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THE OLD ¢OuPLE.

They sat in (li§ eun together,
Till the day Was almost doné;
And then, at its cltse, an angel
Stepped over the thréshold stone.

11 folded their hands together,
He touched their oyelids with halm;
And their last breath floated upward
Like the close of a solumn psalm.

s

Like'a bridal pair they travefsed
‘The unseen, mystical road,

That leads to the {Joautiful City,
Whose¢ Builder and Maker is God.

Perbaps, in that miratle country,
They will give her lost yotith back,
And the flowers of a vanished Spring time
Shall bloom in the spirits track,

One draught of the living waters
Shall restorc his manhood's primo,
And eternal years shall measure
Thie love that outlives time.

But the shapes they left behind them—
The wrinkles and silver hair—
Blade sacred to us by the kisses
The angel imprinted there.

We'll hide away in the meadow,
When the sun is low in the West,
Where the moonbeams cannot find them,
Nor the wind disturb their rest.

Bat we'll let no tell-tale tombstone, -
With its age and date arise

O'er the two who are old no longer,
Iu their Fatlier's bouse in the skies.
——t—— e 6@ SO ———

THE CHINESE ARMY.

Chinese toldiers, according fo the pojpular
idea, are a comical set of bsrbarians armed
with antiquated matchlocks, and impracticable
swords, 10 go (o baitfe ander the shade of
huge umbrellas and depend for againet
an enemy principally on the unearthly sounds
they contrive to produce from their lungs and
various instruments of ear torture, such as the
goug sud similar prodncts of M:ugolian ingen-
vity. The truth is, however, that within tho
past few years Chira has mud» wonderful im
provements in her mi'itary affairs, and at the
y resent moment hins a force of at least 50,000
men armed with Enfield aud Remington rifles,
who bave bren thoroughly drilled in European
encties by Kuropean officers,” supplemented
By thirty field and mountuin batteries, Arme
ories have bven established in several of (lo
principal cities for the marufacture of guns,
rifles, and powder, were, und: r foreign super-
mtendeuce, the wark of supplying troops with
arms of the most improved models for some
time have been mctively carriedon, Kxten-
»sive dock yards have also been constructed,
Chins now posses-es quite an imposing navy.

At Foochow, 2. 500 Chinese artisns, under
tfie superintendence of seventy five Kuropean
skillwd mechuuics, nra able to build and fit up
three steamers a your, Fivamen of-war have
been laurched from the dock yurd at Shanghni
—nnt junks, but vessels of Kwropsan mvdels,
with all the modern improvements—uud a
large [rigate mnd two iron despateh Yoats are
on the stocks at the same place, wlere an iron
ocenmer of 1,000 tons is about to be built,
The coait defences huve recently: been re-
moddled ard rebuikt, and rifle cannon of foreign
manufaciure take the place of the harmless
old smooth-bores of native make which were
formerly depended on to repel invaders. These
military 1eforo, - however appear to have
been cinfined (o (he neighbourhood of the prin
cipal ports und Pekit:” Bisowhére in China;
and especinlly in the niriliswestern provinces;

"

The Lusband’s selfishness, again, is greatly
due to the fact that he spends so little of his
time in his wife's company. Selfishness such
a8 that of which we speak is not innate ; it is
rather a bad habit. What a man allows him-«

manner of their forefathers, and are so bodly
organized dnder tha mansgement of dishonest
and incompetent officers that of numerous bat-
talions returned Ly their officers as fully man
| ned the merest skeletons only exist ir reality,

| while unlimited rascality is displayed in regard
[ to the di«position of moneys appropriated for

the military service,
- e ee —

'he Chinaman’s Holiday.

