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manners and tempers, and the measures I had previously

taken. I had most assiduously cultivated the friendship,

and insinuated myself into the favour of my prisoners;

had convinced them of the advantages that might accrue to

their nations, by adhering to the British governraent; and

procured their promises to negotiate the business with their

brethren, which they punctually performed. Thus I se-

cretly frustrated the machinations of the Republicans, while

I received their thanks, and procured assurances from the

Indian chiefs to support his Majesty, at all events, as his

Majesty's most faithful friends and auxilliaries ; ae. a proof

of which, I was authorized to transmit a large belt of wam-

pum to Lord Dunmore, from him to be sent to his Majesty,

as a symbol of their inviolable attachment to his royal per-

son. This public transaction employed a fortnight, at the

end of which I dismissed the Indians perfectly satisfied and

informed ; having first added an additional and considerable

present out of my private fortune, to what had been pub-

licly voted for that purpose.

The troops lately under my command were now dis-

banded, the demagogues of faction were active, the spirit

of sedition was every where prevalent, and distrust of each

other pervaded hearts the most loyal. But as nothing

great or good could be effected in times like these with-

out risk, I considered only what plan was best at such

conjuncture; and having determined, resolved to act with

vigor, as a temporizing neutrality was neither consistent

with my principles nor my passions. My design briefly

was, first to engage as many gentlemen of consequence

as possible to join with me in defence of government,

and afterwards to make my way through the country,

visit Lord Dunmore, who was now driven, for personal

safety, on board a ship lying at Norfolk, consult with him,

and take his instructions concerning the most effectual

mode I and my adherents could pursue to serve his Majesty.

I began by inviting such of my friends as I could best de-

pend on to an entertainment, where, as public disturbances

were now the universal topic, little address was necessary
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