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comfort you in your sorrows, to elevate you in your

devotions, to bring you into communion with your Sa-

viour, your Sanctifier, your God ; to prepare you for the

hour of death, yea, for the day of judgment; and this

she chiefly does through the sacraments of the Gospel,

and the other divinely appointed ordinances of religion,

if of them you will but avail yourselves.

But this is not all; while the Church thus ministers

grace to individuals, it is part of her business to pre-

serve, hand down, and proclaim the truth, the whole

truth, as it Is in Jesus. And our duty, therefore, it

is—especially, if we happen by God's Providence to

be called to situations of influence, rank, or autho-

rity—by all the means in our power, to increase

her efficiency in this respect, to place her on the

watch-tower, that her voice may be heard through

the length and the breadth of the land; our duty it

is, to take care that her faith be preserved intact

and pure; our duty it is, to vindicate her from the glosses

of ignorance, and the misrepresentations of prejudice

and malice ; our duty it is, clearly to define, and zea-

lously to maintain those peculiar doctrines and that pe-

culiar discipline, which have always marked, and do

still continue to mark, the distinction between the Church

of Christ, administered under the superintendence of

chief Pastors or Bishops who have regularly succeeded

to the Apostles, from those sects of Christianity which

exist under self-appointed teachers.

Against the Church the world seems at this time to

be set in array. To be a true and faithful member of

the Church, requires no little moral courage. Basely to

pretend to belong to her while designing mischief

against her in the heart, this is easy enough ; but man-
fully to contend for her because she is the Church, a

true Church, a pure Church, a holy Church, this is dif-

ficult to those who court the praise of men, or fear the

censure of the world. May the great God of heaven,

may Christ the great Bishop and Shepherd of souls, who
is over all things in the Church, put it, my brethren,

into your hearts and minds to say and feel (as I do),

" As for me and my house, we will live in th» Church,

we will die in the Church, and if need shall be, like our

martyred forefathers, we will die for the Church."


