
NOTE AND COMMENT. arable land remains unoccupied in the 
province, but more particularly as to the 
forests of good timber which are there 
found. To this end they are cbnferring 
with the C. P. R. in regard to the mat
ter. It is .possible that the government 
may join with the company in a system 
of advertising the province’s natural re
sources.”

Him SENTEICES 
FOB TOHOIfTO Mil

Mr. Jolin Gharlton’s health has so much 
improved that it is hoped he will soon be 
able to take his place in parliament.

The (Robe says Mr. Smith, of (Jarletdn 
county, should have avoided the prefer
ence question. That is what Mr. Hazen 
thinks, too.

Deputy Returning Officers and 
Polling Clerks Sent to 

Prison.

* * *

One of the promoters of the Trans-Can
ada railway declares that the company 
intend to go on with the construction of 
their line. He says the government have 
finally decided to build the G. T. P. line» 
south of Lake Winnipeg, whereas the 
Trans-Canada takes a much shorter route 
north of that lake. “Besides being invalu
able to the Dominion for military pur
poses, it will be essential to the develop
ment of the valuable country north of the 
Saskatchewan, and in the Peace River Val
ley and of the James Bay country, and 
will give the option of three summer sea 
ports instead of one, namely, James Bay, 
the Saguenay and Quebec, and the short
est route to Halifax and St. John in win
ter.”

Wanted—-An assessment bill that will 
prevent the banks and all similar institu
tions from evading any portion of their 
full share of the civic burden.

It is probable that the provincial budget 
will be delivered at Fredericton today, but 
the house is not expected to conclude its 
business this week.

FORMER GOT TWO YEARS.

Britain and France have settled their 
last difference. When French war-ships 
oome to St. John this summer they will 
come representing a Power virtually one 
of the Empire’s allies.

The tax rate is high, but it will be 
higher next year if St. John has a suffi
cient supply of water and the present al
dermen still spend the money of the tax
payers.

And the Latter a Year Each— Pris
oners Were Found Guilty of Con
spiracy in Civic Election--]udge 
Scores "Them Severely—Appeal to 
Be Made to Minister of Justice.

10—(Special)—-JudgeToronto, April 
Winchester yesterday in the sessions sen-Altihough the franchise bill did not pass 

m its original form, the city council may 
be able to assist those citizens who are 
eager to be able to cast their votes. Pos
sibly it may devise some means of making 
them pay their taxes promptly. Then they 
will be able to vote, and the city will se
cure a larger proportion of revenue from 
the amount assessed. That should make 
both parties happy.

The Gazette intima tea that Mr. George 
Robertson will not be appointed Surveyor- 
General until Premier Tweedie has satis
factory assurances that liti can ue re
elected. The Rrchibucto Review can set 
a chance for no one except Mr. James 
Barnes. Says the Review:—

“Some of the opposition newspapers 
bus)- reconstructing the provincial govern
ment. The Sun publishes a rumor to the 
effect that the Surveyor-GeueraiIs/üp may 
go to York and that the claims of Kent 
to cabinet représentation may be over
looked. These reports are mere guess
work. The Surveyor-General should repre
sent a North Shore constituency and we 
believe that when the appo ntment is made 
it will go to Mr. Barnes, of Kent.”

'* * *

In Mr. Flemming's opinion, Hon. Mr. 
Labillois’ prescription for that tired feel
ing will not be satisfactory to the suffer
ing carriage makers. But the prescription 
stands.

tenced the election officers found guiltjj 
of conspiracy at the last civic election. The 
deputy returning officers got two years, 
less one day, and the poll clerks one year 
in the central prison. His honor refused 
the reserve case asked on behalf of Mr. 
Gray.

The men sentenced are D. Rose, 8am 
Thompson, Frank A. Gray, druggist; and 
A. Gaboon, painter, poll clerk; Lieut.-Col. 
Gray and Thos. Kerr, a student.

Judge Winchester, before pronouncing 
sentence, said to the prisoners:—

“It is not the first time you have com
mitted this offence, but it is the first time 
you have been convicted. You recognized 
that you had done wrong the first time, 
but still you continued to carry on the 
crime. If the men in whom the public 
have confided to carry on the elections of 
this country go wrong, then the people will 
have no confidence in the election of 
proper men, and anarchy would soon fol
low. You were well advised by your coun
sel when you pleaded guilty, but this 
crime must be stopped.”

