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PROVINCIAL TAXATION.

As a result of - fhe. spenduhrift!
proclivities, gross mismanagement ur l]
generat lack of knowtedge of how to!
conduct puwdiic affairs, on the part of!
the Foswer Covernment, the Province
is steeped so deeply in financial dim-,
cwufties, it is said, that, unless somej
new sources of revenue can be found, i
the most serious oconsequences &rel
likely to emsue. Despite the fact that
the revenue is now twice what it was
in 1917 when the present Government
took office, there have been deficits
in each year of its administration.
amounting in the whole down to the
end of the fiseal yoar October 1920 w0
over $300,000. What the deficit for
the year ending October last is has
not yot been announced, hut the mem-
bers of the Government are well aware
of ‘it, and are probably not feeling
any toc cheerful about it, Still ex-
perience ¢oes not seem to teach them
anything; . ihe same reckless ex-|
travegance characterizes
duct; and i appearances arc to be
any guide as to their probable cours:
of aclion, i they had ten umes as
great a revenue as they actaaily bave,
they would still spend every cent of
it—and more.

The people of New Brumswick are
now informed that more money must
be forthcoming from somewhere or
other to enable the expenditures to he
met; and a despatch from the seat
of government says that the choice
of a new revenue raising scheme resis
between the following: (1) Liquor
sales; (2) Income tax; (3) Land tax.
It will thus be seen that even 'with
the ‘bounding revenues” that members
of the Government are so fond of re-
ferring to as instances of the benefici-

r coa-|

ent results of their administration,
the people are face to face with|
direct taxation. Taking these three |

sources of revenne in their order, the
one that should perhaps be most

strongly recommended is a tax on

liquor sales, and so let those who
want liquor pay for the privilege of
being able to get it The more it|
costs them, the better for themselves |

and the revenues. Thé cause of tam»'
perance will be more effectively served |
by making it lawful for a man to pro>-
cure liquor if he wants it, and s will-
ing to pay a stiff price to get it, than

by any so-called prohibitory laws
that don’t prohibit
As for the imp: lon of an income |«

tax, any Provincial Government that
falls back on this form of taxation
should be summarily ejected from
pewer. We already have to pay -
come tax to the Dominion Govern-

ment, we also pay income tax to the
local and cities;

it we

authorities in to

are called to pay ¥e
tax to the Provinci
people will have no
income left for their own use. A
land tax has fewer objectionable |
features than a third income tax be-
cause it would fall to a large extent
who with very few

upon

another in
authc es many

on the farmers,

exceptions, do not now pay income
tax. This would even matters up
somewhat, for nineteen-twentieths of

the income tax is paid by dwellers in
urban districts, while the farmevs get

off free.
But why should other sources of
revenue be needed at all? If the

Province was really getting—what !t
was mromised when the Foster party
came into power—a business govern-
ment, there would be no need for
more revenue. The crdinary revenue
at the present time, is, as we said
before, more than twice the amount
it was five years ago; and Iif Mr.
¥oster and his colleagues had practis-
ed the economy that they preachad,
they would have kept their expendi-
tores within their income, more par
ticuiardy in view of the fact that the
jaiter was so much increased. But
the more money they get, the more
they seem to want t¢ spend. The
of the Liberd party shows
that extravagance is that party's

the brakes on reckless expenditure,

Mr, Foster's only idea of economy
seems to be to keep seats in the
Legislature vacant as long as possible,
80 that the sessional indemnities may
be saved. !

history pure “bunk.” That is just
about the sort of opinion one would
expoct o man of Mr. Ford's calibre to
h«_ve but it must come as more or
of a surprise to lcarm that a
nation as admittediy intelligent as the
American, shoald regard histors as of
so little interest and conseguence,
There is no subjeet under the sum
fascinating nor of such compeilling
interest as history and the more xn
individuai learns of it, the more he
desires to learn. “Bunk” indeed!
Where can be found & more engrossing
subject than a study of the lives of
the great statesmen, soldiers and
leaders of men, through whose efforts
civilization has reached the pitch at
which we now enjoy it? If some of
our buqdving statesmen would take the
trouble to read the lives of some of
the English statesmen of the 18th and
19th centories, men who did somé
thing to build up the British coustitu-
ticn, such as the two Pitts, Burke,

80

Fox, Walpole, Harley, Peel ahd so on
down to Gladstone, it would be teo
their advantage. No one can read the

lives, speeches and corespondence
f mnien such a these withoat
learning to admire their style of

oratory, their diction and choice of ex-

pressions, and their command of
language as a whole. The same may
be said of the classics, in fact it is

said of (ladstone that he attributed
his great gift of expression to his
famriliarity with Homer and other
Greek poets. We may talk as we like
of our boasted civilization and of the
heights of learning to which we have
attained in tb 20th century, but the
man who knows his Homer, his Virgil
and his Cicero, along with other c'ass-
ical anthors, will tell you that even
after the lapse of centuries these men
still stand unrivalled when it comes
to showing ability to make proper use
of language and displaying a real gift
of expression.

