ENFORGE ACT

Victoria, Feb. 11.—Press Gallery, Leg-
islative Assembly.—In passing the act to

amend the Railway Assessment Act
without amendment, the government of
British Columbia has declared itself as
opposed to the tradition of all the older
parliaments, which have demanded and
enforced the demand to have before
them, all the information relating to any
bill presented to it of that kind.

Despite the efforts of Mr. Henderson
and the leader of the opposition, the
la.tteg' having a motion directly disap-
proving of the placing of power to dis-
allow taxation in the hands of the lieu-
tenant-governor-in-council, and of the
efforts of Mr. Oliver, Mr. Munroe an
others, the government persisted in its
original intention of taking the power
of discrimination away from the house
and the representatives of the people.

_The division on Mr. Henderson’s mo-
tion aimed to prevent the employment
O.f persons of Oriental birth or extrac-
tion, in construction or, during the life
of the exemption, was negatived by 22
to 14, Messrs. Bowser and Hall, Ross
and Eagleson having paired for the day.

The motion of the opposition leader
was negatived by the same vote.

An incident of the session was the
coming of the lieutenant-governor to
give his assent to the tem acts which
have been passed since the assembling
of the house, namely: Immigration,
Oaths, Purchase, Sale and Transfer of
Goods in Bulk, Summary Convictions,
Farmers’ Institutes, Revenue, Green-
wood City Waterworks, Coal Tax, Mas-
ter and Servant Amendment, Victoria
Cemetery, and Incorporating the City
of Chilliwack.

In the course of the debate on the
Railway Assessment Act, Messrs. Oliver
and Hawthornthwaite cited instances of
the premier, when in opposition, acting
in direct opposition to the course he
now advocated and east much doubt on
his protestations, made more than once
in the course of the debate, of being the
friend of the working men. Much of the
argument used had been presented before
to the house on the previous debates on
the same measure.

Reference was made by Mr. Henderson
to the memorable strike of trackmen on
the Canadian Pacific railway, which fur-
nished.the premier another opportunity
of expressing his sympathy with labor.

Mr. Henderson having referred to the
newspaper comment on the concessions
to the Grand Trunk Pacific, the premier
replied that the concessions were for
good and valuable considerations in the
interests gf the people.

Mr. Oliver remarked that was just
what the opposition had been trying to
get from the premier—as to what the
concessions consisted of.

the course of the debate, the Kaien
~Port Rupert bargain was fully

:3sed, Oliver, as in the past, being

3g in the condemnation of the much

*d of arrangement, whi¢h the gov-

1ent as strongly defended.

'3 premier having stated that the
dcominion government had given that
raiiway a patent for the whole thing for
nothing, Mr. Oliver retorted that the
government did not know that.

The whole question was gone into and
it is anticipated when th& terms of ar-
rangement between the Grand Trunk
Pacific and the governemnt are disclosed
a battle royal will take place, similar

tolnose in previous sessions, when the

gevernment’s relations with the Grand
Trunk Pzcific furnished the material for
such heated cebates.

Victoria, Feb. 11.—His honor the lieu-
tenant-governor came down _to the
house this afternoon and gave the royal
assent to the,bills which have so far
passed the house. These include the re-
enacted Natal Act, assent to which was
withheld last year. Preparations have
been completed to put the act into force
immediately so that now all immigrants
landing in British Columbia will have
to submit to an edugational test.

(Special to The Dally News)

‘Victoria, Feb. 12.—Press Gallery, Leg-
islative Assembly—After a very short
debate on the secomd reading of one of
the private bills before it, the Eastern
B. C. Railway bill, the assembly occu-
pied itself today. with the University
act mainly, the discussion which took
place being largely inaudible in the
press gallery. Fifty clauses wére got
through and some minor amendments
introduced, mainly on motions of Mr.
Henderson, who had a long list on the
order paper. The government consented
to allow/ Clause 10 to stand over and
its provision, that the first convocation
shall consist of all graduates of any uni-
versity in his majesty’s dominions actu-
ally residing in the province for two
years, will probably be recast to meet
with the wishes of members of the com-
mittee, who desire domestic, British, or
foreign universities substituted. Mr.
Henderson proposed new sections which
provide for no appointee, other than the
president of the board of control, being
eligible to be a member of that board
and mo employee in the service of the
education department nor principal or
teacher in any high school and no mem-
ber of the executive council during his
term of office to become members of
the board of control, understood to
have for their aim the prevention of
political control of the institution,
bringing about the same state of things
as has been found at other universities
where there was a mixture of education
and politics. The government will ac-
cept the amendments. :

