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ELECTION CHARGES.

Interesting opinions as to corrup-
tion in election campaigns are publish-
ed in the Toronto News of Saturday
last in connection with the protests
entered by the Liberals in Chateau-
guay and the Conservatives in South
Bruce, The Liberals have been hint-
ing at a “saw-off” whereby neither
petition will come to trial, and Mr.
Morris, Conservative, will take his
geat in Chateauguay, and Mr. Truax,
Liberal, in South Bruce. Ontario Con-
gervatives, as represented Dby the
News, do not view with favor the idea
of a “saw-off,” but prefer to have the
law take its course in each case. On this
point the News’ article is of particular
interest. It says:

“It is to be hoped that there will
be no saw off between South
Bruce and Chateauguay. The peo-
ple have the right to know just
what methods were employed by
both parties in both contests. The
chances are that if the protests
go to trial we shall have a revela-
tion of Liberal methods that will
reduce the Liberal politicians and
their organs to silence for some
time to come, If it is found that
the Liberal managers are as cor-
rupt in Opposition as they were
in office the country will look
elsewhere for moral teaching. An
Opposition resolutely determined
to have honest elections would
deserve public respect. An Op-
position which denounces corrupt
practices by its opponents and is
flagrantly corrupt in its - own
methods deserves only public con-
tempt.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the organs
supporting him were particularly bla-
tant regarding Chateauguay. The
leader of the opposition, himself, de-
clared that the counstituency was stol-
en by the Government. The state-
ments, however, supported by
a very meagre collection of charges,
not nearly so formidable as those
preferred by the Conservatives in
South Bruce.

The Liberals also made a wild out-
cry over the result in Macdonald. Out
there they were only too ready to
have the seat voided by confession
of bribery by agents and to escape in-
quiry into the methods adopted by the
corrupt Saskatchewan machine. It is
understood that if the real facts had
been declared it would been
proved that the Opposition spent be-
tween $28,000 and $30,000 in the ef-
fort to defeat the Government's can-
didate, It is admitted that there was
bribery in behalf of the Conserva-
tive candidate, but it is just as certain
tnat the Opposition dare not face a
full investigation into their own meth-
ods,

Now there are charges both in Cha-
teauguay and South Bruce. By all
means they should be tried. The
voice of the people should not be in-
terfered with, no matter which politi-
cal party is responsible.

B

THE MAIL QUESTION.

were

have

There can be no two opinions on
the question whether first-class Brit-
ish mails brought to St. John should
be forwarded to Montreal via C. P. R.
—a 480 mile run, or by the I. C. R—
a 741 mile run. On this matter Lib-
erals and Conservatives are united
in demanding the more direct roate.
When correspondence, arising from
the routing of the Tunisian’s mails
(which we are told were largely com-
posed of newspapers and parcels), is
used as a pretext for abusing Hon.
Mr. Hazen, Conservatives and Liber-
als are not united. The Times deals
with “Hon. J. D. Hazen's cynical re-
ply to constituents.” Mr. Hazen's
reply was neither cynical nor dis-
courteous. If there has been any dis-
gourtesy toward St. John the gentle-
man responsible for it is Mr. R. M.
Coulter, deputy postmaster-general.
If Liberal papers desire to assail any
person in connection with the “dis-
courtesy” to St. John, Mr. Coulter is
the man to take the blame. Incident-
ally it might be mentioned that he was
appointed by the Laurier governmeat
to the position he now holds, the date
of his appointment being August 1st,
1897. .

As far as Mr. Hazen is concern
he was asked to communicate the
claims of St. John to the Post Offica
Department. He did so, and commu-
nicated to the President of the Board
- of Trade the answeér he recelved.. If
the answer is regarded by Liberal
mewspapers as discourteous, surely
_that is not Mr. Haten's fault. But

then Liberal newspapers are not ‘n-
to be particularly logical or
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is thoroughly in accord with the spirit
of the times. Both views may be cor-
rect, put is the “spirit of the times,”
as used in this sense, the correct spir-
it? Years ago young people attended
dancing parties and enjoyed them-
sedves to the full without “tangoes,”
“turkey trots,” “bunay hugs,” or any
of the atrocities now presented under
the guise of dancing. Are social con-
ditions any better today than they
were twenty years ago? It is not wise
to wish for a return of old times in all
things, but it was never necessary to
ban the dances of our fathers or moth-
ers on the ground of immodesty. If
the “tango” is in keeping with the
spirit of the times is it not advisable
to curb the spirit?