On behalf of the condemned officials an 
appeal will be made to thg minister of jus
tice.

Fredericton continues to hurl at the 
St. John aldenmen the charge that they 
do mot know what they want. It is false. 
The aldermen always want what they did
not want yesterday.

* * *

This country would feel a great deal 
easier in mind concerning the G. T. P. if 
the company were going to put more 
money in the enterprise and had less in
vested at Portland (Me.).

Wheat, which was quoted not long 
since at 110 3-4 in "Winnipeg, was down to 
90 3-8 one day last week, in the same mar
ket. That should make considerable dif
ference in the price of flour.

* * *

Cape Breton has produced two prize 
fighters. But perhaps they were compelled 
when they were young to listen to ser
mons preached in Gaelic. A too harsh 
judgment Should not be pronounced with
out enquiry.

If we may judge by an article from a 
UMeago newspaper which is reproduced 
on another page, his Chicago congregation 
and at least one newspaper man have been 
most favorably impressed by Rev. Dr. 
Morisom. He is an able mam and Chicago 
sorely needs more like him.

If Russia actually has 400,000 troops in 
Manchuria there is material for some heavy 
fighting. Apparently, however, the Rus
sians would not risk a conflict in northern 
Corea, where it had all along been antici
pated that the first heavy engagement 
would occur.

The study of Latin is optional with stu
dent teachers in Ontario. An effort is 
being made to restore it to the compulsory 
list. The Ontario Educational Association 
discussed the subject last week, and de
cided by a vote of 132 to 65 in favor of 
making Latin a compulsory subject in the 
examination for teachers; but the anti- 
Latinists are confident that the minister 
of education will not yield.

The board of control of the city of To
ronto has this year increased the appro
priation for street cleaning by some $3,000, 
and added $10,000 for flusliing the streets. 
The total sum for these purposes is $74,- 
000, and to this again is added $30,000 for 
street sprinkling. The people of Toronto 
believe in olean streets. The people of 
St. John may have similar aspirations, but
the evidence is less convincing.

• * *

The following statement appears in the 
Montreal Gazette: “The government o£ 
New Brunswick is desirous of making 
known to Europeans who purpose immi
grating to Canada, what a large area of

are

YARMOUTH P. 0. CLERK, 
INVOLVED, QUITS TOWN,

All FAX LAW STUDENT 
MAKES TROUBLE F08 

JERF. McAULIFFE, Yarmouth, N. S., April ^Although in re
ceipt of good salary as chief clerk in the 
post office here Max W. Allen was not con- 
tent. About fifteen monthe ago he went into 
Che livery stable business and secured a 
contract for carrying mails between Yar
mouth and Tusket Wedge and intervening 
villages. As the old line continued to oper
ate a freight and passenger service both 
lines were swamped. Allen became involved, 
although unkown to friends, to the extent 
of several thousand dollars.

On Monday he left for Bridgetown, having 
obtained leave from the postmaster to be 
gone until Tuesday. He said he was going 

horses. He wrote a note to 
his wife from Digtyy that he would return 
no ™ore, as he was too heavily involved. 
T?®. ,®hc>ck to his wife, who did not know 
anything was wrong, was great. The only 
creditor secured is J.R. Wyman, his backer 

^very venture. Others are filing at- . 
techments on his furniture. Much regret is 
felt here for the whole

Halifax, April 11—(Special)—Jere Mc
Auliffe and. Manager Medea If, of the 
Academy of Music, appeared in the police 
court this morning on warrants issued by 
one John Wood, who claimed to had been 
held up 'to ridicule by one of the members 
of the McAuliffe Company.

Medea If way acquitted, but McAuliffe 
has to appear again tomorrow. Thti af
fair da creating considerable i-ensation.

MORE MONEION MEN 
HELD DP AND R08BED: occurrence.

KEEP THE LITTLE ONES WELL.
Moncton, N. B., April 10.—(Special)— 

Max Casey reported .to the police yesterday 
that while going home to Lewisville last 
Thursday night be was beaten into in
sensibility and robbed. The alleged as
sault and robbery took place at Robinson’s 
Creek bridge. Casey says his assailant got 
$10, the rest of bis money being in anoth
er Docket.