The last word on immigration has evi-
dently not been said by the member
for Nanaimo, who has given notice of
a resolution in which he recites that a
conflict of interests has arisen between
the province and the dominion in respect
to Oriental immigratioon, refers to the
Anglo-Japanese treaty endorsed by the
dominion government, a section of which
provides that the subjects of two con-
tracting parties shall have full liberty
to enter, travel or reside in any partof
the dominion of the other, with full
protection of persons and property, that
laws enacted by the province to regulate
immigration have been uniformly disal-
lowed by the dominion, that the existing
condition will injure the various inter-
ests referred to and endanger the good
understanding that has existed between

the people of Japan and the people of
this province and asking, therefore, the
house to resolve that it will memorialize
the imperial government through the
colonial ‘secretary to appoint a royal
commission to fully enquire into all of
the circumstances in connection with
these matters.

This is, of course, the indirect and
parliamentary way of bpening up the
whole question and if successful will be
another = British Columbia question
“taken to the foot of the throne.”

At the close of the session the finance
mijinister brought down by message a
further amendment to the Railway As-
sessment act of 1907, which fixes the
rate of taxation at ome per cent of the
assessed value and makes the pro¥ision
of “the act apply to 1907, as well as
1908 and the years subsequent to the
present. {

The resolution of Mr. Hawthornth-
waite, relating to breaches of law.for
the protection of workers underground,
which has stood on the order papers
for several days, was passed over at the
request of the premier.

(Special to The Daily News)

Victoria, - Feb,. 13.— Press Gallery,
House of Assembly—The assembly spent
nearly the whole of the afternoon in
committee on the bill for the protection
of persons employed in factories, with
which it proceeded to deal immediately.

Leave to introduce a bill to amend the
Municipal- Clauses act and another to
establish a general eight hour day had
been given and a few gquestion answered.

Several long motions stood over at
the request of ministers or because of
the absence of the attorney general.
Next week promises a great crop of
resolutions and motions of which no-
tice has been given unless the attrac-
tions of the estimates should prove
greater than those of debate.

The committee on railways reported
the preamble of the Vancouver & Nicola
Railway bill

In co ittee a discussion arose as to
several clauses of the Eight Hour act,
especially as to whether it would apply
to canneries. “Mr. Brewster pointed out
that the schedule did not specify can-
neries, and Mr. McPhillips replying that
unless set forth in the list the act would
not apply. It did not touch salmon
canners. Mr. Hawthornthwaite then
proposed to amend the sehedule by in-
serting them, but afterwards withdrew
the amendment.

Mr. Oliver advanced the opinion that
the section under discussion must neces-
sarily include canneries as it spoke of
the manufacturing of “any artiele.”- He
did not think there was any exception
where mechanical means were employed.

Mr. McPhillips belleved that would
not be the construction of the court. The
best authorities have been comsulted in
framing the act.

Mr. Brewster moved to insert an
amendment that the act should not ap-
ply to salmon canneries for the reason
that the industry is in a differemt posi-
tigqn to any other in the provinee. Prep-
aration for months was made for the
run which was their short harvest. This
act he considered would be prehibitive
of work except within certain hours. The
work was spasmodic and there might be
weeks where, if this act was to be lived
up to, it would be impossible ta comply
with it. To tie them down to am eight
hour day, as proposed in the bill, would
put them out of business. The class of
labor employed in canneries:was prin-
eipally Indians, who do net attend
schools and make a big harvest while
the work lasted.

Mr. Oliver pointed out that the effect
of the amendment would: be to absolve
salmon canneries from the operation of
the aet. o

Mr. Brewster suggested there might
be some exception made later in the
act to meet the case of the canneries.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said the posi-
tion was very clear and the attitude of
the honorable members. clearly shown.
It was the same old story, he supposed,
frighten away capital, a picture of blue
ruin. The act did not interfere with
the employment of men to any extent.
It simply applied to that of women and
children and the homorable members
were trying to prevent it. The reason
advanced by the honerable member for
Alberni, that the canneries were largely
operated by Indians, was the very reason
for their protectiom as helpless wards of
the state. He hoped the house would
vote for the resolutioa.

The member for Cowichan, Mr. Hay-
ward, here raised a laugh by asking the
honorable member from Alberni if he
éver heard of an Indian woman asking
to be protected:

Mr. McPhillips declared it was the
duty of parliament to regulate the em-
ployment of women and childrén and it
was possible to do its duty to the In-
dians independent of that. After some
further discussion, the amendment was
withdrawn, Mr. ‘McPhillips pointing out
that if the canneries were singled out it
would make a difference to the opera-
tion of the act.

On Clause D, Section 2, applying to
cases where no power is used and the
only persons employed are members of
the family, these are excepted from the
operation of the act, Oliver asked why
the exception. Mr. McPhillips replied,
the ‘legislation of other countries had
gone no further and quoted the Mani-
toba act. The act was parental, looking
mainly to the protection of women and
children employed in factories.