THE JUBILANT GRITS.
Jubilantly the Times quotes the
Montreal Daily Mail to the effect that
“the result in BEast Middlessex and
South Bruce, and the voiding of the
election in" Macdonald were all a
source of encouragement to the Lib-
erals.”

East Middlesex was won by the
Conservatives, the Liberal victory in
South Bruce has been protested by
the Conservatives on the ground of
corruption, bribery and practically all
other forms of election rascality; the
Liberals in Macdonald were glad to
receive an admission of bribery by
a Conservative agent in order that
their own misdeeds might not be prob-
ed,

Truly the Liberals should be more
than encouraged; they should be
tickled to death. But, will they be so
happy when the whole story of the
peculiar activities of Mr. Truax, the
Liberal candidate in South Bruce, is
ventilated in the courts? Truly exces-
sive mirth goeth before sadness.

ARt ot g bl deniing

AS OTHERS SEE US.

A matter of much interst to the
people of St, John is thus briefly treat-
ed by an exchange:

“St. John Liberals are attack-
ing Hon. Mr. Hazen and the pre-
sent Government because it is
feared that St. John is not going
to get its share of traflic coming
over the National Transcontinent-
al.

“These modern Rip Van Win-
kles should look up what happen-
ed while they slept as far back as
1903. When the big project was
first proposed, New Brunswick
Conservatives in Parliament and
out of it were solidly in favor of
St. John being made the terminus
of the road. That stout-hearted
Liberal, the late Hon. A. G.
Blair, was of the same opinion.
Fielding and his ‘solid eighteen’
had Laurier on their side, how-
ever, and instead of being built
directly to St. John, the line was
routed across the centre of the
province, through tracts of swamp
and forest, to the town of Monc-
ton.

“From the standpoint of the
City of St. Johm and its aspira-
tions toward being the winter port
of Canada, the action of the Laur-
ier Government was indefensible,
and no matter what the Laur
ierites and Pugsleyites may say to
the contrary, they can never erase
from the public mind the knowl-
edge that if St. John loses busi-
ness because the G. T. P. is head-
ed for Halifax the responsibility
rests directly upon the shoulders
of 8ir Wilfrid Laurier, who be-
trayed the people of the New
Brunswick city to save the ‘poli-
tical skin’ of Hon. W. S. Fielding
in Nova Scotia. And, moreover,
when Hon., J. D. Hazen sought
to remedy the evil by construct-
ing the Valley railway, Pugsley
and Carvell fought to delay its be-
ing built at every turn. Upon
these two men, and Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, the blame must rest for
the Transcontinental blunder.”

Apparently our

views
and the Times,

Last evening's

proach of Christmas.
your Christmas shopping?
v

Western friends
have not been forming their opinfons
on the situation in St. John from the
expressed by the Telegraph

touch of winter
brings forcible reminders of the ap-
Have you done

'HISTORIC DAYS [N CANADA
One hundred years ago today Col.

e preceding May. Gen.
ulure. although he had 2,700 men in
s a A, idad m 4.

at
was the better part of valor, and
evacuated the fort on the following
day, Dec. 10, 1813. Before leaving,
however, McClure was guilty of a wan-
ton and cruel act that was condemned
almost as bitterly by his own country-
men as by Canadians. He ondered his
men to set fire to the houses in the
neighboring town of Newark, once the
¢apital of Upper Canada. The village,
consisting of about 150 houses, was
almost wiped out, only one small
dwelling, a part of St. Mark’s chunch,
and the Indian councll house escaping
the flames. The 400 inhabitants, most-
ly women and children, were given
scant warning of the disaster that was
to overtake them, and escaped from
their flaming houses with little more
than the clothing they wore. It was
a bitterly cold night and the suffer-
ing of the victims of this cruel act was
intense. The conflagration was visible
to Col. Murray and his men and they
‘marched at once to Newark, only to
find the village a ‘mass of smoking
ruins, and the Americans in full re-
treat, leaving their guns and stores
behind. Several American villages
were burned by way of retaliation and
Fort Niagara, on the American side,
was captured by the English,
——————

