
The Echo is mailed to subscribers 
at a distance every Friday evening, 
and delivered in the city early on 
Saturday. Parties not receiving their 
paper regularly should communicate 
with the office.

THE CHUBCH AND THE PEOPLE

There is no use in denying what is 
every day being made clearer, the fact 
that the church is losing its hold upon 
the forking classes, and the question 
of who is to blame for the existing state 
of things is variously answered. ■ The 
working man himself will advance as 
his reason for non-attendance upon 
church ordinances, the plea that the 
church has gone away from him and 
settled down among the “respectable ” 
portion of the community, to whom the 
religion of the Carpenter’s son is sugar- 
coated in a way to flatter their self- 
love and draw the shekels from their 
pockets. True it is, he will say, that 
once in a while the “ respectable ” sin­
ner gets a castigation from a preacher, 
but in such a gingerly, round-about 
fashion, that his congregation disperses, 
comforting themselves with the phara- 
saioal reflection, “ the present company 
always excepted." The workingman 
says, and not without reason, that very 
few preachers take any interest in what 
mostly concerns their social advance­
ment and material prosperity ; instead 
of encouraging and assisting them to 
resist the inroads of capital, instead of 
helping them to lessen their hours of 
toil, and therefore give more time for 
bodily and mental relaxation, they cry 
out against combination as dangerous to 
“ peace and good will among men,” and 
weary them with endless dissertations 
on the theme of “ Servants obey your 
masters,” conveniently forgetting the 
context. If parsons, they say, showed 
less appreciation of the money power 
and devoted their lives to the greatest 
good of the greatest number, the irregu­
larity of attendance of the working 
classes at church would not lje so ap­
parent. That some professing Chris­
tians are becoming alarmed at this in­
difference, and what it leads to, is evi­
denced by a despatch from Kingston, 
which tells of a movement inaugurated 
to hold Sunday afternoon meetings for 
workingmen during the winter months, 
at which what is called secular subjects 
are to be handled. This is a step in 
the right direction. So accustomed 
have workingmen become to do any­
thing rather than “go to meeting” on 
Sunday that it may be difficult for 
time to secure their attendance, but 
once the fact becomes known that a 
public statement of their grievances 
will be accepted and remedies die 
cussed, plenty of workingmen will be 
found to come forward and tell just ex­
actly what they suffer from and what 
they want. If the “ rigidly righteous ” 
of Montreal may not exactly view this 
as proper work for the “ Lord’s Day,”
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themselves of the “ Caisse ” at three 
millions, the scheme will entail a 
charge for pensions which is expected 
to increase in thirty-one years to $17,- 
631,860, with half a million more for 
life insurances, into which the contri­
butors have the option of transforming 
their pensions. Several other coun­
tries are moving in the way of State 
piovision for old age, and among these 
Denmark has passed a new law provid­
ing for old age relief for the deserving 
poor, under which, while securing as­
sistance from State funds, those who 
do so are not deprived of electoral 
rights or subjected to other disabilities 
of a pauper class. In the British 
scheme it is propose^ to include the 
best features of those now in existence, 
avoiding aqything of a pauperizing ten* 
dency.

paid their water rates with u receipted 
bill, instead of cash. Filteau very 
properly refused to do this, as he well 
knew that a poor laborer earning the. 
princely salary of $1.25 a day could 
not purchase the necessaries of life 
with a receipted water.bill. This is 
one of the most outrageous proposi­
tions we have heard for many a day. 
Let the Corporation collect ils water 
rates from civic employees in tbe same 
manner as it does from other people. 
Because a man is unfortunate enough 
to have to work for the Corporation it is 
no reason why he should be taken by 
the throat and bulldozed by either
civic officials or anybody else.