Mr. Oliver and the leader of the op-
position then objected to the power given
the lieutenant governor in council to
proclaim certain premises as. removed
from the schedule or list of factories
coming under the act, asking why it be
in the power of the government to fa-
vor some individual. Mr. McPhillips
did not think it would lead to harm
being done. The act is curious in the
respect that while it provides for the
employment of no child or children in
any factory in Section 4, in Section 7
it speaks of a child employed. in a fac-
tory. These two sections could probably
be reframed so as to be consistent.
“Child” under the act means a boy under
14 and a girl under fifteen; “woman,”
from 15 upwards.

During the discussion Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite said that the laundrymen had
sent a deputation asking that as far
as their business' was concerned they
should be allowed to employ women and
children. They pointed out that as to
hours of work and in other ways they

were brought into competition with Chi-
nese laundries, where the men work 12
to 16 hours a day, living in a manner
which white people would not consider
for a moment. It had been suggested
the laundries might be protected fin
some way because of this competition
as to the hours of labor or else prevent
the Chinese working such long hours.
There was another reason why the Chi-
nese laundries should be brought under
the provisions of the act, that relating
to sanitary conditions, people sending
their clothes there were running great
risks. He moved am amendment .to
that effect. - Finally the section. stood
without amendment so as to give the
members an opportunty of further con-
sidering it. 3 :

Later Mr. Henderson raised the ques-
tion of the jurisdiction of the province
under the rules of the legislature to pass
such an act, alleging the rule brought
it under the head of trades and labor,
whereupon Hawthornthwaite - accused
him of trying to sidetrack the bill. He
held the object of the bill was merely
to regulate the hours and conditions of
work .in factories. A number of bills
had passed the house,with the same ob-
jects without objection.

Mr. McPhillips pointed out the hon-
orable membeg for Yale knew the power
to legislate as to-trade and commerec
is expressly reserved to the dominion
by the British North America act. This
bill does not refer to trades. Finally the
committee rose. Mr. Speaker took his
seat, and after consideration, reserved
his decision. The committee resumed,
considered the bill up to Section 63 and
rosé, to sit again at next sitting,

Vietoria, Feb. 13.—The = conservative
members of the local house, guests at
the Empress hotel, this evening enter-
tained their eonfreres to dinner. During
the evening & presentation of anm ofl
painting - of himself was made to.pre-
mier McBride. | :

WINNIPEG'S

SECRET SESSION OF COUNCIL ON

DISASTROUS LIQUIDATION OF SUP-

. PBLY COMPANY

Winnipeg,. Feb. 13.—A secret meeting |

of the city council was held today for

the purpose: of discussing the civic fi-
nances and hearing the answer to the
city’s proposal te the banks, that the
banks should collectively advance
$2,250,000 to.pay off the ¢ity’s overdraft
with the Canadian Bank of Commerce
and allow sufficient maney for current
expenditures for the year 1908, or until
such time as the city taxes were .col-
lected.

Mayor Ashdowxnannouneed that he be-
lieved the bank of commerce would be
willing to carry over the city for the
present, or at least until the city had
made financial arrangements. The ques-
tion as to whether the: bonds should be
advertised for sale or not, was left open
and will be decided by, the committee.
The council was adverse to waiting for
the arrangements for {the selling pf
stock to be campleted hefore_ placing
debentures on the market. -

The Northwestern. Supply House, Ltd.,
which is' now in liquidation, and the
manager of which "is under bonds to
appear at the: spring; assizes to answer.
a charge of misappropriating money

sent him by mail order by customers to

whom he catered, is in a hopeless state.
judged from the standpoint of the hun-
dreds of creditors scattered throughout
western Canada. The indications are
that they will not reeeive a cent, indeed;
the assets; are not sufficient to pay the
assignees and the bailiff charges. -

The Traders’ banlk, one of the largest.
creditors, was secured by the best col--
lateral. Among the trade creditors are:
many of the wholesale houses in Winni:-
peg and easte Canada, who supplied
this insgitutigff with goods, no doubt
without beingflaware of the methods off
operatian or the unfair competition: it
waged ' with reputable merchants
througout the west.

One of the most regrettable features
of the whole affairs is the large numbger
of small customess who have been, bit-
ten flor small individual amounts, whien
may mean much to those in struggling
ciremmstancesa. y

The annual meeting of the Winanipeg
Fiectric Railway company was held yes-
terday in the company’s offices im Win-
nipeg. :

pTehge members of the board of @irec-
tors of last year were Te-elected. The
annual finaneial statement was: present-
ed, which showed that the gress earn-
ings of the company for the past year
were $1,726,000. ~The balamce sheets
have not yet been made ouf, but will
appear in the published statements
which is in course of preparation.