Another Lewisville man reports losing 
$52 on the same night. Both men are 1. 
C. R. employes and received their pay on 
tire night in question. The latter does not 
know 'how lie 'lost his money 'but thinks he 
was robbed in some way.

The police have had a busy time the 
last two nights, the lockup being .taxed to 
accommodate the prisoners,mostly drunks. 
One arrest last might wag for carrying 
firearms.
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OZXK 1 It is the
u 7W i I Spring Overcoat 
HALL J Headquarters.

■x
Oak Hall sells Overcoats forTwenty-five Dollars. The men who wear 

them usually have their other clqtffes madb by the best merchant tailors—and 
they expect absolute perfection, f /

Oak Hall sells Overcoats for Aven dollars. The men who wear them 
cannot afford to pay more—andLtheyook for two or three seasons of comfor 
from them. A XuT

NEITHER ARE DISAPPOINTED.
In both grades this Is the m«t valueyor the mone 

business ingenuity can devie; so l)ak Haly holds its old 
customers, and keeps on gling a lltle moft for th 
ust because of this—becau^of thàgreÿer

If yon want an Overcoat fck (25.00 of^ioo, or 
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'Jkm human skill and 
customers, gets new 
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volura/of its business.
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V
Out-of-Town Folks.

Do not let distance deter you^om sending us an order. Remember our 
store is as near to you as your nearest letter box, and at all times we will be 
pleased to answer an enquiry, yr

Send for our Spring Sample Book. Mailed for the asking.

GREATER OAK HALL,
SCOVIl 8805. * CO.

King Street,
tor, Germai». St John, it. B

iniereefte -well before permitting the bill-*® 
pass in its present form.

Would it not ibe 'better -to place the 
whole matter in tire hands of the Common 
Council, giving tihe aldermen and 
assessors power ,to arrange all taxes? Cer
tainty nothing Should be done at Freder
icton to perpetuate a weak, utnjudt and 
impracticable system sudh as would fol
low the .passage of the amended bill.

the

THE PROVINCIAL BUDGET.
The statement concerning New Bruns

wick’s prosperity contained in the open
ing paragraphs of the budget speech has 
more than the customary weight this year. 
The province has enjoyed good times. The 
prevalent feeling is one of hope and con
fidence. The government is justified in 
claiming much credit both for its manage
ment of the country’s affairs, which has 
been at once economical and progressive, 
and for its stalwart defence of provincial 
rights. The fruits of the enlightened agri
cultural policy inaugurated a few years 
ago are apparent today, and it is but fair 
to aay that the foresight of the govern
ment in this particular has been of great 
value to the people generally, since, as the 
Attorney-General says, the success of the 
agricultural population means prosperity 
for the province.

The budget speech which Hon. Mr. 
Pugsley delivered in the regrettable ab
sence of the Premier, ie printed at some 
length elsewhere, and deserves careful 
perusal. The government looks forward to 
a surplus of some $21,000 and gratifying as 
the figures are the estimate is likely to be 
within the mark. The effort to secure from 
the Dominion government the immense 
sum due this province as a result of the 
Halifax Award has been sustained, and 
there is now much and warranted confi
dence that the issue will be favorable.

This annual outline of the provincial 
housekeeping usually elicits a certain line 
of criticism from the opposition benches. 
That criticism may be expected now as 
hitherto, but it will be offered" in accord
ance with custom rattber than from con
viction that there is much just cause for 
complaint. The opposition will doubtless 
persist in its effort to discourage and dis
credit the government’s determination to 
secure for the province the extensive 
amounts which our ministers are convinced 
the Dominion now unjustly withholds from 
our coffers, but public sympathy in this 
matter is almost wholly with the ministry.

UNSATISFACTORY SITUATION.
The directors of the exhibition associa

tion have decided to go on with the ex
hibition, demanding the full $5,000 of the 
government grant. If by this action they 
weaken the chances for eelebra-a proper
tion of the Champlain tercentenary, it
wiH not add to the popularity of the ex
hibition. There is a possibility, however, 
that the government may yet agree to give 
a small grant toward the tercentenary cele
bration, which must be carried out.

