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To the Senate

:

The importance of the subject to the tranquillity of our country makes
it proper that I should communicate to the Senate, in addition to the in-

formation heretofore transmitted in reply to their resolution of the 17th of

January last, the copy of a letter jusc received fi'om Mr. Fox, announcing
the determination of the British Government to consent to the principles ot

our last proposition for the settlement of the question of the northeastera

boundary, with a copy of the answer made to it by the Secretary oi State.

I cannot doubt thai, with the sincere disposition which actuates both Gov-
ernments to prevent any other than an amicable termination of the contro-

versy, it will be found practicable so to arrange the details of a conventional

agreement on the principles alluded to, as to effect that object.

The Brilish commissioners, in their report communicated by Mr. Fox,
express an opinion that the true line of the tref'.ty of 1783 is materially dif

ferent from ihat so lung contended for by Great Britain. The report is al-

together "xparte in its character, and has not yet, as far as we are informed,

been adopted by the British Government. It has, however, assumed a form
sufficiently authentic and important to justify che belief that it is to be used
hereafter by the British Government in the discussion of the question of'

boundary ; and, as it differs essentially from the line claimed by the United

'

States, an immediate preparatory exploration and survey on our part, by
commissioners appointed lor that purpose, of the portions of the territory

therein more particularly brought into view, would, in my opinion, be
proper. If Congress concur with me in this view of the subject, a provision •

by them to enable the Executive to carry it into effect will be necessf ry.

M. VAN BOREN.
Washington, Jwne 27, 1840.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth.

Washington, June 22, 1840.'

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's envoy extraordinaryand min-

ister plenipoienijary, has the honor to transmit to the Secretary of Siato['

of the United States, bv order of his Government, the accomnanving Driut-'

Blair & Rives, prm(ei3.
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