Sixty-five of those reported for breach
of the Lord’s Day act were before the
police court today and im many tases
convietions and penalties were imposed.
When the cases were taken up, Mr.
Bonnar for the defence, sgugested that.
the eourt make arrangements whereby
the eases could more quickly be dis-
posed of. He recommended that the
cases be classified and one of each class
be taken up as test cases. Magistrate
Daly replied that there was no need of
test cases, as the law clearly laid out
the definition of breaches. of the act.
The cases were taken up-as they ap-
peared on the docket. . The cases against
the Tribune Printing company were dis-
missed for lack of evidence. The'case
of the Free Press.and Telegram Printing
companies were’ remanded until Feb-
ruary 21.

NEEDS OF THE EMPIRE

Toronto, Feb. 14—S8peaking at the Empire
club today, Dr. G. R. Parkin said the time
will come when Canadians will give freely
their share towards the cost of- protecting
the empire, not bepause of Britain's need
but because people will be ashameg to en-
joy British protection without paying their
share for it. He said the lesson was re-
cently given this country by the riots in
Vancouver. When British subjects were
the victims of riots in China, the matter
was digcussed by Chinese and British un-
der the guns of British warships and if
Canada was left to herelf the Vancouver
riots would have been discusseq under the
guns of Japaneseé men of war, N

FINANCES |

S TERMS

The meeting of the city counecil last
night was not as protracted as some of the
sessions have been recently. Two impor-
tant pleces of business were, however,
transacted, the one relative to the ecomple-
tion of an agreément with Lorne Campbell
agreeing to give the city power under the
old rates while the plant was shut down
and the second, the third reading of =& by-
law granting the Canada Zinc company
a ten year franch}se to ‘“‘construct, main-
tain and operate" a power line through
the city. All of the aldermeén were present
with the exception of Ald. Procter.

The fire, water and light committee re-
commended that the fire department be
allowed to employ an additional fireman,
and that the chief’s suggestions as to the
fire alarms be adopted. As to the reflooring
of the hall,, that question was referred to
the board of works.

Mayor Taylor reported on a special meet-
ing hel@ with himself, the chairman of
the board@ of works, Ald. Procter, and
superintendent of the C. P. R, western di=
vision, F. F. Busteed present, as to the
building of@ joint C.P.R. and eity wharf
particulars of which have already been
published in the Daily News. A discus-
sion ensuing on the matter it transpired
that the chief person affected was W. J.
Astley whe lield a lease for the mext two
yvears for his boat house site. The mayor
stateq ‘that arrangements could be made
with Mr. Astley, who was public spirited
and he need not rily be y
affected.

On a vote, moved by Ald. McMorris, se-
conded by Aldi. Kerr, the council approved
of the mayor's:offer to the C.P.R. which is
that the city supply the right of way as its
portien of that. which has to be done.

Mayor Taylor' then read SOme <colTes-
pondence between: the West Kootenay
Power and Light' company and the city as
to the supply of power. The city regretted
"in a letter that the terms proposed by tle

West Kootenay Power and Light company
' to -the city counvil,. terms that were to.g9
‘ imto effect after the taking away of the
company’s belongings at the Nelson sub-
station, were too onercus but asked that
'am auxiliary service Be supplied while the
_city was installing: its draft tube and
| water gates.

To th's the managsr, Lorne Campbelli
assented on conditions that the city pay
the retaining fee for last year, ending, Mr.
Cuzmpbell claimed,.om Jan. 21 last, and that
'$45. per horse power;. calculated on the
peak load during- any 24 hours, be paid..
!No terms ~were demanded as to future ar-—
| rangements.-

Ald. Patenaude mowed and Ald. Kerr
sacamded, that M. Campbell's offer be
aocepted. This was. ocarried unanimously.~

In the petition of fiie Meadow Shingler
company, the city’ agprowegd of &a siding;
on the C.P.R. at thee foot of Park street.

Permission was refused te put up an il-
luminated sign on: Baliér street, the said”
silr mot being sufficiently illuminated by:
the specifications to:justify its existence..

A petition from the pesidemts of Block 405
Addtion A, asking forra sewer and the
opening of the alléy, was referred to the
commeittee.

A letter was read from ex-mayor Gil&
lett thanking the- council for their pres-
jence at the funeral of the late Mrs. Gil-
ot

A resolution wes moveg by Ald Moer
‘Morris and passed by the council sympa-
(thizing with Mr:. @illett: in his late afflio-
y tipm.