Some cariosity appears to have been ex
pressed on the subject of subscriptions 
toward the tercentenary fund. Any mem
ber of the exhibition association who de
sires to Contribute will no doubt find an 
open door.

An exhibition is a good thing. The pro
posed Champlain celebration is a good 
thing. Neither should be allowed to kill 
the other. It would have been a graceful 
thing on the part of the exhibition people 
to have expressed a determination to as
sist the other enterprise, in which the peo
ple at large are so much interested. The 
celebration cannot be postponed, and cer
tainly cannot now with credit to the city 
be abandoned. Doubtless the St. John 
members of the legislature will make a 
strong plea for at least a small grant, and 
the tercentenary committee will have to 
appeal again to the council. The position 
of affairs is anything but satisfactory.

THE ASSESSMENT LAW.
The St. John assessment law must be 

further aim ended. The demands of the 
public service^ are increasing, and call for 
larger expenditure. The taxpayers must 
provide the money. The amendment with 
regard to banks does not meet tihe case.; 
Some of the banks would pay more; but 
two of them, the Bank of New Brunswick 
and Bank ofMontreal, would pay less. After 
aUl the explanatory and apologetic talk 
albout disproportion of taxes in the past 
has been poured into 'his ears, the citizen 
who wnill have to pay more taxes this year 
is stiill conscious of the fact that two of 
the banks would pay less. He asks the 
natural question: Who is 'better able to 
pay taxes than the banks—and why Should 
there ibe any reduction in the case of any 
one of them?

But the purpose of the bank assessment 
bill was to produce more money for civic 
purposes. It has failed in that respect, 
for the increase will be but trifling. 
Where, then, are funds to come from? 
Certainly the problem 'is not an easy one 
bo eolvie, but the requirements of the 
public services will comped a solution of 
some kind within the next few years.

The Deal Trade.
W. B. Snowball, manager of the J. B. 

Snowball Company, Ltd., has returned from 
Great Britain and the continent. He to not 
favorably impressed with the conditions pre
vailing in the deal markets on that side of 
thd (Atlantic. He found injamy who are 
usually ready buyers not disposed towards 
making engagements at prvailing prices, os 
they appear to think they may be able to 
do better by-and-bye. Mr. Snowball says 
the stocks on the other aide are quite large, 
a fact which encourages a watting policy on 
the part of buyers.—Miraamcbi Adivance.

Ice Made a Start a Woodstock-
Woodstock, N. B., April 10— (.Special)— 

The ice in the creek and rivet made a 
etart thia morning and ie gradually break
ing up.
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BEFORE THE CURTAIN RISES.
There are more..than 100 foreign news

paper con'capon dent.- in Mamdhuria, Cotea 
end Japan today at a time when two fleete 
end two- atvriies are jockeying for position 
before the finst serious test of strength, 
yet eo strict"is the censorship exercised by 
the combatants that of the real position
of the op peeing forces, which ie a matter 
of wbrld-wide and aibeoiibing intocest, no 
definite vi»>d-reach* an expectant public.1 
Every resource which money and ingenu
ity arKLgptet priee pan command bee been 
employd* by-til», greatest newspaper* of 
llhe world for the purpose of reporting the 
tier, b6t, tlife':Tffrfé*penèa of the censor 
Silences the oorretipond’ente during this 
period before one or the other of the op? 
peeing generals drives home his blow.

But w&ite these" preliminary move* on 
the cheab-’board of war are hidden from 

the correspondents will have their 
day. Once a battle has been fought there 
win M> long* be any liecswity for the 
secrecy which is now observed, "t he capi
tals of bqtili Japan and Russia will learn 
the new» from (he front with ati speed- 
The capitate will send out official ac
counts, and foillowing -those will come the 
d«cr:ptixe storiw of those reportera who 

lucky enough to be attached to the 
divisions engaged.

The lack ai definite hews during the last 
few days has-been ominous. Apparently 
the censors have Shut dor-vn absolutely 
upon despatches containing anything re
lating to the movement of troops, and 

the newspaper men who are stationed

ns now,

were

even
in the cities nearest the front have been 
-boUled up” almost to--a man. The public 
finds the interval tedious, but when ttotee- 
men and generals find tbenrselv.s in a situ
ât on like that now existing in the Far 
East they forget the outside world until 
there is news so good—or eo bad—that
it must be told.

