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ous minority, whose language and institutions are more

or less threatened by the mere preponderance of the

dominant race, should seem at times overvehement in

its self-assertion. A closer knowledge leads us to con-

clude that perhaps the extreme of Quebec nationalism is

but the froth on the surface of a not unworthy deter-

mination to keep intact the speech and institutions of

French Canada. However this may be, it is certain that

the point of contact between the two races in Canada is

at the present day as rich a field for the romancer as de

Gasp6 found it at the close of the old r/gtme.

According to the Histoire de la litt^rature Cana-

dienne of Edmond Lareau, Philippe Aubert de Gasp^

was born in Quebec on the 30th of October, 1786. He
died in 1871. He belonged to a noble French-Canadian

family. At the manor of St. Jean-Port- Joli, of which he

was seigneur, he passed a large part of his life; and

there he laid the chief scenes of his great romance. He
was educated at the seminary of Quebec, and then stud-

ied law in the city, under Sewell, afterward chief-jus-

tice. Only for a few years, however, did he devote him-

self to his profession—one from which so many a poet

and man of letters has broken loose. He accepted the

position of sheriff of Quebec, and afterward came mis-

fortunes which Lareau passes over with sympathetic

haste. His lavish generosity to his friends and the

financial embarrassments into which he fell, his four

years' confinement in the debtors* prison, hiis sufferings

of soul and body, all doubtless contributed to the poign-

ant coloring with which he has painted the misfortunes

of M. d'Egmont, le bon gentilhomme. On his release from

prison he retired to his estate of St. Jean-Port-Joli, but

not to the solitude and benevolent melancholy of D'Eg-

mont. The romancer was of too sunny a disposition, he

was too genuine and tolerant a lover of his kind, to run