} It is a custom among Chinese house servants to
stipulate with their-employers for a portion of Sun-
day, on which day they visit their countrymen in

, | the Chinese quarter, talk over news from home,

have their heads shaved, go through with their
genuflections and salaams in Joss houses, smoke
opium, etc., ete., some of them closing up the day’s
performa

by getting rid of their week's wages
in the Chinese gambling houses, which are so

self once or twice ae¢ a treat, he soon comes to
regard as a matter of course. Dut he yot may
be, and possibly is, a very generous fellow.
The selfish man in esse is, indeed, as often as
not.the generous man in posse—the link bes
tween the two being that very gocd nature
which, when a man is alone, takes self for its
object. Men see far too littls of thelr wives.
e, —

A Curious calculation lias been made of the
proportion of time spent in different employ-
ments in a lifetime, At the nge of 483 most
{ men and women have spent about 18 years in

| sleep, 8% years in eating and drinking, and 2,

| years in dressing’and wushing.  In olker words
precisely half of existence has to'be deducted

lhirl}l_\' located along Dupont strect. The ’i‘]"',lrom the time left available for work of
walks swarfh with these gregarious beipgs, whose any kitd, Of the remaining balf, a literary'
nature it is to huddle in flacks on the surface and man or studeut will generally have spent
burrow in bands beneath, Their dens are hives ' about six years in reading and six in;writing, |
of indistry on week-days, and rooms recking with "and & man of active habits abont frix also in|
smoke and sweat on Sundays, A visitor who ven-' waulking, riding, or driving. Men who work |
tures inside has to step over the proftrate bodi«-ll‘ nine hours at any truwle or profession, and
of opium smokers; and feels his way through!“lm cqmmenccd such lx:lmu‘r g et o!,
clouds of stmoke, meantime hclding bis nuse a- age, will have n|wn.l——a.!<3y|ng‘_f0r humlny—‘—
azinat £ dickening stench of fetid breath, decayed nl')rqul 14 yedrw ot v by the . U they halxe
fish, in short a conglomeration of odorg ny» where ! "”,‘wd 8t the age:in questing, ‘.m‘h" e
o't i 4 St o g T r"kﬁ%g Bl devote three liours a day to the piano, or 1o
fumes of & crowd of Chinese. For the sake of

reflection that they have dedieated about four
the delectable pleasures to be found in such places, ‘

yrars of mortal life to those occupations,
dohn frequently refuses to take good situations in% Finally, nearly ull of us who have lived for
the country ; like Bridget, he myst be 1n town, half a century have spert son athang like  five
where he can at least once 2 week see his “cou- ! Or six years iu talking, that being the employ-
3in " d .
dnd cousins—especially the latter—are counted , YACANT by every other occupation. |
By the score. B

THE FAIR PILOT OF LOCH URIBOL,

They regdard as cousins those stve-
ral removes further off than a white man ever
thinks it worth bis while to inquire. These *“cou-
sins” are generally friends, all belonging to the
same commercial company, and when they meet
{on Sunday the jabbering is energetic beyopd de-
seription., All day, aud ate into thie night, John
keeps up bLis round of visits among his cousins, but
manages to be on band Monday morning, ready

A YACHTING EPISODE.

“She was a phantom of delizht
When first she ¢leamed upon my sight ;
X lovely apparition, sent
To be a moment’s ornament !”

l

The chiness Kave Losts of relatives; uncles. m*nt which fill up the interstices of tune left;

Word:worth. {
On the afternoon of a summer day, nsmalll -
for his work, which he generally performs cheer- lclJoonor yacht closely reefed thafle her appear- | o l'llﬂ\.:\'(‘!. .
fully and with fidelity. The dirkness and filth of | ance off tfie moath of Loch Uribol, a long and \ upper lip, where he wore a thitk flossy mourtache,
these underground rooms, the discordant sounds lonely fjord in the remote Ilebrides of Scotland,

v

the sunset grew every moment of a more lurid
crimson, streaming with the wind out of a "great
rent in the vast mountains ] of clond. The yacht
was too lightly ballasted to carry her canvas well,
and wmore than once the wind struck her so sav
agely as'to threaten to founder her outright, the
water passing into the cock-pit in one green tor-
rent and drenching the hélmsman to the skin. The
sea was comparatively smooth, however, owing to
the shelter of the Lills. From the dark precipices
and distant misty glens the m,u.\m’;lmt out with a
fury only realizable by him who has navigated
these coasts in a small vesse!, With the furj of
Late and the strength of despair, so to speak, they
pluugml one by ofe "ipoii the schooner, like wild

beasts franticaily endeavoring to tvar her to
pieces.