Ald. McMorris: asked foe particulars as
'te ‘metered water serviee for power. This
ywas supplied byy the city elerk, the total
amount proving: to be small.
| ' Ald. McMorris -explaingd that as the toéal
! service of power thus swupplied by water
peing very smal, the Keotenay Engineer-
| ing: Works excepted, it was hardly worth
| ¢he city’s ‘while to fores these users to
;eonnect with the electric system. The
| users were all of one hofse power or, umder
| and the total was incensiderable.

The city ciémk explaimed that notice had
bees given that no pawer would be sup-
plied - hencefarth by the water system,
while at the same time the users refierred
to who hadi been ussws for a long time
past, had not been interfered with. The
matter was; referred t@ committee.

Bylaw 188, referring to the Canada Zinc
pole -fra.nﬂhise,’was read a first and se-
cond time and was then discussed in com-
mittee of the whole, with Ald. Hale in
the chair. '

Section 1, . giving power to the Canada
Zine campany to evect, operate. and main-
tain a powef line through the ecity, on the,
streets already given in The Deily News,
was then read.

IR. 8. Lennie asked by letter that the
company should not be required to build
until a certain time after the filing of
the plans by the company with the clLv_
en; A

::nez' date was given as to when the
phans would be filed, the committee in-
serted in the clause that work should
pegin withia 80 days of the filing of the
bylaw.

Section 2 deals with the work done. This*
shall be doné- expeditioysly and under the
approval of the city emgineer. This clause
of the section passed.

A clause setting forth that the franchise
shall be of no effeet unless the pole line
be erected and operated within six months
of the passage of the bylaw, was amended
by the striking out of the word ‘“‘operated.”

Another. clause deals with the height of
the pole line, which is set at 4 feet, the
further proviso being inserted that in every
case the power line shall pass ever all
other lines, not under, and that in every
case precautions shall be’taken against any
possible contact of the wires in case of
accident.

Clause (e) restricts the power line to 20,000
volts, never to be ‘more than 25,000 volts
and that the power shall be used by the
Canada  Zinc company only and only by
them for smelting purposes. The clause
does not bind the company to continuous
operation.

Clause (f) requires the proper mainten-
ance of the line,

Clause (g) enables the city ta cut off the
line if thought necessary in case of fire,
proper switches being provided by the
company for the purpose, the city not be-
ing liable to damage.

Clause (h) makes the company liable for
any damage arising out of the operation
or maintenance of the power line. ;

T¢ this the company’s solicitor objected,

restricting the liability to negligence on

théipart of the company, This was agreed
to. . ;

Section 3 restricts the use of power to
the Canada Zinc company, The wording
of the section possibly implied the recog-
nition of the Tight of some other com-
pany to transmit power over the lne, This
was objected to and words were substituted
clearing wp the’ city’s position.

SBection~4 vequires the ompany to entér
into an agreement with the city to adhcre
to the provisfoms of the bylaw.

Séction 5 gives the franchise for ten sears
after the date of the coming into fo.ce
and effect of the bylaw.

Section § prowides that the bylaw suall
eome into effect on, from and aftér March
2nd.

Section "7 gives a title io the Lylaw.

Section 8 declares that 'the appiicants
shall pay all costs and expenses of the

| placing of the bylaw before the people.

The committee thex rose and reported,
and the bylaw.as amended was adopted on
the third reading.’ The veéte was unani-
mous. The city clerk was appointed return-
ing officer and the date of polling fixed
for Feb. 27 ‘.

Here the mayor made a statenent as
to city patronage. He cmid that mstruc-
tions hag been given to the departments to
divide the patronage fairly among the
businesses of the city, willls due regard
to the number of people emmployed, and
the amoumted contributed to the city's
welfame.

The' eouncil authorized the csrrying out
of the contraet with the Allls-Chaimers-
Bullock company as to the putting in of

posed that they will look idly on, when
in command of what might be vast camh-
paign funds, and see anothér president
elected who will stand for the responsi-
bility of privilege,

Orig feature is causing the ,friends of
Roosevelt some anxiety. That is, in case
the convention should be stampeded in
his favor, failing to agrée on either Taft
or Hughes,  and a third term be .insisted
upon; his friends trust he may be a strong
enough man to adhere to his statment
that under no conditiens would be cons!der
a third term.

On the principle of a “divided house” fi
would not be at all surprising. if Bryan
came inte port first omr the crest’of a solid
dentocratic wave. It ig-admitted that he
is handling the situatiom ‘at Washington
in masterly fashion. He has gone there
personally and made himse€lf known to the
democratic representatives amd senators as
the man of destiny. He warmly applauds
. many of Roesevelt’s sayings and doings,
e¢laiming, however, that they are of demo-
‘ eratic origin amd, Indeed, it will be part
of the campaign for democrat'c representa-
tives to introduce measures in line with
Roosevelt's suggestions, thus foreing the
republicans either to swallow or repudiate
them.

