them, than to say
a great many words without our hearts
talking to him.

Prayers that we say without thinking
what we ave. saying, fall to the ground.
God does not hear them. Only the prayers
that have the love of our hearts behind

them fly up to heaven.  Our loving
thonghts about God make wings for our
wonls, 50 that they way reach the throue
of God.

But there is a kind of rosary
that we may have in our hearts, out of
sight, that would be pleasing to God, and
very appropriate for this Lord’s Name
Day. This rosary would not be made of
Deads, but names of Jesus, of which there
are move thau a hundred. Please hunt
tliem oub in the Bible, and stop over each
one as if you were holdiug a bead, and
gay @ ¢ What does this mean ? What does
it tell me about Jesus, and what he can do
for me and for others ?”

The first name you will find that was

. giveu to the Qaviour, was that which God

spoke to Adam and Eve when he called
Jesus ‘‘the seed of the woman,” 8o that
they might kuow that Jesus would be born
as  little habe, that he might win the love
of chitldien.

One of the other names that was first
giveu to the Qaviour was this: “A Star
out of Jacob ;7 a name that was given
him by the prophe Balaam,  That was to
show men that as the star sheds light in
the durkuess, so Jesus would bring joy
and forgiveness to the sad and sinful hearts
of men. Moses called Jesus cur hrother,
when he said : ** A prophet sha!l the Lord
raise up unto you from your brethren, like
unto me.  Him shall ye hear.”  This telly
us that Jesus is like a big brother who
loves us very much, and is wige enough to
teach ns and guide us, and strong enough
to proteet us aganst those who would do
us harin,

David called Jesus a King, because all
over the world the hearts of men and
women and children would learn to love
Jesus, aml then to obey him as their
Ruler. Isaiah ealled the Saviour by many
beautiful naumes,  He said, ©* His vame
shall be ealled Wonderful,” because of the
wonderful words Jesus would speak, and the
wonderful works he would do ;5 and ke said
he would also be ealled ** Couusellor,” be-
cause when people did not know what was
best to do, they would cone to the words
of Jesus in the Bible, and learn there just
what ought to be denc. And Isaiah said
Jesus \\'q\\ld also be called ¢ Mighty God,”
because God would live in his soul in such
a wonderful way that he could still the
storms upon the sea, and make a little
pread enough to feed a great waltitude,
and could heal people who were sick in a
moment, and raise to life those who were
dend.  And TIsaiah said Jesus would be
ealled the ** Bverlasting Father,” beciuse
as a father pitieth his childven, so Jesus
would pity the hearts of men.

8o Malachi called Jesus “a Refiner and
Purifier of silver,” because as the refiners
take the silver when it has come out of the
mountains all mixed with lead and rock
and dirt, and get all these impurities out
of it, to make it pure and precious silver,
so Jesus wonld drive budness out of th;
hearts of those that loved him, and make
theme pure and precious in the sight of
God, so that he would rejoice U\'cl? them
as the wonan rejoiced that fouud the lost
piece of silver.

Jolin the Baptist called Jesus a Lamb
hecause he would be gentle as a lamb; m\fi
because as the lambs were killed upon the
algars, so Jesus would die upon the cross
that men might be forgiven. Peter often
called Jesus ““the Christ,” a word which
meaits ‘anointed ;77 becanse when a man
was made king, precious ointment—much
sweeter than Cologne—was poured upon
his head, and filled the room with fra-
grance ; 80, when we speak of Jesus as
Christ, 16 means that he is a king., Jaues
catted Jesus *tthe Lord of (}‘u")ry 37 he-
cause he 1s Lord of all the angels in
heaven, as well as of the people “on the
earth.,  John called Jesus the ¢ Son of
(1ol beeanse Tong before the world was
made, or the ivst wem lved nponit, Jesus
was willl (Tie Father as his onlyNon, and
by him God made the worlds. '

Paul usually called the Saviour ‘‘our

Lord Jesus Christ.”
pame ten times in ten verses of one of his
letters. He seemed to rejoice to write the
name as that of his dearest friend. That
name reminds us that Jesus is Lord in
l‘lfaewen and King on earth ; and the word

J e_asus,’—the most precious of all the
S:}vmur & names—ineans that he shall save
his people from their sins.