No, is not “bunk” and the
man who sald it was only betrayed a
degree of ignorance that makes him
most sincerely to be pitied,

history

FADS AND MEDICAL SCIENCE.

A London dentist teils a jourmalist
thmt he is overwhelmed by people
sent to him by doctors to have their
teeth out: “Young men and young
it 1s al the same, It is like
“bleeding in the old days—a univeys

women-—

al
Some of the most fashionable
will sending
“people to get their teeth out to cure
spralned ankle; Of course there is
“something in it.” Of course there i<

cure

“physiclans soon be

There is always something in a new
medical fashion, even if it Is carded
to extremes No doubt there was

something even in the older medical
f. ions, based on empiricism and
gone into the discard such
indiscriminate bleeding.

This leads the aforesaid journalist
to conclude that it is largely a matter
of perspective, for one gets the truth
mainly by glimpses, and the newest
glimpse is apt to be rather disconcert-
ing to steadiness of vision. One year
the great secret may be seen to lie
in the vermiform appendix or the
tonsils; from foot arches attention
may abruptly shift to the sacro-iliac
nerve or the thyroid gland. At one
time eye-strain may seem to account
for most of the woes of civilized
humanity, till the verebrae or intes-
tinal bacteria take their turn.

It the teeth are having thelr tarn
now, it is only a reversion to the
simpler practice of ruder days when
people did not expect to keep their
teeth till old age, and toothache was
summarily dealt with by the nearve.
barber. When dental surgery began
to work its miracles it seemed for a
whille like a complete solution, but in
medical science there are few com-
plete solutions. Hach new discovery
is a forward step, but progress is not
necessarily in agstraight line. Fads
come and go, but each before it goes
contribntes something to knowledge.

In the particular case of this London
dentist called upon to care lumbago
by the extraction of teeth, medical
opinion may and does differ widely as
to the wisdom of carrying the theory
so far without convincing evidence
that the source of the trouble is to
be found in the testh, but even if
enthusiasts push a specialty of ¢his
kind to extremes they are om the
right track. Science is learning much
of the devious routes by which infec-
tion may travel and of the prime
necessity of discovering and eliminat-
ing septic conditions which may be
the source of infection.

Thus as knowiedge widens it -be-
comes M more complex and maore
intricately interrelated. New dis
are discovered and named, but at the
same time mmladies which had been
regarded as distinet are found to be
but varying menifestations of a com-
mon canse. The war on sepsis whieh

now as

the 19 century carried so farin

(almost alwaye falls into its proper

(vice; but after all that has happenea,

‘and level-headed Muonet can find
a place for the new without losing
his ‘sense of preportion. And when
a eraze of this kind subsides It

place .as a . vauable coniribution to
crthodox science,. That the discoveries
to be made along the lines of in-
vestigation which have boen opened n
recent years will carry modical science
far cannot be qnasuoqed. There was
a time not so long ago when medicine
scemgd to lag behind surgery, but
medicine is. now bhaving s turn and
may olaim some of the greatest
scient¥ic triumphs of our century.
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WHAT OTHERS SAY

4
{

&
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Judas Advice.
(Woodstock Sentinel-Review.)

The Montreal Star is oftering advice
to the Conservative party. The Con
servative party may be in need of ad
it 1s not likely to be in the proper
frame of
comes from the Montreal Star,

Would Be Nice, But—
(Guelph Herald.)

An agitation is in progress in Great
Eritain for the restoration of penny
postage, which we would like to see in
Canada. With financial conditions as
they are, however, the day of the re-
1 of two-cent stamps appears to be
istant.

There's An Election Yet
(Brantford Expositor.)

It is a rather curious coincidence
that Hon, Howard Ferguson, the Con-
servative leader in Ortario, should rep-
resent Grenville in the Ontario legis
lature, while Hon. Arthur Meighen, the
Conservative leader in. the Dominion,
should be seeking to represent the
same constituency in the House ot
Commons. If Grenville is after leader-
ship it ought to feel grateful at the
manner in which its requirements are
being met.