With a light langh, the helmsman dashed the
wet hair out of his eyes, and strained his gaze t:-
ward the land.

Which is the Uribol land ? he criwd to [the old |
Can you make out the

Celt who had first spoken.
mouth of the Léch %

The old man shook his heal.

I know fine she lies somewhere in yonder, he
saidl, but ['ve never passed the mouth, Luft, sir,
luff']  We'll put about directly —there’s a nasty
bit o’ water fair ahead.

The young man uttered an exclamation expres-
sive of impatience.

Here, Calum, take the helm, and let me have a

crochet, from an.early age may enjry the tok st thiatiot:

So saying, he again r(-»'ignml the tiller to Calum,
as the old man was called, and plunging down the
companion to the cabin soon re-emerged with the
Government chart ofthe coast in his hand, spread-
ing it out on the “coach-roof,” and following the
marks with Lis finger he studied it attentively,
now and then glancing at the find, while the
yacht, having put-abont, was dashing-along thro’
squall after squall, and ccibing nearer and nearer
to the shore.

Ile was a man of cight or nine and twenty,
with a rather handsoma style of face—broad, lngh
brow, a nose of the so-called Grecian sort, and a
proud, sarcastic mouth. s skin was dark and
tanned, as if he had lived long in the sun of warm-
I1e was clean shaven, all save the

very fair in color. lliseyes were Liue and. very

of drums, gonggand squeaking fiddles, the, smell fand while beatiug two and fro in the open sea in | large, though he had a habit of contracting them

?und the smoke fortt a scene in remarkdlle con-|the midst of the squalls from the neighboring
| trast with the cleanliness and quict of the Chinue‘

Mission Houses, where {he visitor finds light, airy | foremast as a signal that the parties on board were
' rooms, pianos and organs, pictures on.the walls,’ iy need of assistance.

and animated pictures in the shabe of yeung white It had been a dark, dry day, with the wind
women who act as Christian teachers for the in- blowing freshfromi tlhie west very steay and strong,
struction of any benighted heatben who may be!and the yacht, a tiny thing of fiteen or sixteen
willing to be taught. Of course only tho better tons, with a small cock-pit, had been beating sircs

Those who go there are gererally-cleanly and well | Mineli, which divides the dark, serrated peaks of

coming Christianized, and it is not altogether truk | bird she had bounded over the areat rollers of the
(as a pagan Chinese merchant avers) that ¢ the 7!': plashing the foam over hersell from stem to
converts consist of two classes, fools and liy po-tfiern, but seldom taking on board a drop ot
crites—those who know no better, and those who tareen.”  The distance ficross was thirty miles,
are sharp but unscrupulous.” The instances of ani the wind was dead ahead, so that her progress
perfect sincerity i the profession of the Curi ian | westward wasslow indeed.  The time slipt by,
‘!'ai(h, united with a good degree ol intelligence Lowever; the basaltic crags of the north west
are not uncommon among Clinese. converts, as' coast of Skye grew fainter and fainter; and the
any one can ascertain for himself by visiting these "islands of the ovean, which at first hat been

miissious, of which there are scveral in the city, scarcely distinguishable on the horizon, had gra-
two on Washington Strect, between Powell and ! Jyail

y loomed more and more distict—siretching
Stockton, one on Sacramento, corner of Stocktor,