THE HUMAN PROCESSION

AN ANARCHISTIC PRINCE,

Prince Peter Alexeivitch Kropotkin,
scientist, explorer, geographer and an-
archist, was born in Russia seventy-
one years ago today. The Nihilist
Prince comes of a family that is said
to have as good a claim to the Rus-
sion throne as the Romanoffs. In his
youth Prince Peter traveled all over
Manchuria, Siberia and China, and
won the gold medal of the Russian
Geographical Society. It was forty
vears ago that he joined the Inter-
national Workingmen's Association,
the parent body of both scientific so-
cialism and philosophic anarchism. |,
The Prince was locked up in a dun-
geon in the grim fortress of St. Peter
and St. Paul. For three years he was
kept in close confinement, spending
the time in writing scientific articles
for the Brittanica, as well as two
volumes on glaciers, He used the
heavy stoll which was the only furni-
ture of his cell as a medicine ball,
and walked five miles each day by pac-
ing his narrow dungeon. Eventually
he fell ill and was sent to the hospi-
tal, from which, with the assistance of
friends, he managed to escape, and
made his way to England
—_———————

THE PASSING DAY

PERUVIANS CELEBRATE.
On this beautiful summer day—for
it Is summer now below the equator—
the people of Peru and Bolivia will
celebrate the eighty-ninth anpniver.
sary of the battle of Ayacucho, in
which the patriots under Gen. Sucre
defeated and all but annibilated the
army of Spain. For Peru, and to a
lesser extent Bolivia, that battle
ushered in a period of peace, prosper-
ity and liberty, broken only by a dis-
astrous war with Chile and a few
minor revolutions. The last message
to congress of President Senor Don
Guillermo E. Billinghurst, which was
published as advertising at the ex-
pense of the Peruvian government in
several North American papers, ap-
parently shows that Peru is mow rid-
ing on the top wave of prosperity,
and is highly hopeful of vast benefits
to be derived from the opening of the
Panama Canal. This opinion is ap-
parently shared by North American,
English, German and French capita-
lists, who are covering the ancient
country of Pizarro with a net work of
railways. Two months ago the Peru-
vian congress abolished the section
of the constitution which made Roman
Catholicism the state religion and
prohibited the exercise of any other
religion. For many years the govern.
ment has permitted the building of
Protestant chunrches and schools, in
spite of the constitutional prohibition,
but the latter has now been removed.
President Billinghurst is oI English
descent, and was elected by the pro-
gressive party.

General Sucre, the hero of the battle

and Bolivio, was rewarded with the
presidency of the Upper Peru, now
Bolivia, and the capital was named
after him. Son Martin, the Argentine
patriot, assisted by the Chllean navy
under Admiral Lord Cochrane, the
immortal English sea fighter, had
previously driven the Spaniards from
a large part of Peru, and, when Sucre
finally crushed the Royalists at Aya-
cucho on December 9, 1824, a republic
had already been established with its
City of the Kings.

In Lima the brilliant half-modern,
half-ancient capital, today’s celebra-
tion of Ayacucho will ceatre in the
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‘'To make the locomotive tender.'
“And the young man from the of-
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M-‘ ited Sects.

There are sects in India that will
with a cloth fast

These sécts employ a servant to
ing. This is to prevent the hearing
of profane remarks from passersby.

If a dog brush against them, they
plunge forthwith, clothes and all, into
a bath.

They have a horror of defillement
from folk of lower caste than them-
selves. Lower caste folk not only
must not touch them, but if a lower
caste shadow fall across their rai-
n:lent it is at once removed and wash-
ed.

And yet there are some rich Ameri-
can snobs who would give these peo-
ple cards and spades.

Observing Popular Tendency.

“Is this play perfectly proper?’
“Yes, ma'am,” replied the man in
the box office. “What made you
doubt ft?"

“The string: of Automobiles in front
of the theatre. I never heard any-
thing against the piece, but it's get-
ting terribly big audiences for a prop-
er play.”

They Passed H ﬁn.

The civil 'service examinations for
the tire department of Chicago con-
tained the following:

“Name three fire-extinguishers.”

, When the papers were returned for
correction, an answer to the above
was:

“Chief, lleutenant and sergeant.”

ﬁhc BestQualily at a Reasonable Price]

Moderately Priced
Diamond Rings

Fine Quality stones, Wwhite,
brilliant and full of fire. Not of-
ten do you have the opportuni-
ty of selecting a Digmond from
an assortment which is made
up of practically all fine quality
In our store you may

stones.
purchase the very choicest of
Christmas choosing a
high-grade stone and buying it
at a moderate price.