S?meth‘mg that happened one New
Year's Duy-—as the Jews measuve their
year—will show you how Jesus saved the

people from their sins, The Jews wero

Jdav 1 N ' T
slaves in Keypt, and were made to work

very hard without any pay; ar re
whipped and wronged iyn 1Inn)|/xgr w::gs “aglf(el
all their little boys were killed as ‘soon as
%Aey tyvere tbolrn. God told the wicked
gyptians to let the Jews g o8 —
to another country. oS o freo—te go
The Egyptians would not obey God, :
so he sent the Angel of l)eagh }a?x:o(\xx:?\
thelr towns and eities, to kill one in evebr
house. And he told the Jews—his szy\
people—how they could save themselves
from being killed. In every house they
were Lo kill a little lamb, and take some 032
the blood and sprinkle it on the outside
of the door, so that the destroying angel
would see the mark of God’s people a%xd
pass over them. That was called the ’Pass'
over. Jesus, the Lamb of God, died on
the cross in our stead, that we ;xlight not
be punished, and saves us from sin, and
frngj the death of the soul, o
ivery boy or girl who will k
day b?fore God and ask him for :)\:rile(]mtfl)l;
Jesus’ name, will be forgiven ; and if you
10\7(:, trust, and obey Christ, as a good
child loves, trusts, and obeys his father

n‘nd. mother, then Jesus will be your
Saviour and King forever.

NELLIE'S GOLD-WEED.

BY REV. J. ¥. COWAN.

“FRANE, Frank,” cried Nellie, f
R ellie, from
corner near the old wmiue, to Whi(;h she }tlgg
::'Emyed, in one of their rambles for flowers :
1 have found the prettiest green weed
glth aflower ‘gearing a row of gold buttons
own one side, and wearin,
down ouc, , g gold bhands
Frauk ran to look. ¢ Why, itisbri
& ok, vy, it is brightey
than gold,” he said, “‘and looks like ]f 11:(?1&1
hung on a stalk. Here are more of them ;
we must carry some home to Auntie Nel) »
The children carried their gold-Wee({"
home, feeling that Auntie Nell would ba
sure to “luwo the explanation ready for
thet, ’Place it away in my room il}
morning,” she said.
Next morning Nell
. ) g D retreated from t
room with an exclamation of dismay, ¢ ?\}Il:
pr%thy flower bas all dried up 17 ’ )
ure enough, there seemed tob i
i ' e nothir
llt‘ftn()f 1!‘21 bl‘lc\f\\] lshrun?.(en skin, until Aunt‘ige
vell said, **What is that i
i Sy oo the window-
bulgt(:l}fll‘; loolltted arﬁi saw & beautiful, bright
) . 8 yellow wings were band
w;;th black, and a black border Tan m‘uuzg
t\elsm. In the outer corner weve spots of
Z:v}otv{, zut\{i \ﬂ{};enk tll;ey looked closer théy
7 that the black border was od wi
e . was dotted with
Where did it come from, Auntie, and

what i Vi
ﬁo:;er gl,a,.s it to do with my beautiful

‘It has had a great deal to do wi 0
beautiful ﬁovger, which was not awf;f)}\lvzs ‘;,!t:
all, as you might have seen had you looked
more closely, but a chirysalis hanging to
weed-stalk. 1 want you to nzti(i tha
markings of this ove closely, becanse it e
called the Monarch, or Milkweed B\;tterlﬁ .
It comes from a grub that feeds on tl))’.
milkweed, and belongs to a family that o
ie'?ltmi“mgefd vegetation. To-morrow a;:
il lo
weeﬁ.”o or some of the baby *“gold-
They found a few eggs whi |
placed under a microxggpe, }gilcglv’vedw }3’11.1
most curious little baskets. ““Oh, Aunti ‘ﬁ
evied Nellie, **is this the cradle ,bhe but,(t3 y
ﬂy‘fiﬁks her baby to sleep in 77 o
hat is the butterily’s cradle, and :
prettier one you could Knt };:;lvhf&fmd o.
baby brother in any of the stores yg\u
what pretty weaving! The slats \r.uuhee
and (10\5"‘!1 and around and ;m)undl ay 1'(:(:1 s
lar‘l‘y as in the finest hand-work.” S
1t is tou small and fiue for hand-wor

Auntie.” »

He calls him by that ~

Jase

““Yes, or Yooin-work, either,”

admiringly. ' ® e
“Then" what kind of work wodld 7%
call it9"” j ol
“The most delicate and_perfect o iv
work, which is Mother Nature® mhf
work,” said Auntie. oy hand!
 And that, 1 know, ineans God S.,h&n 1
work, which 1 read ol in the Bible:
the.children were right.