There is only one possible candidate men-
tiomed as a rivdl of Bryan. He is gowernor
Johnson ‘of ‘Minnesote, to whom I was in-
troduced in St. Paul. He is a very ap-
proactable man, & democrat who was elect-
ed by republican votes in a republiean
state: But he is not yet a national figure
and @ recemt canvass of the democrats in
the#h of represemtatives showeq 108 in

the draft tube, now that a sati ry ar-
rangement had been made withn the “West
Kootenay Power and Light company.

The managers of the Strathooma and
Hume hatels asked as to the meter system
to be installed on electric lighting. They
desired that the cost should not be larger
than at present. A

The mayor replied that the meter rate,
if found not equitable, would be adjusted.
There was ne wish to be unfair.

J. M. Ludw'g asked for a donation to
the city band. The matter was reférred
to the works amd finance committees.

The name: of the publio works committee
was altéred: t» the works, park and ceme-
tery committee: and that of the tramway
committee tothe tramvway ang health com-
mittee.

The couneil' then adjourned until Mbn-
day, Feb. 1T.

AMERICAN - POLITICIANS

F. M. BLACK'S IMPRESSIONS G#F
WASHTNGTON

OPINNDN OF PRESIDENT

ROOSEXHLT 8 WORK

HIGH

F. M. Blaek. of this eity writes The
Daily News an intenesting letter from Ta-
ronto, glving aniacceumnt of his recent visit
to Washington. and the impressidns he
formed while there- of American political
men. In part:Mr. Blaek says in his com~
munication:

During my stay in Washington, naturally
enough the pplitical: atmwesphere proved in-
teresting and, if first hand impressions are
of any interest to wowr readers, you are
at liberty to use them  Although I/present-
ed myself at the White House fo call om
the president; I found that as a British
citizen, it was necessary to have a “card
from the embassy to secure admission—
which- sounded lke reg tape and ' hard
work since- no. direst eredentials as to
British citizenship were in my possessita.
Thus I contented myself with the sight of
men like Taft, Cannon, Beveridge, 'De-
pew, Faithanks and other lesser ligits.
Both houses were wsited while in sessian
and I wag privileged. to hear the venerable
Edward Everett Hale open the senate.

Roosevelt ‘was breught to my attention in
three lights; with the average man He is
the ideali president ' His personal courage,
hdhestyy of purpose, regard for family and
social life, sympathy with the masses: and
his continuous’ aetivity have caused him to
rank in esteéem and admiration only se-
cond tp Lincoln. Here is an extract from
an article by 'W:. BE. Walsh of Pittsburg,
which sums up the estimate of the great

‘majority of ‘republican voters: “To tfie po-

litical economist ‘Pheodotre Roosevelt is
the greatest censtruetive force, the greatest
busimess man in America. He has within
him more' inherent power for gopmd than
any man before the people today and he is
ewercising his power, inherent and ac-
quiréd, to @ a lasting service to the Am-
erican people, His achievements have
never beem rivalled in scope and wariety by
any former president of this country * * *
Theodore® Roosevelt may pédss out of the

| public eye tomorrow but his work, his

great world wide work of rearing 4 new,
higher ideal is finished.”
The eonservative Washingtan republican

‘regards him, however, ag rather choleric

and impatient in his dealings. -“He's a
liar,” they affirm, is the presidents fre-
quent - comment when statements \with
whieh he does not agree eome to his at-
tention. Perhaps they stand, these con-
servative, @ignifieq republicans, too close
to realize the size of the man, perhaps the
polite feelings of Washington society are
shocked but the sentiment indicated cer-
tainly exists.

At the recent dinner of the Gr'diron club
where president Roosevelt was a guest, he
was gently roasted, in a way, it is safe to
say he enjoyed as much as any. ‘‘Is that
the good ship Constitution I see in the off-
ing?* ‘No, sir! There’s. been no consti-
tution, these last seven years,” a hit at
some of the president’'s autocratic ways.

