
PKEFATOllY NOTE.

In ll'iillao »» III, llimtvri nn Aimriciin Iteporter bns givoii un
the libtory of his English iirwlecessors, from the Ye»r BiHiks
downwards, in n Ir)im whicli providen not only solid instruction
but Also iixcoljent reading. Except for lists of reports and nn
occasional note. Wallace ends with the yeiir 1770, the date of the
Declaration of Indeiwndence, after which English cases cease to
lie binding :.i American courts." The present compilat'jD
includts Reporters from the year 177« down to the commence-
ment of the Law Reports in IHIi,-. U conta" is a description of
each set of Reports, followed by judicial f other comments
upon them, with a short biographical nt m each Reporter
and the names of the Judges whose judgments he has reported.
The present Part includes House ol Lords, Privj Council and
Chancery Reports, liiographical notes of the Judges, limi' d
to such iiarliculars as bear uiwn their legal attainments,
added in an appendix ond are followed by an hides of Judj-
Reporters and Reports contained in the volume. The collection^
it is hoped, will be of use to the student in estimating the value
of any set of reports as a whole. The experienced practitioner
has acquire<l the necessary information by his own research or
by tradition

; yet to him, also, a ready means of reference to
criticisms on reports may sometimes be useful.

The writer is indebted to several friends and especially to
Reporters, past and present, for advice and suggestions. It is
upon such advice, where written record is not to be found, that
he has ventured to offer a general opinion on the quality of the
reports described.

• It is said that the editor's matter in the 4th edition of Wallace (t8M)
it not always to be relied on. The 3rd edition (1855) U praised by Sir
Justice Vaughan Williams in delivering the Judgment ol the court In
FarraUv. HmUch (18.19). .5 C. B. (X. S.) at p. 855. The present .liler is
inlormed on good authority that the hook was a favourite of the Ute Mr
Justice WiUes'.


