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He listened and looked about him, but he could neither

see nor hear anything of his enemy, and at last, with his

confidence returning, he drew himself into a sitting posture

in spite of the pain, took a flask from his breast, drank a
dram of whiskey, and began once more to look around.

His first shuddering gaze was upward, and something like

a feeling of satisfaction gave him encouragement to pro-

ceed, as he grasped the fact that to climb back was
impossible, for if the bear had escaped falling with him,

the beast was probably waiting his return.
" No, it must be downward," he muttered ; and in spite

of his agony, he set about the task of descent, at once
finding it less difficult than he had (inticipated ; for the

tough roots and bushes, which projected everywhere, gave
him foot and hand hold, as he let himself down, lower and
lower.

But there was a fresh difficulty awaiting him, for the lower

he went the darker it seemed to grow. The sun had
sunk behind the mountains, and in half an hour it would
be perfectly biack where he hung, and any attempt to

continue the descent so much madness.
It was, then, with a sense of relief that he reached a

sharp slope where, among the bushes and creepers that

tangled the side of the gulch, he was able to find a resting

place where there was no danger of falling, and as he lay

down here, hot, exhausted, and in pain, he saw the twillight

fade into darkness, and thought of the body of his com-
panion lying somewhere above.

A shudder ran through him at the thought—a shudder
of dread—but it was only compounded of fear lest he
should not have effectually completed his deadly work, and
with the full determination of revisiting the spot, so as to

secure Harrington's rifle and make perfectly sure of his

death, providing he could avoid the bear, he dropped off

into a heavy sleep which lasted till the soft gray light was
beginning to fill the valley once again.

He was so stiff, and suffered such agony from the

injury to his side, that for some time he did not care to

sti^- ; but at last, bringing all his energies to bear, he rose

carefully, looked round, and began to descend, reaching

the bottom with no very great difficulty, and then pausing

to consider as to what course he should pursue.

His desire was to make for the camp at once, but he


