
Chap. XL Civil War in AMERICA.
C313

farious adventures, m which they were driven from 1 776
V^vV

Jtr'd,

place to place, and from ifland to ifland> by the
Virginians, feverAl of the veffels were driven on
ihorc .a a gale of wind, and the wretched fugitive*
became captives to their own ^puntrymen. At
length, every place bein^ fliut againft, and hoftile
to the remamdcr, and neither water nor provifiona Fugitive,

to be obtained^ even at the expcnce of blood, it was ^*%^' '^

found nccefiary, towards, the beginning of Auguft
to burn the fmaller and lead valuable velTels, and
to fend the remainder, amounting to between 4 .

and 50 fail, with the exiles, to fcek ihcltcr and
rctrcar o Florida, Bermudas, and tlic Wcft-Indic.,
In thii manner ended the hopes entertained by the
employment of the negroes to fupprefs the rebellion
in the fouthern colonies. This meafure, rather
invidious than powerful, tended infinitely to inflame
the difcontents jn thofe colonies, without adding
any thing to the ftrength of the royal arms. The
unhappy creatures who engaged in it, are faid to
havcpt riflicd almoft to a man.

\
It had for fome time paft been the fortune of the

fleets, tranfports and viduallers, which had been
lent to America, to meet with fuch exceedingly bad
leather on their paflage, fuch delays, and fo many
untoward circumftances of different forts, as in a
|reat degree fruftrated the end of their deftination.
bir Peter Parker's fquadron, which failed from
fortfraouth at the clofe of the year, from an uncx^
petted delay in Ireland, and bad weather afterwards,m not arrive at Cape Fear till the beginning of
Miiy,^v .ere they were detained by various caufes
nil the end of the month. There they found Ge-
neral Clinton, who had lately been at New-York,
and from thence proceeded to Virginia, where he
nad feen Lord Dunmore, and finding. tiiat no fer-
vice could be effeaed at cither place with his fmall
wee, came thither to wait for them.
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