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otderly gave in to that Presbytety his demiseion of his charge of Oxnam,
and took charge of the congregation of Jedburgh.

# Mr. Thomas Colier, late minister of the gospel at Ravenstondale, in
Englend, has accepted a call from the oppreseed congregation of Ril-
conquhar, and others joined with them, to fulfil among them that minie
try he has received of the Lord. )

# These three ministers think themselves indlepensably bound by the
authority of the Liord Redermer, King and 1lead of his Church, to fulfil
every pait of their ministry they have received from him, and for that
end, in concurrence with ruling cldere, to constitute & Preshytery as the |
Beripture directs, for committing that ministy Chr'st has entrusted them
with to faithful mer, who shall be able to teach others, snd to act
for the velief of oppreseed christian congregations, when called in Drovie
dence. And therein they act precisely the same part they did whenmin-
isters—membege of the Establithed Church of Scotland,

« In consequence wheteof, Mr. Thomas Colicr, late minister in Ra.
venstondale, having got-an unanimous call from the congregation at Cule
insbargh, to be their minister, was this day admiitted to the office, after
sermon preached from 1 Cor. ii. 2, by Mr. Thomas Boston, minister at
Jedburgh. And the same day, at four o'clock, in the afternoon, Messra.
Boaton, Gillespie, and Colier, with an elder from their respective congre-
fations, vis: from the eongregation of Jedburgh, George Ruthesford i
from the congregation of Dunfermline, Provost David Tumbull; from the
congregation of Colinsburgh, Alexander Scott; convened in the meeting
house of Colinsburgh, and by solemn prayer by Mr. Thomas Gillespie,
tormed themselves into & Presbytery for the reliel of christians oppreseed
in their christian privileges.

o The Presbytery thus constituted, chose Mr. Thomas Boston for their
Moderator, and the above Alexander Scott for their Cletk, pro tempore.
The Presbytery adjourned to the house of Alexander Scott.

« The Presbytery appointed the eeventeenth day of December, next, to
be observed in the congregations under their inepection as a day of so-
lemn thankegiving unto God, for his goodness in the late harvest, ar.d
agreed theit next meeting should be when Providence calle.

« The sederunt closed with prayer.”

Such is the minute of the first organization of the Relief Presbytery.—
1t is most valaable as setting forth, in their own language, the pocition,
views, and prospecte of these distinguished fathers of this eection of the
christian church. ¢ That portion of it,* says Dr. Struthers,  which is
is properly the miaute of Presbytery, and which begins with giving the
reasons for their forming themselves into an ecclesiastical coort, is evi-
deatly given at the dictation of Mr. Gillespie. It is cast in his strong,
rugged, and somewhat involved style. The point studiously brought out
in the narrative, is the fict, that they were all suffering persecution and
oppremion in_their religious rights and privileges, and therefore necemi-
tated, from a respect to the authority of Christ, the King and Ifead
of his Church, to take the step of forming themseelves into a separate
Presbytery. Very particular prominence is given to the sentence of de-
position passed upon Mr. Gillespie. Ttisplaced in two lights. Firet,itis
represented as a groes outrage, pesformed in the name of Chriet, as the
17ead of his Church ; and secondly, it is pointed out as being a sentence

"of deposition, limited merely to the Church of Scotland ; so that Mr.
Gillespie was still warranted 10 exercise, out of the Church of Scotland,
the office of the ministry. It is very remarkable that, both in the ordi-
nation of Mr. Colier, and in constituting themselves as a Presbytery, the
minute bears ¢ that the solemnity was performed according to Seripture,?
and farther, * they constitate a Presbytery as Scripture directs” There
is not a single phrase recognising the laws and canons ¢ the Church of
Scotland. The Confession of Faith is not even mentioned. The follow-
ing are the principles embodied evidently in the minute as chanctesisiog
this new denomination : 1. It was to be called the Presbytery of Relief,
2. It was to be 3 Prasbyterian denomination, composed of ministers and
ruling elders, with churches under their inspection. 3. It recognized the
tl,oﬂl Redeemer, King and Head of His Church. 4. Its rule was the
Scriptures. 5. It claimed the power, as a Seripturally constituted Pies-
bytery, to license and ordain others for the work of the minisiry, 6. It
particalarly profiered assistance and relief to all oppressed chiistian con-
gregations. 7. Uunder Christ, as the Head of his Church, it appointed ite
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qawn seasons and forms of worship, and therefore, at its very firt meeting,
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appointed a day of thankagiving, *in all the congregations under their ia.
spection.’ . .