It will be a treat for you to
examine these Rings-—some are

gifts,

beautiful solitaires; others culs-
ters of Diamonds or Diamonds
with other jewels. The great
variety of styles amd designs
assures the selection of a Ring
that will be especially pleasing
to the person you wish to re-
member on Christmas Day,
Come in and inspect our stock
of Diamond Rings.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticians
tn KING STREET, ST, JOHN, N.l.,
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Pride and its Fall. -

The :n-lny spreads its plumage free
And struts around the blusters,

gl

han the average'man |

Nor thinks his finery will be N
Turned into feather dusters.

Ao Far as He Got.

“Did your barber do anything on
your head with that hair restorer?”
“Well, he made & bald pretence.”

Two Meanings.

He (in a rage)—That man is the

biggest fool in the world.

His wife (comfortably) — Henry,

Henry, you are forgetting yourself!
e P .

D ber 9 is the birthd ofGeR.

Francols Louls Lessard, Canadian mil-

itia officer and commander of the Roy-

Canadian in the Boer

war, at Quebec, 1860.

Men's
Viscolized Sole
Boots

for the Wet Weather

$3.25, $350, $4.00, $4:50,
$5.00, $5.50, $6.00,
$7.00, $8.00 and $8.50

Winter Calf, Box Calf,
American Elk, French
Calf, Chrome Calf

and English Grain

A Boot for Every Purpose

The best, selected from the
different manufdcturers, ensures
you of getting the greatest pos-
sible value for your money.

franas & Yaughan

19 King Street J

WINDOW FRAMES
and SASHES

Two factories to
fill your orders—
promptly and sat-
isfactorily.

Write or "Phone
for Quotations.

CHRISTIE WOODWORKING C0, LTD.

248 City Road

CURRENT COMMENT

Giving the Farmer the Worst of it
Toronto News)

Sir Wilfrid Laurier's adoption of

reciprocity cost the Liberal party the

loss of office, and it looks as if he has

d of the Ninth of D
the fashionable th fare of the
city, named to commemorate Sucre’s
victory. At the end of the avenue,
however, there stands a statue which
commemorates the name and fame
of one whose immortal glory was
gained in the hour of defeat and death
it is the sad and tragic bronze figure
of Col. Fraocisco Bo! i, who com-
ded Peru's legi at the battle

Arica during the war with Chile.
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THE DIAMOND!
lasting —most beautiful -

universally

> Popular -’ :
Think of all the pleasure and satisfaction that will follow
your “investment '‘in- a Diamond of fine quality now!
Come in ana se¢ our Splendid Valaes and Choicest Settings. -

FERGUSON & PAGE :
Diamond lmporters and Jewelers, KING ST.
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3 Doz., $29.25

.

ELECTRO PLATED WARE

IN CABINETS

Cabinets of Silverware com-

bine utility with attractiveness.

1847 Rogers 'Bros.” Spoons

and Forks.

¥he Cabistts cintaia e

48 and 60 pieces respectively.

5 Doz., $50,75

e e—

T. MAVITY & SONS, Limited

ed

and oven,

Check.

Used only on Richmond Ranges.

@ )
Empire Richmond
Has but one damper—Controls both
lehe kindling position marked Kine
e,
The baking position marked Bake
ing.

The position for checking fire marke

This is so simple mistakes are ime
possible.

3

PHILIP GRANNAN, 568 Maia §t.

4: 01d-Fashioned Christmas :“ r -
§ FRUIT CAKE || NIGHT CLASSES |
®
b 4 Just like r{hﬂﬂﬂ &|] Open.every night in the week,
:: :;:ﬁe:.—;lw “::: b4 during the entire year
$ at :: LOW RATES NOW
9| *
¢ ROBINSON'S 5 STORES, $ i
: 4 173 Union St.~60 Wall St $ THE ). R. CURRIE
§ 109 8 417 Mea S48 Cabratin . 3 COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE
sk iR [ €7 Unlon Street. J

Christmas Gifts

Now is the time and this
is the opportun| for

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

<

MURRAY &

‘Beaver Board.

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings,

MIRRORS, PLATE GLASS, ART WINDOWS

GREGORY, l]b.,’ - ST. JOHN, N.B. it
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