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ing of their weapons, javelins, or ballots. They
were called together but seldom, and between the

meetings of the assembly, the executive work, the

judicial work, the punishing of offenders, was left

to a chosen few; left to those who by their con-

trol over themselves, their control over their fam-

ilies, their control over their neighbors, seemed

best qualified to exercise the delegated control

of all.

The chief aim of their organized government,

such as it was, seems to have been to leave them-

selves free to go about their private business,

with as little interference from the demands of

iiublic business as possible. The chief concern

of each one was to secure his right to mind his

own business, under certain safeguards provided

by all. If those delegated to govern became au-

tocratic, or evil-doers, or used their power for

self-advancement or self-enrichment, they were

speedily brought to book. The philosophy of

government, then, was to make men free to go

about their private business. That the time

might come when poUtics would be the ab-

sorbing business of all, dictating the hours and

wages of men under the earth, and reaching up
to the institution of a recall for the angel Gabriel,

and a referendum for the Day of Judgment, was

undreamed of. The chiefs of the clans, the