THE MONEY.
Next year will be Fredericton's turn .to 

receive -ihe grant, the dates of the exhibi
tion here were announced last November, 
and it would certainly be unfair for St 
John to grab the granit tills year for the 
Champlain celebration, and then demand 
•nother for an exhibition next year.—Fred
ericton Herald.

St. John certainly- will carry out the 
tercentenary programme, and the celebra
tion will be on a ecale which has never 
been attempted hitherto in this part of 
Canada.-., St. John" may have an exhibition 
also. 16*-dot* thé-exhibition-will be the 
beet eve^rhdd in the province, 
ton wàH/seiid vivStore -to the c'ty
during these events "th an almost any other 
community, and all-of .them will be glad 
they camd.
, There ie, however, no disposition to 
**grab” Any money at the expense of the 
Fredericton exhibition which mill be held 
when the right time comes.

The tercentenary celebration is a matter 
separate and distinct from any and all 
exhibitions. Some money will be required 
from the local government amd from the 
city. Slo general is the interest in this 
celebration, eo picturesque and attractive 
will it be, and so beneficial to the city 
and the province ia it certain to prove that 
■we have no doubt both the aldermen and 
the legislatora at Flredericton will vote 
reasonable aid to ensure the carrying out 
of tihe programme in admirable fash ion.

The Fredericton Herald very properly 
remarked some days ago that the St. John 
river did not both rise and empty in this 
city, the stream being common to the 
province. For that reason and became 
do reasonable man has yet taken any but 
a most favorable view of the coming cele
bration, St. John is confident that tire 
money required wr l be forthcoming and 
that tih,» summer will be one which all 
New Brunawickens will remember with 
pride. St. John_ will pay its full share 
of the bil'e, but 
tinctly of provincial interest the legUia- 
ture wiil be expected to make a grant, 
just as it will, at smother time, make a 
grant in aid of the exhibition at Fred
ericton.

Frederie-

the celebration is diras

OUR «FROZEN” PORTS.
The English make *»ome woeful blunders 

idlien they diecuaë Canadian inafcbere, but 
Lord Strafchcona end others are gradually 
educating those most in need of induc
tion—<the public men whose misstatements 
are meet harmful. In itihe British Hour^e 
of Commons recently Sir C. McLaren, M. 
p. for Leicestershire, who is a nephew of 
fhe late John Bright, tried to correct a

.i

L
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Statement which, eg be thought, displayed 
the ignorance of the Chancellor of the Ex
chequer. The Chancellor had intimated 
that vessels could approach some Canadian 
ponts in the winter season. Sir C. Mc
Laren then asked with entebing gravity: 
'Is tihe right honorable gentleman aware 
that Canadian ports are closed during the 
winter monthe?” Whether or not the 
right honorable could find no word to say 
for himself docs not appear, but, as the 
Times reported Sir C. McLaren’e question, 
it came to the notice of Lord Stratii-cona.

The learned members of the British 
Co minors were perhaps amazed to read 
authentic statements to the effect that 
some of our seaport* are as accessible in 
wiriter as are Liverpool or London. Lord 
Strathoona quoted from the reports of the 
Hydrographic Office of the Admiralty con
cerning Halifax and St. John harbore,which 
are described as follow*: “Halifax posses-es 
an area of ten square miles, ie open at all 
seasons, and it* navigation ie scarcely ever 
interrupted by ice. It is one of tihe finest 
and safest harbors in tihe world, affording 
space and depth of water sufficient for a 
large number of vetecte. SL John harbor 
—One of the most remarkable and beauti
ful in America. Is safe, commodious, and 
always accessible; its navigation, even dur
ing the winter monitihe, is never impeded 
by ice.”

The d istinction drawn between the ef
fect of ice here and at Halifax will not 
be welcomed in the sister city. Halifax 
really deserves a less qualified certificate; 
but the general trend 
Gtrathcona’s reply will be praised 
in Canada and should do some
thing toward convincing grave 
sonages like Sir C. McLaren1 of the re
markable density of tiheir ignorance re
garding ports which are constantly loading 
and discharging British hnere throughout 
the winter.