: in one dosolate and lonely darkness from the high
and one on Dupont, near Clay.—[San Franeisco | bills of Lewis, past the f#int, low-1y i fluts of Uist,
Bulletin.

to the dark and rocky shores which tringe the
cliifs of Barra. Not once in the lehg day had the

P

mountaine, hoisted the inverted red flag to the,

. |
class of Cliinamen are attracted to such places carly drawn across the tossing waters of the

b |
clad.  They become partially civilized before be-| Skye from the far-off Outer Isles. Lightly as a

very much when he was looking at any person Inl

his whole person, and in every gesture, there was
a certain air which bespoke the gentleman by
birth. Il expression, nevertheless, was marred
by audacity and superciliousness, anl his laogli
had not the ringing clearness of youth, bat sound
ed hollow at times, with a sort of spasmodic gaiety
Lis face did not share,

As He studied the mystericus lines of the chart,
his face grew very black. It was clear-that this
gentleman, whatever might be his good qualities,
[)043\"5‘3([ avery p-‘\.\'!;lﬂl:((ﬁ “‘l“pf".

Why the devil did I come here without a pilot ?
he exclaimed.  Look here, Calum ! the mouth of

the loch is full of sunken rocks in every direction.

Far out to the right there’s Bo Scarbh, a regular
reef, three feot ander water at high springs ; close
by —see ! there’s another, Bo Something Else;
angl then there's hallza-dozen rocks peppered here
atl there. To crown all,

anotber  hali-dozen

there's only six feet at low water in the deepest .

part of the channel, althonzh we are drawing sev
en aft ; anl, by George, the channel itsell is only
It would be cers

Wit

about two cables’ leng lvacross.
tain shipwreck to enter without a pilot.
are we todo ?

—~——y ]

te run for Loch Ulsn, stra’ch down the const.
It's no’ » eannie ran tn the dark, for there's
the Muckenzie Rock, fand the reel where
Sandie Gow lost the Spell and forbye thas,
there’s the Black Kochs but we'll dae our best,

[lumyph then it's only a chance that we got
clear out of this confounded mess.

O ay, jast achance. The foik "Il be awa at
the fishing, and it's & bad nicbt for a boat like
this in the open ses.

Something in the petfectly unmoved and
phleegmatic tone of the spraker tvok the
other's attention. for the young mwn etartd
at him some tinie with a balf comic, ball sneer.
ing look of astonishment and, secing the grimn
weather-beaten fentures perfectly uomoved, ha
broke into a hard iaugh.

You take it codly enough, at any rate, be
cricd.

And xlat for should I n9 take. it cooly I'mw
vily a common man ant mavn take’ tho
winis as they come, and earn my breed.

Can you swim

Not a stroke, repliel Calam, barying his
face in hig hands to light his black’catty pipe
while the man at the forepart of ths Frssel,
reclining against the biite, hummed in a low
voice the doleful lively ditty of Gillie Calum.

Still finding seeret anfusem-nt in the stolid-
ity of his compariions, the yoang man lavghed
again then, entering the cbin once more, b
re emerged with a fowling-picer, and firel tun
shots rapidly into the air  Searcely had ¥+«
doue *0, when an «n rmous black dog epran:;
up the compauion, and, rushing- 10 the bui-
wrke, gazed earnestly out on the water-,

Down, Nero dowa ecried the jounz man.
Heu thivks I huve shot somethinz. Ila 1«
noise seems 1o have atiracted attention at la-i.
Look yonder.

On a emall eminence overlockirg the epn-
trance of the kech two or three figures wero
dim'y seen bt it wes alieady too dark to
wnke out who and what they were.  The twi-
light had gnite fallen, and the wind was blow-
{ing with great fury
| - Hang off tenminutes lorger, the yonng man
aaid, and then if no one co1:’s we must ris

{ the run down th+ coa-t.

l The hAwsman nodded, pat about once more
| and ran through the wind. The squalls could
etill be seen whiteving the sea to windward
when they struck the water ; but every miouie
the coast grew dimmer, 8> that evly = vedy
 familiar eye could have made out the land-
faarks.