Explanation Needed.
(Woodstock Sentinel-Review.)

It now appears that the Merchants
Banrk was brought ‘to the position in
which it now finds itself by the dis
covery of an impairment of $8,000,000
in the reserve. Somebody in a position
of authority in the bank, it seems, as-
sumed the responsibility of advancing
this money on securities which provea
to be worthless, and this was done ap-
parently, without the knowledge of the
directors. Indeed, the discovery was
not made by the directors until it was
too late to avert the consequences.

There is need for some frank and
satisfactory explanation of how this
was possible if public confidence in
tank management is not to suffer a
serious shock. It is a matter of con-
gratulation that the results are not
worse than they really are; but the
known facts are serioug enough to
warrant a demand for some guarantee
ageinst a repetition of the cause.
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THE LAUGH LINE
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Wrong Accent.

Miss Watson—“Did Mr, Stark say
to you as I entered the drawing-room
last night, Clara, ‘Is that the beauti-
ful Miss Watson? "

Clara—“Yes, dear, with the accent

the ‘that’

on

Chinaman’s Chance,
*“Judge,” cried the prisoner in the
dock, “have I got to be tried by a
woman jury™
“Be quiet,” whispered his counsel.
“l won't be quiet! Judge I can’t
even fool my own wife, let alone 12
strange women. I'm guilty.”

He's a Gentleman,

The little girl travelling with her
mother on a Bank street car, was
suddenly heard to say to the man next
to her: “Da Da.” The mother said:
“No, dear; that is not your dey,
that’s a gentleman.”

Nothing to Complain Of
Tom—*“Do you have long hours in
the new place you're working?”

might cause the disease. ;
Particular tads may be earvied to
extremes, but this is not so much ¥
matter of nclontl knowledge as o
1 jud the ri d

mind to appreciate what; _

~ fhave nothing on the St.

G -ﬁor.
Spoarts, -
_but it makes so mutch noise in

noise, being never so far.
Sissietyr Amung those w

Hunt, Mr. Leroy Bhooster and M

: Patent th

.+ df your parents doubt y

As good 88 you was abl

And you wunt to prove y

Jest leeve a little soa

Household Hints.  You ea

pipe with chewing gum and thu
long.

Biszniss and Financial. B
Dave formed a new pardnershi
the firm known as the Potts S|
‘will ¥e annountced later as it h
* 'Things You Awt to Know.
Kitty slaps her desk with her r
180 times ‘a hour, 4320 times a d
times a munth or 145,920 times

-'.-.'.-.-.-.-.r.-.'f‘.-.-.-.-.-.-.r.r.-.'."f.!fl,fl L
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“THE PARK AVE. NEWS,
Possertly better proberly werse. ;
Puds Simkins got a puntching bag for Chrismas
that he says he's eorry he gob it in the ferse place on e
0&!‘} of ony being allowed to use it wen nobody objects 10 the '
diffrent Ohrissmas presents are Mr. Bemny Potts, Mr.

+POME BY SKINNY MARTIN.

PE

the howse wen he puntches it

ho wish they had got more and
sid
r. Bd. Wernick.

e Ideer.

ou washed your face

@ frunt and reer,

ou dident skip a feeturs,

p inside one ear.

n plug up a leek in a watter
s pervent a flood, but not for

enny  Potts and Puds Simkins
p, doth deing senior members of
mkins Co. The kind of bizzniss
asent bin decided yet.
According to axual count Miss
uler 3 times a minnit, making
ay, 3040 times a week, 12,160
& yeer by axual mezzurement,
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[INTHE EDITOR'S MALL |

THE_F!RE DEPARTMENT

To the BEditor of The Standard:

Dear' Sir:—While travelling on a
train a few days ago I became inter
ested in a conversation regarding the
St. John ¥ire Department, It was sald
that the Commissioner of Public Safe.
ty was taking steps towards & per
manent fire: department for St. John.
Then it ‘'was said that the city was
pretty well in debt, and the word
“Bond Issue”™ was becoming a common
word in City Hall. 1 am sure the
citizens will ‘be adverse to'any more
debt, if it ean be avoided.