* * *

News has been received from the 
Chaudière that the mill hands are or­
ganizing and that about two thousand 
so far have joined the,Knights of La­
bor. This movement has been rendered 
necessary by the conditions under 
which they have to labor for the paltry 
pittance allowed them, and now that 
the step has been taken we believe that 
by another season they will be in a 
much better position than they were to 
present their demand for better terms, 

* * *
Once in a while we fall across a 

clergyman who, having convictions of 
his own is not afraid to give public ex 
pression to them. In the person of 
Rev. William Frail, of Detroit, another 
has been unea thed, and his outspoken 
language is sufficient indication that, 
having studied the social question care­
fully his convictions are of the deepest. 
Here is what he says : “ The air is full 
of the spirit of discontent. This is 
more the case in Europe than in 
America, but it is on the rapid increase 
on this side of the Atlantic. There can 
be no doubt that the wage-earners, tlft
manual laborers of the world, are not 

entered into competition with honest satisfied with the conditions of thing8
labor. The Salvation Army of Kings­
ton, Ont., has established a shoemakers’ 
shop in connection with their Rescue 
Home, and convicts who have served 
their term in the penitentiary there 
will be taken charge of and work pro­
vided fur them. Of course we do not 
mean to say that those who have once 
fallen should not be given a chance to 
redeem their character and at the same 
time earn an honest livelihood, but our 
experience is that institutions of .this 
kind, largely supported through public 
or private charity, are taken advantage 
of by unscrupulous Capitalists to com­
pete with honest labor. There are in­
stances of it here in Montreal, where 
legitimate enterprise is handicapped 
by the competition of the criminal and 
pauper population. One has only to 
read the evidence given before the 
Royal Labor Commission some years 
ago by employing printers and journey­
men, and by those of other trades to be 
convinced of this fact. Therefore we 
are justified in saying that the existence 
of all such institutions, unless restrict­
ed to legitimate competition,is a serious 
menace 10 the future of the particular 
trade they may be engaged in.

there are others who may take it up, 
looking hopefully forward to what may 
follow. We may remind the former 
class that good results occasionally fol­
low “ holding a candle to the devil.”

CARSLEY’S COLUMN.

Mantle Department.
WATERPROOFS 

ng styl
All latest improvements 

Guaranteed
Each garment is guaranteed perfectly 

waterproof, and ladies will find a pleasure 
m wearing these Cloaks, as they are free 
from the noxious odor that ii found on in­
ferior garments.

In all the loadi es

NATIONAL INSURANCE.