Ten minutes passed ; aml the order was a!-
i rendy given to let the vessel rua with a free
‘!llu'e[. when Calum knocking the adies of Lis

pipe aift inte the water to leeward, said qniet
ly—Whdest a minute ! I h-ar the sou d of
oars.between us and the shore.

Listening inteutly, heard the eplash, splash of
joars coming nearcr avd nearer. - Immedintely
{alterwards a small boat, rowed by a so itmry

fizure, shot out ol the ehdow of the Inlls ¢
| scenmed to Le a rude ¢ bie qui e ut the merey
of the wind, Let very «killluily managed. —
| While Calum brought the boat up to the wind
the young man lent over the side of the ves-
sel and regard d the sinall bost iutently —
Presently be utterel an exclamation which
bore a su-picives recensbla ce to an catli, and
turned snzrily to Ca :
Lnok there ! Con'ound the idiots they sent

out a woman ! %

Calun, who was gnite astonish=l, but ex-
hibited more seif control, n.dd d sharply —
Th- boat was indeed rowed by a feadde, 1
all appearance =tron: mnd young. but her bewd
was cuvered by a dirk hood, n.d they couldt
not »&e ber face.
| Angrily envugh Calum addre<sed tie stinn-
| ger in Gaelic. e was answered in clesr ring-

The Selfishness of Husbands,)

No wi e thinks herselt’ aggrieved because

her and the children, keeps a hunter for hinve

!hcr husband, instead, of a pony carringe for!

The atmos-
phere had been full of a palpitating, silvern light,

sun actually made its appearancy

{ in which the skies seemed close to the eaith, and

It waa in answer to thi« question that Calum 03 tones, in the same tongue ; end slinost s *
recommended that they should siznal (o the, fure h‘? cou d say suother vord I!NGAOUM.. was
shore for a pilot ; and so the litle yncht was “]f’“g"‘l" the yatch, ‘_"-“l a light girlish figure,
kept rurning fo and fro on fle wind jist off with aspeed and agility pertectly marvelons

. : 3 A very gray, and the waves of the ,sea, where the
sclf, or because he has his own private dinner y gray, ' 4

while she shares the {amily meal On the

taught that her first daty is to Fer hu,band,; —was not without its charus for those who have
and she follows out the lesson implicity, and  learned to love the pathetic “nmeutral tint” .of the
tukes a pleasure in saving shillings that he melancholy Scottish const.

may wasie pounds. ‘L'he fact is a part of our| But as evening approachied, the sun looked out
| national churacter, and is hardly likely ever'fom a
to be be much altired. . L'he labourer's wife
is rather proud of the fact that her husbw d
beats her at tinres when ke is more than usu |
ally disposed to realize that putrinrchal ideal -
which is the keynote of the Knglish family — dangerous.cmf. Just about this U wcm!'"'
Aud 80 the wife of the middle class is also beaten [Ilighlander, who was steering the litle
secretly a little proud of lier husbend’s self. vessel, cocked Lis eye up to the sunsef, and relin-
indulgence. She grumbles, perhaps, but she qishing the tiller to a young man who sat in the
would not for the world have him give up his cock-pit beside hiw. said quietly —

club, or bis annual visits to the Derby and | She's going to give a puff out o' the west yon-
Ouks, or bis fine regalias, or his expensive der, and Loch Uribol's-a terrible place for lqa:nﬂ:.

claret” - And for a kind word or two, or & \ye'll take off the foresail altogether, and let her
touch of that old tendcrness, of which so little
now remains, she would, indeed, endure almost
anythiog without A murmur. Her one pleas
ure is the usual sea side trip. And a« long
as that is secure, she cares very little how duil
and naked ‘and cheerless is her lify for, the
other +levan mouths, or how many "pel(y annoy-

gray chasm above the out-lying Lills, and
shed a lurid light over the dancing sea, illumin-
ing to rose color the white sails of the little yacht,
which was by this time within a few miles of the

go cannie wi' mainsail, staysail, and jib.