Lord Stratheona supplemented the .-ad
miralty report by the information that 
many other Canadian ports are open dur
ing the whole year, among them Sydney, 
Bsquiimanlt and' Pont Simpson. Hie lord- 
dhip loses no opportunity to correct mis
taken and injurious impre.«ODe regarding 
Canada, but, as this incident in the Com
mons indicates, the work is of discour
aging magnitude.

had the honor of receiving yesterday, l 
desire to express my concurrence in the 
views presented by the different speakers, 
that nothing short of the prohibition of 
the sale of liquor in hotels and restrictions 
over sales for purposes generally recog
nized as proper and legitimate would fully 
protect society from the evil effects of 
excessive drinking so far as legislation can 
be invoked for that purpose.

Your decided preference for such a mea
sure as against amendments to the license 
law I understand to mean that you do not 
favor at present any other form of tem
perance legislation.

If the government is unable to give the 
measure desired this session it will be 
our duty to consider what means are avail
able for further action.

Yours truly,
W. G. ROSS.

Rev. J. A. RaAkin.
The newspapers at once sought inter

views on the sribject. Some of the dele
gates who had waited on Mr. Ross were 
greatly disappointed, some iwere in doubt 
as to his meaning, and some expressed 
the hope that something good was conceal
ed in the deliverance.

“I have been praying for Mr. Ross for 
a long time,” said (Rev. Dr. Carman, gen
eral superintendent of the Methodist 
church, “and I hope he took his breakfast 
today with an easy conscience.” Bat Dr. 
Uomnan added that he was hopeful con
cerning the whole situation.

Rev. Dr. McKay, of Woodstock, said: 
“It reminds me of an' incident in the life 
of the late Sir John A. Macdonald. A 
friend of his, (who was also a strong Liber
al, said to him one day: ‘Sir John, you 
have my prayers and sympathy, but I 
must give my vote to my party.’ Sir John 
replied: ‘If it would make no difference, 
I would prefer that your prayers and sym
pathy should go to the other party and 
that you should give me your vote.’ If 
Premier Roes would only give his vote 
for once to his temperance friends we 
would mot mind if bis prayers and sym
pathies went to the Other fellows.” But 
Dr. MacKaiy hopes Mr. Roes wiH say 
more when the question comes up in the 
house, and expects him to “stand by his 
oft-repeated pledge.”

One fact is quite noticeable in the vari
ous published interviews. Those persons 
who are politically friendly to Mr. Ross 
are very cautious in expressing opinions. 
It is not an easy task in either party to 
dissociate temperance principles from 
political predilections.

of Lord
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THE ODDS AND
THE COMING TEST.

While the world watches the Yalu and 
military experts guess who will win the 
first important land battle, an American 
observer rebukes the prophets who see 
indications that Britain, France, Germany 
and the United States will become involv
ed in the war, and telàs them Russia can
not wm. The prophets, says this writer, 
are fond of quoting Napoleon’s saying that 
victory belongs to the big battalions. He 
cites the Boer war to ahowj how long and 
determined may be the resistance of a 
people insignificant m numbers, and ar
gues from this example that five times 
Russia’s entire army could not conquer 
Japan.

More impressive ia his view; that Russia 
cannot bring her weight to bear:

"There is, however, no reasoning from 
the case of Kruger to that of the Mikado. 
Napoleon’s famous dictum applies in Ja
pan’s favor. From the moment she can 
command the Yellow Sea the tug bat
talions are hers for campaigns on the 
mainland. Even if Russia could there 
muster an equal army by transportation 
over thousands of miles of single-track 
railway, or by marching them to the 
ground on foot ,the problem of supplying 
them by that one wretched road would 
be insuperable. She cannot levy supplies 
from the Manchurians and Chinese with
out danger of her army and her line of 
supply being surrounded by hostilities. 
Her case is as Gulliver’s whan he was tied 
down. He could turn slightly to one side, 
and, no doubt, move his little finger. But 
the Lilliputians could and did walk over 
him safely. Had he not surrendered they 
might have Med torn to death at one ex
tended wrist, as distant, comparatively, 
from his main strength as Korea is from 
St. Petersburg.”

