
8 MISTAKES IN REG.ARD TO EDUCATION.

come now, however, to notice mistakes of a different origin.

Granting that we have the most perfect conception of what

Christian education is, yet we may fail largely in carrying for-

ward this work because of another class of mistakes into which

we fall. To this class I now ask your attention.

Assuming that we have before us a correct ideal of what

constitutes a truly ^. ^ucated man from the Christian stand-

point, the question at once presses itself upon our mind how
can this ideal be executed. T" is necessarily gives rise to

questions of detail. We ask v/hat are the appliances by which

this ideal can be carried out ? How must these appliances be

used ? Is there any way by which we can ascertain with cer-

tainty what is to lie done 1 Can we be saved from making

mistakes in this vital matter ? Or, has God left this, the most

important work committed to roan, to the weak and nnserable

caprice of each worker 1 In this, which affects most vitally the

destiny of man both here and hereafter, is there no law 1 Are

there no fixed principles to guide the workers 1 Is every thing

uncertain ? Is every -vay and any way of doing the work

equally satisfactory to God ? These are serious questionr,- •

questions which we, as teachers and ministers, cannot ignore.

To ignore them is to iKicome guilty l)efore God. I leave them

with you, with a few reflections and further questions which

may help to a careful consideration of these.

I have asked, can we be saved from making mistakes in this

vital matter 1 T answer yes, if we are willing to pay the cost.

The cost means hard work. It means putting our professions

and theories into effoits and actions. It means that wo make
earnest and diligent searcli for our mistakes, and having found

them, that we put forth the effort necessary to »nable us to

avoid then). Since this is wliat must 1x3 done ; it is itnportant

that we ask fc.nd answer the question— Where are we to la k

for our mif'tc'wkes, what is their .uigin 1 To this question I am
disposed to answer first
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