PUPENOERS e

At the King's Feast
BY MARY BRADLEY.

ArpHovso, fitly named The Wise,
Had, as kings should, ohservant €ye®
f\‘ud seeing, when his pages fed, ]
They asked no blessing un their breads
Iie thought it not Leneath his state—
Since kings must have an equal care
Like t.be good God, for small and 8"30“;/
An object-lesson to prepare.

Bo all the rosy troop oue day,

Half in delight, and half dismay

(F.m‘ this was an unheard-of thing),
Dined with His Majesty the king.

As royal guests each had his place
According to the deep design,’

And each was served by royal graces
With meats, and sweets, and daintics B¢

But while they feasted sumptuouslys
Ancther guest of mean degree,

A ragged, rude, unb.dden guest,
Pushed himself in among the rest ;
And with no reverence to the kings
'O‘r word of thanks or lovk of shame,
Yook of the best of everything—
Then went as careless as he came.

A dozen pairs of boyish eyes

Looked on, the whil}(,e, in f‘llumb surpris®
]}ut, the man gone, a rightcous rage
%:welled in the breast of every pageé: ,»
** Ungrateful! Shameless ! Impudent’
They cry aloud ; and all agree

ihat sharp and sudden punishment
Should follow such a wretch as he.

But'the wise monarch, having heard

"I:h‘e‘_lr hasty judgment, spake his word

- Whercin do you,” he asked of thetl:
Exeel the heygar you condemn®

gou scorn his base ingratitude,

“;at what in (lod's sight is your shar®
ho awe to bin your daily fond.

Aud never give back praise or praye’”

Oh, wise Alphonso ! centuries dead,

Still be thy searching lesson read :

For we, in these ungodly days,

1“{7&\’0 equal need to mend our way®

" ¢ eat and sleep, we come and g !
Rl though our God was deaf and dumis

Neither had eyes to sce. But, oy

The reckoning day that's yet to ¢oi '

i

A HEROINE AT A FIRE.

. A_“OTHER’S concern for her son w“{;
heroically displayead at a firo in Ne¥ Yo
recently. The fire was in a large bcnemenlb’i
house, and was caused by the explosio® -
2 lamp on the first foor. An alat® 4
sent over the wires and loud shouts warn?
the tenants on the upper floors 10 mé
their escape. All did so exeept & w,do";_
who, with her son, occupied rooms o th;
top Hoor. The son, who i8 twenby-0"
years of age, vas confined to his ped, bery
Ul with conswmption. 'the mother olmd
it was hopeless to get, him out of be a!‘
down the stairs by herself, and pfesend); ‘
the stairs took fire, eutting off her ostF
by that way cffectually. She man&ged "é
drag the young man to the window, whef}
he conld get air, and she waited with h,‘ﬂ‘ )
for Liolp to come.  Her position was descrle(c
from the street, and some firemen ey
Fhelr. way through the scuttle of # nelf
bouring house to the roof of the one o9 e;’
Lying down on the roof they lowered # "Opd
to the window at which the widow w88t
told her to tie it around her body and thed
would .draw her up. !Instead of doinB e
she tied it around ler invalid 0T nit
g_a ited patiently while the firemen dre?
le up and lowered the rope again o !
b:o.th were saved, but while the sO% ° .
eing rescued, his mother was in immive””
danger.  What lov : ; ve beet
that i ove that must ha d
1t in the face of death by burning con
Pll‘efer that :nother shonld be saved T""thev‘b
; han herself ! How infinitoly greater "“,\:
ave been the love of Christ for o for
world, when he voluntarily laid dow? ht
life for its salvation. (John 10, 18.)
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