The time for a permanent fire de
partment id .Bt. John is not ripe, or,
in other words, the city can’'t afford
it at the present time. Perhaps there
could be a few changes made im the
department which would make it more
efficient, but, to think of getting clear
of the ‘“Call Men” and fill their places
with men. who perhaps would not be
as efficient, would be a wrong move.
As far as [ can learn there are only
about one hundred call men in the
whole city of St. John, and each one
receives a salary of $225, per year.
They requested a slight increase some
months ago.and were refused, it is
said, on the grounds that the city
could not gfford it. I have never been
a fireman, but 1 have seen many de-
partments im action, and I have failed
vet to' witness better fire fighters than
there are at the presemt time in St.
John, and,- farther more, those boys
earn-every @ent they: receive.

I think it weuld be a most unwise
action to :replace any of them and
fill the places;with others that would
cost the city a great deal more money.
I was#’ in Halifax recently and had a
chance to see the sister city’s per-
manent department. in action, and 1
want to say, that the Halifax firemen
John men
when it comes te efficient work. When
asked what if cost the city of Hali-,
fax to clothe'and pay wages to these
permanent men, 1 was told the amount
paid out annually was in the vicinity!
of $185,000. Surely, the Chief of the
St. John Department, and the officers
under him, know when a fireman 18
not doing the work aliotted to him,
and then it wounld be time to fill his
place with a man who wonld be able
to perform the work. The life of a fire-
man is not ap easy one when it comes|
to fighting fire. They are at all times
waiting for an alarm, and at nearly
every fire they are taking their lives
in their hands, The men in the St.
John department are good fire fighters
and should mot be replaced by men
who would ot be any better. It ts a
sure fact that & fire department should
bs kept right up to the standard, but
it: would be worth while for the May-
or and Commissioners to give the mat-
ter serious’ thomght before it burdens
the citizens with a . great additional

CASTORIA

ETIQUETTE.,

The Gossips tell a story of the Spar
row and the Cat,

The Feline thin and hpngry and the
Bird exceeding fat.

With eager, Tamished energy and claws
of gripping steel,

Puss pounced upon the Sparrow and
prepared to make a meal

The Sparrow never struggled when he
found that he was caught

(It somewhat slow in action he was
mighty quick in thought),

But chirped in simple dignity that
seemed to fit the case,

“No Gentleman would ever eat befors
he’d washed his face !”

This hint about his Manners wounded
Thomas like a knife

(For Cats are great observers of the
Niceties of Life)!

He paused to lick his paws, which
seemed the Proper Thing to do—

And, chirruping derisively, away ‘the
Sparrow flew !

Jack—*No, the wusual 60-minute 4
kind.” For Infants and Children
- .| InUseForOver30 Years
1| Always bears
{ A BIT OF VERSE | B
s s 4| Sign of

Head Office
527 Main St. 35 Charlotte

Bronch Office

‘Phone 683 "Phone 38
DE. J. D. MAHER, Proprietor.

Open 9 a. m. Until 0 p. m,

debt by having a permanent depart-
ment.

Undoubtediy a few changes could be
made to make the St. John depart-
ment more efficient, but this does not
mean doing away with the “call men,”

Thanking you for the space, ana
trusting that my remarks may bear
scme results,

TRAVELLER

TELLS HOW CATARRH
IS DESTROYED QUICKLY
Cadarrh sufferers,, meaning those
with  colds, sore throat, b hial

appreuate.

very moderate prices.

You'll have no fear of skidding on slippery strests
if you have a set of these depnadible chains on your
. tires. Theybnngafeelmz of security which you'll

We carry Weed Chains i all populat sizes and it

A full line of Auto Accessories in stock.

i i)

M. 250 " MCAVITY’S

11-17
King St

BALATA

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
ON

ENGLISH .

BELTING

Write for Price. Orders Promptly Shipped.

D. K. McLAREN, Limite
Main 1121. 90 Germain St., St. John, N. B. Box 702.

is unequalled in quality
is sold at right prices.

unemployment situation.

H. B. Brand Hardwood Flooring

is manufactured by local workmen

When you buy our flooring you help out the local

HALEY BROS., LTD., St. John, N. B.

trouble, etc., can all be fixed up right
at home by inhaling “Catarrhozone.”
In using Catarrhozoné you don’t take
medicine into the stomach—you just
hreathe a healing piney vapor direct
to the lungs and air passages, The
purest balsams and the greatest anti-
septics are thus sent to every: epot
where catarrhal trouble  exista —
germs are killed, foul secretions are
destroyed, nature is givem a chance
und the disease ends quickly. Colds
and throat troubles can't last if the
pure healing vapor of Catarrhozone is
breathed — sneezing and coughing
cease at once, because irritation is
removed, Bronchitis, irritation ana
weakness in the throat soon disap
pear, Use Catarrhozone whether
soung or old. Two months' treatment
$1.00; small size 50c., dealers every-
where, or The Catarrhozone Co., Mon-
treal

Phone M. 2152

New Year Speclals,

ELECTRIC IRONS, TOASTERS and CURLERS.