Scarbely had the speaker, withithe assistance of
another tifan who hal been lying listlessly” ih the
forepart of tire vessel, carriest ott his . precaution,
and taken the foresail down, when the first squall
from the land’ cante up as white] as foam and laid

;'lho shore Qo coming thus close in undir

did not break into white féam, unusually black | the mountains, they could just distinguish, hnlf| i b ’
contrary, to a.c-rtain extent, the Iinglish wifo | and threatening. Y’-‘E _i‘ was “gool weather,” a'a mile ahead. the silvern gleam of the mouth l'l.‘“{'l.Y- Lui she svewed fair complevioned and
[likes Ler lord and master to be selfish, and @ safe, snug day for gu_lhug, and the sombre, color-' of the l(:[:!l. and seen from nla", it lovked very | |" r)l )'."“"E'l Rsing Fanli o
encourages him in it; she has always been  less tonc of all things—sea, far-off land, and sky | narrow indeed=—only ulew yarcs ncross  Ju-t her lace ahd Luir were damp with sprey.—

to the s utherner, hal spruvg on Loard.
It was top dark to distiv suish her fon'urew ®

Her hood hid fall-n back, and -

'inside, as they knew, there was good anclior- | Perfecily lost in am zemsitat 8, strange su

age in a small{suug Lasin ju-t opposite the
village '

But an hour fof great ex itement paased
and there was no a’swer to theit signal from
the shore.  Fvery instant the qm!l grew
more terrific, till 1t seemd the little vease!
be loat indeed.  Worst of a!l, nizht wie near;
the hills were already gro ving dim

It'san awful coast, sgid Cilum leﬂ:-cli'ely.
as; he shook the boat throngl a viclent vqmill.
I'mind.once of a smack of n hundred tons
being clenn fuundered just off here.  And there
wasua any sea: she was runnsog for the south
with herring, and had twa or three empty
Barrels on ber deck : and the wind cameo off
yonder hill and sank ber as ye'd sink a spoon
in n bowl o’ milk. T wouldnt sail sn open
boat here for a heap o' money”

Nou orie appears to tuke any notite of va,
cried the young mun  What is to be done ?
The boatAvon 't stanid much more of this.

The boat's a good boat, said Calum, but the
nicht's going to be bad and uea yachit o’ this

apperiion, the young maa stood siating of» -
mouthrd, while the stranger aml Calum spoke
to ench other ropidly in G ie

What does the giel say 7 he at last inqired
impnliu nll)'. Is wny one cumill‘; off v Pllu(
us iuto the anchorag - ?

Calum replic  in the methodical way pecu’s
liar w lim and' to bis cl.iss, :
The lassie says ‘th re's nit 2 m1a in the
village this night that can pull an oar or draw
anet. The whkole village is awa afier the
herring at Loeh Uish, and there’s nothing left

bt wives, bairts, and old bed ridden men.

A furiens +quall struck the yacht as the
fisherman spoke, and slmost capsized ber, fur
she had entirely lost way through being brot’
up to the wind.  Ag.in addressing Calum in
Galic, the girl pushed him a-ide aud seiz-d the
tiller.

Hallo, what are you doing ? cried the young
man. - You're never going 1o tiust the baat 1o
a girl like that !

The girl scemed ¢ither to undersiand what

ances hive 1o be endured, and pelty economies the vessel over fo the cooming of the cock-pit.—

toe troope wre armed aud drilled "affer the

practived: | Squall ater squall (ollowed, whil¢ 1he’ light- from

sizelgan live if it comes on a gale. If nae

' muti'couses off from- the <hore, we'll just have,

¢

was said, or guessed wt the menn it g, for sle
luuglied. By this tiwme the yacht was sgaio