Then there is, of course, the estimate and
appreciation of Roosevelt, a§ shown by the
financial interests. Already on the book-
stalls there ‘is' a book appearing; “The
Roosevelt Panic of 1907,” thus seeking to
fasten on the president responsibility for
something not of his doing: "It is this style
of thing he demounges so vigorouly in his
last message. \

For ‘his successor there are only two re-
publican candidates with a ghost of a show
the one is Taft and the other Hughes. Be-
tween these two it will be a political fight
to a finish. Neither will permit himself
to grace the vice-presidential nomination.
“All or nothing’ is the motto of each. All
Roosevelt's personal influence will be given
te Taft, which will alienatée many power-
ful interests, which have reason to fear a
continuance of Roosevelt’s policy. These
may possibly be thrown on Hughes' side,
though Hughes appears to be of more de-
termined mould than Taft and will be no
tool of corporations if elected,. Where then
will the trusts stand?’ It is not to be sup-

Bryan's favor, as against 13 for Jphnson.
It shoullll net therefore be difficult to maks
Bryan’s ‘chaice ungnimouws, ~ Personally, 1
am inclined to think that if Bryan handles:
the situatior with diseretion, he will be
the next president. One great contribut-
ing cause will be the indmstrial unrest and
the suffertng caused by financial depres-
sion, which: WiIT leng attractiveness to a
change of gowernmentiin the eyes of many.

That finrancial. depression, by the way,
as far as- thie U.8. is eoncernmed, has not
by any means passed away. Some three
or four banks Hawve closed their doors in
New York imtlie Iast three days. The re-
eent rise in prices -on the stock exchange
was due to a filse muarket ereated, it was
"said to me, by tHe leading interests to per-
mit them to'get' ri@ of mere of their stocks
at a better' figure, The market is “pro-
fessional’ entirely.
' Proverbiallyy. tlie presidential year is
dull and the happenings sinee last October
have undoubtedly aggravated the usual
conditions. Im:the vicinity of 25 Broadway,
and in the crowdsq east side, T was told
the same story;' “notHing doing.”™

Possibly there may' be much in the U.S.
that is not of  direett imterest to wus as
Canadians, but tliere are assuredly many
finger posts erectéd there for those who
will but read them. If we in Chmada will
but learn. what Roosevelt {s trying to
teach—that property may lawve Tights, btu
also ‘duties—our study will not be in vain.

EX-MAYOR FLETCHER

Opposes G. O. Buchanan's Views on Tim-
ber Limits Polcy & <

Editor The Daily: News—With neference
to G. O. Buchaman's remarks re govern-
ment policy in cenmeation with the ‘timber
of this province, Il would like 1o say spme-
Yhing. Having trawelled aveR the south
and eastern portion of this province, prob-
ably as much as any man, a ggod deal in
conmection with: timber and havidg seen
other portions: of the  province, I. must
state that his opimion: as ta 6,500,000 acres
carrying 100,000;000,000, feet, based. on 15,000
feet per acre throughout, agpears to me to
be on a par with the usual exaggeration
of timber estimates. on licenses.

I will venture to state that in southeast-
ern B.C. not ten per cent of the mile
square licenses havé more than Lalf their
area carryihg over 5000 .feet per acre. I
can name 100 ereek valleys covered by tim-
ber locations that are mot more than half
a mile wide from mountain to mwountain,
carrying the good timber:
over one hundred miles of bengh: Iands dur-
ing the last 16 years that each mile would
not average 7000 feet-per acre..

In the first place the government started
out wrang in dealing with the timber
years ago, but that was probahly from a
matter of economy and the lack of demand
for timber. Now that a market hag been
found. in the northwest a very ldrge rev-
enue is received in fees and dues.. If, as
Mr. Buchanan says, 10,000 licenses have
been: granted, there must be $1,000,000 per
year coming in based on $115 per license,
-outside of an asset of $50,900,000 on 50 cent
hoyalty per thousand.

¥f,. as Mr. Buchanan says, the royalty
cannof be inereased, what is the use of
talking about stumpage going to $10. or
$20 per thousand? The government having
leased one hundred biltion: feet for 21 years
are asked to say that this- must.be cut,
say five billion per year, or ten times the
pregent cut or cancelled. Would not an in-
creased royalty from time to time as de-
mand and prices warranted, yield a good
percent on this asset?

Supposing the government say, there
shall be no extemsion. What is to preven
any holder during his 21 years, to simpl{
cut the cream of his timber, knowing tha
he eould not market his entire crop? What
would be the value of the ‘“culled out”
holding? :

It seems to me to be absurd to compare
British . Columbia with Ontario; the for-
mer has its surface principally on end,
while Ontario 'is comparatively *rollinig,

difference more than doublts the expense
of handling logs, to say nothing of the
difference in the cost of supplies, and far
cheaper means of transportation:

Who would give $160,000 per mile full es-
timated val®e,- pay $115 per year, plus the
royalty, and chances of fire? Would any
practical millman look at' such-a proposi-
tion, when natural conditions gre so much
against cheap lumbering.

If the government would protect the
present holders and regulate the royalty
surely they would cover the ground:

g FRANK FLETCHER.

Nelson, Feb. 13, 1908.

