
ind ruin of

brms both

at idea lie

ty empires

proofs of

e so n\nny

triuisgrcq-

r, and Ms-

vid receive

eir hands,

e and ar-

in labour,

isternation

valking in

ind of God

id and car-

juests, in-

lead of re-

\i conduct-

vy hand I

and I hate

their trea-

sureSf

iures, and I have put duwi the inhabitants like a valiant man.'*

But *WAc Xiiicked is snared in the uorh of his own hands"

This monarch so august, and wise in his own eyp, appeared

in that of the Almighty, anly as a subaltern, a servant sent

hy hi^ master to chastise, not to extirpate his children. At

^^
the very moment that he fancied himself pos.sossed of Jeru-

§ salem, tlie Lord, with a single blast, disperses all his proud

f hopes ; and in one night, destroys an hundred and fourscore

thousand of his force. " He puts his hook in his nose, and

his bridle in his lips, and turns him back hy the uay by uhich

he tame." Ic is thus that his Almighty power directs the

passions of men to the accomplishment of his judgments.

Well might the sacred writer say, ''the wath of man shall

praise thee." This it hath done in all ages. It has always

been a part of the moral government of God to mix the

evil with the good ; to pour his blessings upon mankind,

when, hy their conduct, they show themselves worthy of

his Almighty protection and favour, and to send abroad

his judgments at other times to punish their tiansgressions.

God had a peculiar regard for the children of Israel, which

he manifested in choosing them for his own. How often,

notwithstanding this, did he raise up enemies to them, to

chastise them for their sins, and when they amended their

way«,