National insurance against the pov­
erty of old age is just now being much 
spoken of and written about by the 
Tories of England and their allies, the 
Unionists, probably as an offset to the 
Gladstonian programme, as formulated 
at the Newcastle Conference. The 
latest to draw attention to the subject 
is Mr. Chamberlain, who declared àt 
the Unionist Conference in Manchester 
that it was a question capable of solu­
tion by Tory legislators (of course). A 
series of reports from Her Majesty’s 
representatives at various European 
Courts, respecting facilities given by 
foreign Governments to provision for 
old age among the industrial classes 
had been obtained, but these do not 
afford much assistance to those in search 
of a scheme which would enable the 
toiler to spend his declining years in 
comfort and independence unattended 
by anything savoring of pauperism.
There is in Germany a scheme of old 
age insurance in existence, which, how­
ever works altogether differently from 
the way in which it is expressed on 
paper and is not giving very great sat­
isfaction. The State and the employer 
are each supposed to contribute one- 
third of an employee’s insurance and 
the insurer the remaining third, butin 
working out the problem it has been 
found that the employee contributes 
the whole, and in this way : The work­
man’s share is deducted fr un his wages, 
and as the employer's third is raised by 
direct taxation upon articles largely 
consumed by the poorer classes he in­
directly pays, in the shape of dearer 
bread and increased taxes, the propor­
tion allotted to the employer and to the 
State respectively. The French expe­
rience and proposals in the matter of 
providing for the old. age of workmen 
are particularly interesting. Among 
the grand principles laid down by the 
Constitution in 1848 was the right of 
the poor workman “ to labor and to 
State assistance and one of the 
schemes hastily evolved to carry the 
principle into operation was the “Caisse 
des Retraites,” established under the 
law of 18th June, 1850, with the ob­
ject of developing economy and saving 
among the poor. But it would appear 
that the experiment has not been very 
successful. Only about a twelfth of 
the persons working for hire are de­
positors; the average amount of the 
pensions does not exceed $1.60 per 
month ; and the number of spontaneous 
depositors among the classes it is de­
sired to benefit has always been very 
small. What is now proposed is an 
“ enormous development ” of the sys­
tem of providing for old age. Under 
the scheme submitted by the Govern­
ment to the Chambers for the creation
of a National ‘ Caisse de Retraite д second Daniel has come to judg- 
Ouvrieres, it is proposed that a deduc- meDt person of Police Magistrate 
tion of one cent or two cents per day Deni80D> of Toronto. In a case before 
shall be made from each salary ; that а where an employee sued his em- 
similar amount shall be put aside by ployer for $22 wages due,the latter was 
the employer ; and that at the end of ordered to pay the amount or go to 
thirty у fears payments, the pension ac- prisop, and no one will question the 
cruing, calculated at 4 per cent, inter- justice of the sentence either. When 
est to amount to $35.50 with one cent a тац hr8 to invoke the aid of the law 
anfl $71 with two cent contributions, to obtain what he has earned by the 
shall be supplemented to the extent of 8weafc of his brow the party who is re- 
two-thirds from Government funds, spoqsible should be made to sweat also. 
Payments are to begin at the age of 25, * * *
and the pension to become payable at The revelations made public in the 
56 ; and the scheme includes a sliding dispute K tween Filteau and the Water 
scale of lower pensions which can be Committee are calculated to make 
taken advantage of by persons between people open their eyes, and ask “ what 
the age of 25 and 40 who have not does it mean!” It appears that some 
made deposits. The effect of the bill, years ago a resolution was passed by 
if it becomes law, will be that the man the Water Committee prohibiting the 
who begins to pay his two cents a day, collection of water rates from Corpo- 
counting 290 working days in the year, ration employees except in the regular 
at his twenty-fifth birthday will be en- and legal way. Notwithstanding this 
titled to a pension of $120 per annum resolution, certain employees of the 
when be reaches the age of 56. For city who, in their own minds, are very 
the State, calculating the maximum great people,decided to order Filteau to 
number of persons who will avail pay some of the labo/ers who had not

THE PRICES -
are much lower than elsewhere, the reason 
being that they are bought direct from the 
manufacturers, and the middleman's profit 
is thereby saved.

Waterproofs for Misses and Ladies.
S. CARSLEY.

MANTLE DEPARTMENT,
SHAWLS

Extensive Stock to select from 
All the new Makes 
All the new Designs 

In All-Wool Shawls for Travelling 
Heavy Velvet ShawlsNOTES OF THE WEEK.
Heavy ChoddaV8hawr‘’8'Ha,r'8haWle

Heavy Hamalayan Shawla 
BREAKFAST SCARFS 

Very handsome Plaid Designs.
Those articles are speedily taking the 

place of Knitted ahawls, being more efegant

ЇЙ “id*!1" аРРЄаГаПСЄ better

The appeal made by the Central 
Trades and Labor Council on behalf of 
the fund to enable the Widow Flynn 
to prosecute her case before the Privy 
Council has up to the present been very 
generously responded to, the result be­
ing that a considerable sum has been 
subscribed. The sum collected, how­
ever, still falls short of what is required, 
and to still further increase the fund 
the Council has determined upon a 
drawing, the prizes in which will be 
several useful and valuable articles, 
which have been kindly contributed. 
The tickets are placed at the nominal 
figure of twenty-five cents so as to be 
within the reach of all, and seeing the 
purpose for which the drawing has 
been got up there should be no diffi­
culty in readily disposing of them.