TAFT MAKING HAY %
Detroit, Feb, 13—United States secretary
of war, Wm, H. Taft, who was the guest
this afternoon of the Michigan retail lum-
ber association for half an hour at the
luncheon tendered him by the association,
spoke on “the moral awakening recently

from business methods which permit ille-
gality and fraud.’

I have seen |

with an entirely different class of water,
ways and more accessible timber and such

MINING AGTIVE

The shipments fer the past week are
somewhat smaller than those of last from
all the camps. On the other hang the Boun-

Snowshoe mine tot the Trail smelter for

fluxing purposes and in the Boundary the
Sally is also shipping a earload to Traj, |

From the Slocam country the chief news
is the floating of the Vancouver mine, as
to which a meeting is being Beld this week
in London, Paul S. Couldrey of the Le Rof
No, 2 of Rossland, who has been lookm
after the Vancouver mine, having left Ross
land for London in order tbo atteng the
meeting. In the meantime, while the Van-
couver has lost the Wakefield mull, which
it had leased up to te end of January
last, js still developing the property. On
the sesult of the London meeting ‘will de-
pend the further opening up of the pro-
perty. The Hewitt has now control of
the Wa)@ﬂeld mill. It has built a tramway
from tike No. 6 level of the property to the
mil, something over a mile long. It is not
in a position, however, at present to avail
itself of this tramway as a subsidiary tram
from the 300 to the 600 foot lJevel will have
to be built before this can be done. Orders
have arrived from New York to have this
completed #% once but the order must wait
until the disappearamce Of much of the
snow,

In the sheep creek district, south of Nel-
son, there is @ good deal of activity. The
| Wuggett has sent forward some remarkably
good ore to Trail, and the Arlington of Erje
| is also shipping well ' The lease on the
| §Jecond Relief Ias been surrendered but
| there are other applicants already in the
' field to take this up. In the meantime
' flie property is stilli beng operated. The
Queen mine is @50 doing well and the new
battery of stampw is being inmstalled so as
to increase the output.

From Ainsworth comes the news of the
attempted amalgamatiom of several pro-
perties under the Kras mine. This is a
large deal involving & heavy expenditura
but if the ny is. ssfully floated
its operations willl make a big difference in
one oldest camp in the silver lead
distribts.

In Nelson the only” news of note is the
" changing. of hands: of the Hall Mines smel-
| ter, aitlough the Granite and Poorman
mines in tHe wiciiity of Nelsem are doing
remarkably well and Hewve Beem shipping

trates of eptibmally gedd value.

In Rossland camp: there is also to be
'ngoted the same air of activity. The Even-
ing Star is belhg worked on a small scale
while oporl!tﬁmi are about to be started
to develop the California: continuation of
the Le Roi No: 2 veilv running through the
Annile. The Le Roi No:. 2 is also said to
be looking better than at any previous
time in its history.

Following are' the shipments for the past
week and year to date:

BOUNDARY

Mine
Granby

ROVELUAEE Y )
SLOCAN-KOOTENAY SHIPMENTS
Sullivan 3,300

St. Eugene ' ...
Whitewater, milled.
Poorman, ' milled;
Queen
Queen,

North Star .
Vancouver ..
Arlington,, Hrie
Standard
Richmond!
‘Nugget ...
Emerald
Maestro

Granite ...... .
Mollie Hughes:

1,350
B

1,015

wennnansMpisBEEE

Total ........ S SIS
The total shipments for the past week
were 245056 and for the year to date 136,567
tons..
GRANBY SMELTER RECEIPTS
Grand Forks, B.C:

WUDATED CO.’S RECEIPTS

20,89
3,542

Centre Star ... .vee 3107
Le Roi No. 2 . .. T3
St. Eugene ....
Neorth - Star
Vaneouver - ...
Arlington, Erie
Standard «....
Richmond
Nngget ...
Emerald ........ .
Evening Star .

Mollie Hughes
Sally "
Other mines

gnsnpresusRal

4,649 31,068

LE ROI SMELTER RECEIPTS

First Thought
Queen 5

Other mines
. ¥ i

600 3,300
. B 405

3,705

Total “.i... 675

The total receipts at the various smi‘!n“rS
for the past week were 23,895 tons and 0r
the year to date 181,180 tons.

MUST HAVE ROOSEVELT

Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 14—Following the in-
dicated preference at yesterday's primary
vote ‘the republican county convention to-
night adopted a resolution declaring for
Theodore Roosevelt for president and in-
structing its delegates to the state con-
vention to work to that end. The two men
Sendorsed for delegates at large and dis-
trict delegates to the national convention
were Instructed to support Roosevelt and
in turn pledged themselves, if chosen to

voté’ for him first, last and all the time
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1,540 »
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