From the fourth atticle in the foregoing enumeration, we are remind.
ed of an anecdote in the fornation of & Reliel congregation, at & time
when Seceders were very strenuous adherents to their. Testimony. Many
of the peaple wishing to formy the Congregation, wauld have peeferred
the Secession, from & vague impreasion that a Testimony wan exseatial to
a Church. A Relicf minister, however, had been invited to preach to
them, and to converse with them in regard to their views. Duting the
interview the objection to the Relief body was brought forwarl—that
they liad no Testimony. The ninister, with much adroitnese, met and
removed their prejudices, by saying that this wac a mietake, for they had
a Testimony ; and, pulling out & New Testament from his pochet, he
eaid, * Here is our Testimony.” This was a triumphant argument with
the people, and they conclted 10 adhere to the Reliet conneyion,

But with all deference to the excellent historian, (foe these are hin re-
matks on the minute of constitution, and not the constitution or minute
of the Church itself,) we cannot Lielp observing, that it js saying nothing
definite for & Church that its rule is the Secriptures; for what Church,
professing to be christian, does not say the same? Nor ia it, we think,
doing justice to this newly furmed Preshytery to say, that the Confession
of Faith is not even mentioned, for although not mentioned in this
minute, yet, Joubtless, these ministers all recognized the Confession of
Faith, with the exception of the article on the Magisirate's power, ao
explanatory of the sense in which they understood the Seriptutes, We
are convinced of the importance of subordinate standards ; and every
well-regnlated Church has these, either expreseed or understood, sther-
wise there could be no visible bond of union. Pethaps at one period the
Secession churches carried their views of standatde too far; and it way
be that the Relief church, in some instances, did not carry them far
cnough : but the fact is undeniable, that both Churches regatded the Con-
feseion of Faith as substantially exhibiting the doctrines of acripture as they
received them, and both at 1the same time, held the Scriptures to be the
only fundamental rule of faith and practice. Let us hope that, as now
united, the succeseors of these Churches have hit upon the true mediom,
and will ¢ stand fast in one epirit, with one mind, sttiving together for the
faith of the goepel.”

From this digression we retarn to remark, that the eflects of the con-
stitution of the Relief Presbytery were immediate and valuable. They
were at once regarded aa 2 nucleus for & new denomination,—in partics-
lar to give relief to the christian people, oppressed throughout the land,
by the law of Patronsge; and numerous applications were forthwith
made to them for the exercise of their aathority in supplying vacant con
gregationa with the word of God. )

In the course of a few years congregations were formed at Blair-Logie,
Auchtermuchty, Bell's-hiil, Fdinburgh, Campbelton, Glasgow, Dunse,
Anderson, Kilayth, Irvine, Datkeith, Kilmaronock, Dysant, 8¢, Ninlans,
Falkitk, Cupar Fife, and other places; and in several instances nearly th;
whole people in parishes, refusing the services of intruders, were received
uader the inspection of the Presbytery of Relief.

The chief difficulty, as was the case with (he Secemion Chutch at first,
was to find sepply to meet the demands. They had but few preachers.
But the three fathers, with those who early joined them, were most Is-
borious and diligent in planting their standard in various places of \he
land, and in fostering their cause 1ill a regular ministry could be obtained.

As the liberal principles of the Relief Presbytery became better known,
heir numbers and influence increased ; and from time to time they re-
ceived accessions of ministers from various denominations, Among thoee
who joined them from the Establishment were, the Rev. Mesers. Baia
Simpeon, Cruden, Piokerton, Bell, &c. But, besides, they had the scees-
sion of the Rev. Messrs. Scott, Warren, Neil, Monteith, M. Roston, &ko.
from the Presbyterian Di~venters in Englend ; of 1the Rev. Messrs. Hut-
chison, Kerr, Laurence, Bonar, James Bonar, &e., from the Secession :
and of the Rev. Messrs. Robertson and Auld, from the Reformed l’vnby.'
tesy.’

It cannot be wondered at that the union of so many ministers from
churches around, all contending with each other, would produce the
impression that thie Relief Church must be very lax in its com-
maaion ; and, as thus reinforced, must have presented a very hetero-
geoious mase.  But we are to heware of jndging hasily. and nncharica-



