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sian American Company, whose monopoly was abol-

ished by the treaty of acquisition, depended for ice

exclusively upon the small lake or natural pond which

furnishes the power for your saw-mill in this town,

and that this dependence has now failed by reason of

the increasing mildness of the winter. The California

Ice Company are now trying the small lakes of Kodiac,

and certainly I wish them success. I think it is not

yet ascertained whether glacier ice is pure anu practi-

cal for commerce. If it is, the world may be supplied

from the glaciers, which, suspended from the region of

the clouds, stand forth in the majesty of ever-wasting

and ever-renewed translucent mountains upon the

banks of the Stickeen and Chilcat rivers and the shores

of Cross sound.

Alaska has been as yet but imperfectly explored.

But enough is known to assure us that it possesses

treasures of what are called the baser ores equal to

those of any other region of the continent. We have

Copper island and Copper river, so named as the places

where the natives, before the period of the Russian

discovery, had procured the pure metal from which

they fabricated instruments of war and legendery

shields. In regard to iron, the question seems to be

not where it can be found, but whether there is any

place where it doea not exist. Mr. Davidson, of the.

Coast Survey, invited me to go up to him at the sta-

tion he had taken up the Chilcat river to make his

observations of the eclipse, by writing me that he had

discovered an iron mountain there. When I came

there I found that, very properly, he had been study-

ing the heavens so busily, that he had but cursorily

examined the earth under his feet ; that it was not a

single iron mountain he had discovered, but a range of