* * V
Another “ benevolent ” scheme has

Scotch Plaids in great variety. 
________S. CARSLEY.

MANTLE DEPARTMENT.
CLOTHS

FOR COATS FOR ULSTERS 
FOR RUSSIAN CIRCULARS 

FOR MANTLES FOR DOLMANS 
Cloths in All New Shad 

Winter Weights 
SEE THE NEW SPANISH BROWN 

In Beaver Cloth 
In Cheviot Tweed

es

Plaid Cloths 
Striped Clothe Checked Clothe 

Figured Cloths
And Plain Colors

ПІІЧ. ™°îu8’ ïweeda and Serges 
Black Clothe, Tweeds and Serges

Best Makes
S. CARSLEY.

MANTLE DEPARTMENT.
astrachans

CLOSELY WOVEN 
ASTRACHANS
astrachans 
astrachans

NAVY BLUE ASTRACHANS 
Suitable for Making Long Coats or 

For Trimming.
CURLY CLOTHS FOR INFANTS’CLOAKS 

IN GREAT VARIETY. 
SEALETTES

SILK SEALETTES MOHAIR SEALETTES 
The goods that have been produced this

butTrepmJntinr"- П°* °П'У * VaI“e*

REAL SEAL.

as they are, and are clamoring for ‘a 
change. Socialism is the remedy for 
the ills of the time. Its aim is justice. 
This is also the aim Christianity, and 
Socialism is in harmony with thejteach- 
ings of Him who said that as ye would 
have men do unto you do ye also unto 
them *** The trouble is that many who 
profess to be and call themselves 
Christians have lost all touch and sym­
pathy with the masses. The great 
captains of industry are as far removed 
from the laboring classes as is the 
Emperor of China from hie humblest 
subject * ** Compare the summer palaces 
of the rich at Newport and Lenox with 
the hovels of the poor m the slums. 
And yet the poor are compelled to pay 
a higher interest on the capital invested 
in their tenements than do the rich in

WIDE WIDTHS 
GREY 
BROWN 
BLACK

S. CARSLEY.

Lace Department.
GRAND DISPLAY OF 

EVENING DRESS NETS AND Т.АРКЯ 
Latest Specialties in 

SEQUIN GAUZE 
Black and Gold only.

Spot and Stripe Silk Nets
their palaces. *** Socialism may he 
hostile to the church, but it is not 
hostile to Christians.” Spot and Sprig Chan£nyNetstripe °аа”” 

The “Bernhardt" Spotted Gam* 
Latest Parisian Novelty. 

Chantilly, Spanieh, French,Escuriel, Sou­
tache, Valenciennes, Oriental and otheC 
Laees.

WILLIAMS In wide, medium and narrow widths. 
____  S. CARSLEY.

LACE DEPARTMENT.
*

PIANOS CHIFFONS
DOUBLE WIDTH CHIFFONS,

For Evening Dresses.
Most Perfect Draping Material. 
EMBROIDERED CHIFFONS,

In all shades.
For Trimming Evening Dresses. 

FRENCH GILETS.
Latest Parisian Novelty.

All Silk and Lace Goode. 
Variety of shades.

Fichus for Evening Wear.
FANS.

Largest assortment of Fans in the citv to 
select from.

Endorsed by the best authorities In the world.

5000 Sold in Montreal.

21 Stv/es to Choose from.

SOLE AGENTS 
FOR CENTRAL CANADA: S. CARSLEY.

WILLIS & CO.
1824 Notre Dame St,

BLACK GOODS!
8. CARSLEY’S

Is the best store in Montreal for all 
kinds of Black and(Near McGill Street.) MOURNING GOODSTuning and Repairs 

done in an artistic man­
ner at reasonable rates. 
Also Tunm by iheyear.

8. CARSLEY,
1766,1767,1769,1771,1773,1776,1777,1771 

Notre Dame Street, Montreal.

CARSLBY'S COLUMN,
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