ELRCTRICAELY AT YOUR SERWCE

Tee (DEBB GILECTRIC (JO.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

$5.00 each.

91 CERMAIN ST,

Iron and Brass Castings.
West St. John.

The Union Foundry and Machine Works, Ltd.

Engineers and Machinists.

‘Phone West ‘598
G. H. WARING, Manager.

SAVE YOUR EYES

It your vision is impaired—if your
eyes won't stand the strain of
hard, constant work—you owe it to
_yourself to make up the deficiency
by wearing glasses.

We grind our own lenses

insuring you prompt

COAL
Hard and Soft, Best Quality.
Also Dry Wood.
The Colwell Fuel Co., Ltd.

'Phones West 17 or 90,
Wholesale and Retall

CARPENTERS
CAN

BE

KEPT

BUSY

Doors to be eased, locks to
be fixed, shelves to be put up,
hardwood floors to be laid,
kitchen dressers and buik-in
china closets to be made,

Work that can be done now
better than when the outside
work starts.

Lamber, cupboard doors, ete.

Phone Maln 1893,

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.
186 Erir Street.

ALL ‘GRADES OF

Hard and Soft Coal

Lowest Prices.

GEORGE DICK,

46 Britain St.  'Phone M. 1118

FOR High Class Work and
Prompt Delivery
See Us. ¥
FLEWWELLING PRESS,
Engravers and Printers
MARKET SQUARE, ST. JOHN.

helpless, hopeless h
Sparrow on the bough,

at tha

ow:
“Henceforth Il utlw dinner

first,

then wash myself 1"——And that's

‘The Universal Etiquette for Educated
Cats.

~Arther Guitermman,

REV. v. .
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Inside
Trim

Now

Prices may go higher to
morrow. You'l be money
in pocket by purchasing
your Inside Trim today.
Our stock includes all
stock patterns, Best qual-
ity, always.

For prices 'Phone M. 3000

CASH PURCHASES
WILL BE TREATED
WITH EXCEPTIONAL
LIBERALITY.

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.

Opysters, Clams,
Halibut, Mackerel,
Salmon, Haddock,
Cod, Salt Shad.

SMITH’S FISH MARKET

-QOUR NEW TERM
BEGINS
Tuesday, January 3rd,

Calendars and Rate Cards
mnledtoanylﬂdmu.

SAVE YOUR EYES

Enjoy These Long -
Winter Evenings

A comfortable chair by the
fire and a good story to read |
| make a winter's night
delightful

There are so many good
books and magarines, and it
is 8o easy to get glasses that
make the printing clear and -
black, that you miss lots of
rich pleasure if you do not
read.

Let us fit you with a pair of

reading glasses—resttul to

the eyes and comfortable

on your face. They will add

much in. every way to the

llil'ﬂ-heﬁon you goi out of
e,

2

L. L. SHARPE & SON,

Jewelers ar4 Optometrists.

21 King 8t., 8t, John, N.
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Cleai
¢

of Men’s, Women'’s a

. of all kinds at fa

We are not looking for p1
our January Sale on for t
clear vut our winter stock
spring goods.

Ladies’ Dept.
Second Floor.

Ladies’ Coats with fur col
lars, worth from $30 to
$55.00—Sale price from
$17.98 to $35.

Ladies’ Good Heavy Win-
ter Coats,worth from $22
to $42—Sale price from
$10.98 to $26.

Ladies’ Serge Dresses,worth
from $14 to $30—Sale
price from $8.98 to $22.

Ladies’ Silk Dresses to clear
less 25 per cent.

Ladies’ Suits, worth from
$28 to $55—Sale price
from $10.98 to $35.

Ladies’ Rain Coats at half
pelcs.

Ladies’ Corsets, Shirtwaists
and Whitewear at special
i

Ladies’ Cashmere Hose, 4
pairs for $1.00.

Ladies Skirts of all kinds at
special cut prices,
Girls’ Coats, to fit from 5 to

12 years, worth from

& $10.50 to $15 — Sale

- price $6.98 to $7.98.

Girls' Wool Sets, worth
i $3.75—-Sale price $1.48.

Do your shopping w|
*  for your s




