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“ The ‘Nasserization’ of Egypt
nd its reversal under Sadat

" When the late Gamal Abdel Nasser and
| his Free Officers came to power on July 23,
[ 1052, one of the trickiest among the many
sks facing them was that of dealing with
Egypt’s political structure. Egypt had been
t thder foreign rule continuously since the
[ WeItk Jcond Persian invasion of 343-342 B.C.
ith the overthrow of King Farouk, whose
son would have continued the line of
Eﬁuco-Albanian rulers, the traditional
that, ¢ sﬁructure had collapsed. “We must pave
e way to a new era, in which the people
“F Wil enjoy their sovereignty and live in
e Play enity ...,” Nasser wrote in a note to
he fat( (eneral Mohammed Neguib on the eve
zed wif dprouk’s abdication,
i | The aim of the Free Officers, stated in
—k secret manifestoes before 1952 and openly
 pioclaimed after the coup, was to set up
L aj “clean, honest government”, one that
w!ould work for the good of the people, not
 for the interests of the feudalists. These
an Conf o .
Ty outf vgiere fine words, with strong appeal for
o thel Q}e mass of the people. For them, the If‘ree
Comt cers’ Liberation Movement promised
| be i} %le er}d of appalling conditions of pt?verty,
mmuni}, &Ploitation and subservience to foreigners.
in Wask 4 The Free Officers were nominally un-
| Govenf 8T the leadership of Muhammad Neguib.
a furth I 1s reasonably clear, however, that Nas-
2 Canalf T had set Neguib up as a figurehead in
. develnf °1der to leave himself a free hand to work
L I anonymity, behind the scenes, to pull
)peratlg; “gypt into a shape that would fit its de-
o Ottarg EEHdent status,
composth The liberation movement in modern
Europef 25YPt dates from 1798, when the first
ssociatif 2PPular uprising against the French occu-
the nof 2fion reawakened Egyptian nationalism
formatil a%§1d launched the long struggle for inde-
; suce D%mdence that ended in 1956. During the
stry o§ 3 ccyear French occupation, repeated
in-dept’} Ubnisings and guerrilla conflicts produced
Canad¥ f}]new breed of Egyptian, trained in armed
es (Mif Wmbat, politically conscious and resolved
adian i § °verthrow the British colonialists who
co-opf eceeded the French for a period and later
s are PR 3° Mamelukes, and finally to put an end
hange ' & 8tzhe British occupation that began in

Fletchof

Nasser was born in 1918. The follow-
ing year saw a revolution in which Egyp-
tians from all classes unifed in a nation-
wide movement for independence under
the leadership of Saad Zaghloul, founder
of the Wafd party. The 1919 revolt was
one of a series of eruptions in a long, often-
interrupted revolution, which achieved its
main goal in 1955 with the expulsion of
the British. By the time the Free Officers
came to power in 1952, each of a number
of parties and groups was convinced of its
own claim to leadership in the new Egypt.
The Waid, the largest political party, had
started out not so much as a party as a
national front embracing all nationalist
trends, from the extreme right to the ex-
treme left. In time it became dominated
by, and representative of, the ruling class
of rich landowners, who sought accommo-
dation with the British as a protection
against the rising tide of revolution. Then,
shortly after the 1952 coup, it split into
several bickering groups.

The Muslim Brotherhood, on the other
hand, was a strong, cohesive organization,
opposed both to the Wafdists, whom they
considered traitors for having signed an
agreement with the British in 1936, pro-
longing the military occupation, and to the
“atheist” left. Though the Brotherhood
gave the appearance of accepting the 1952
revolution, it was, in fact, working for the
establishment of a state ruled by Koranic
legislation.
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