This writer, like many others, assumes 
that the Japanese military organization 
is so perfect and her men of such stamina 
that both will be equal to the test of a 
campaign of the most strenuous and des
perate character. Both Japan and Russia 
have yet to prove their merttle against a 
brave and resourceful foe under the con
ditions of modern campaigning. We shall 
know more about them when they have 
felt the full shock of cold, hunger, whole
sale killing. The proof of the real 
strength of either nation in the field ia 
yet to come.

>f BURNING QUESTION.
The St. John bank tax bill as amended 

in committee is hard to kill. Receiving a 
three months hoist by the casting vote of 
the chairman in the committee of the 
Whole at Fredericton yesterday, the meas
ure is apparently not yet abandoned by 
its advocates. Perhaps, however, they will 
reconsider the proposai to try to have the 
House pass it by one vote after the 
warm and damaging discussion of which 
it was* tihe subject yesterday. St. John will 
Watch the next chapter of the bill’s his
tory with keen interest.

Meantime the main question is: How, 
and when, is this city going to 
get down to a business system, not 
only in levying and assessing .taxes, but 
also in collecting them?

The present system of assessment is not 
only ancient, but bad, as well.

Our taxes are increased every year, but 
while a certain proportion of our citizens 
pay more and more, others, who should 
pay their share of the increasing civic 
burden, are permitted to evade it by one 
subterfuge or another. The 5aw is a bad 
one, reflecting no credit upon its authors. 
And it is all tihe worse because it is not 
properly enforced.

Last year the rate was $1.62, this year 
it is $1.70, and who knows that next 
year it -will not ibe $2.00? It looks as if 
more money would ibe required for schools, 
streets, and especially for water, as our 
water system must be reformed at heavy 
cost. Of course there is the old method 
of borrowing the money to meet all ex
penditures, but oiur interest account is 
running up very rapidly, and the principal 
must be provided for some day. The coun
cil ought to devise some means to coEect 
the back taxes or settle them in some 
way, and it should see that all Who are 
able to pay should be made do so at once. 
With the present debt increasing eo rapid
ly, it behooves the council to discover and 
levy upon new sources from which to de 
rive more cash.

If the local government allows the bill 
before the house to pass, as it is purposed 
to do, it wiCl give the city a total tax of 
$9,972 from branch banks, including the 
Bank of Montreal taxes in full. There is 
no reason why these taxes should be 
lowered at all; they should pay the $500 
the same as other banks, making the 
amount they should pay this year, about 
$3,720. Adding on the Bank of New Bruns
wick’s taxes, at last year's figures, there 
would be a total of $17,391.

If the present bill is passed in the 
house, it will mean that the city will lose 
about $4,000 clear, which will have to be 
made up by the business men and in
dustries, which are now -taxed up to their 
full limit, and are not nearly eo able to 
pay as the Bank of New Brunswick or 
Bank of Montreal. Yet the present bill 
will reduce the taxes of these institutions, 
certain aldermen to the contrary notwith
standing. These aldermen, by the way, 
have changed their viens since the bill 
was introduced.

The bill as originally presented wou'd 
be of a great deal more benefit to St. 
John than as amended. The people iwlro 
own bank stocks have no cause for com
plaint. They do not belong to the poor 
class but to the wealthy class. There is 
no good reason why they should not pay 
their full share. Legislation which permits 
them to escape a part of their taxes is in
defensible. St. John’s representatives in 
the legislature should consider the city’s

PROHIBITION AND POLITICS
The oracular reply of Premier Roes of 

Ontario, to the Methodist and Baptist 
clergymen who waited on him last Mon
day and demanded a straightforward an
swer to the question whether he intended 
to fulfil lids pledges with regard to prohi
bition, has provoked no little amusement 
in that province.

The Toronto News .publishes a cartoon, 
“Deserted at the Altar,” in which Mr. 
Ross is pictured fleeing from the side of a 
horrified maiden lady, “The Temperance 
Party,” juet as the clergyman is about to 
make them one. The Toronto Mail and 
Empire compares 'the premier’s reply to 
the statement of Captain Jack Bunsby# 
who won fame by delivering himself in this 
wise: “Whereby, why not? If so, what 
odds? Can any man eay otherwise? No, 
avast then!”

Premier Ross had pledeged himself to 
give an answer within forty-eight hours. 
He book three hem ns grace, and then hand
ed out the foillowing:

April 6, 1904.
My Dear Sir,—

In repl^ to the deputation 'which I
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