
4

future are strangely interwoven, and face the duties of the

hour, that it may not be wasted. By you the battle of

life must be fought. Why should I discourage you ?

Believe me I would not. Nay, if permitted, I would

fight it all over again. There is no strength where there

is no strain, seamanship is not learned in calm weather

;

and, bom of the vicissitudes and struggles of life, are

the wisdom, the dignity and the consolations, which in all,

your cases I trust may distinguish its decline.

In addressing sucii a Society as this I am relieved from

many apprehensions. Your organization protects you

from much evil and many dangers. I take it for granted

that the Young Men's Christian Association of Ottawa is a

worthy and fruitful branch of that wide spread and in-

valuable Association, which is to be found in full activity,

not only in all the large cities of this continent, but

within the mother isles, and almost all the provinces of

the British Empire.

This Association, if I comprehend aright its history

and its objects, is neither sectarian nor political. It ex-

cludes no man on account of his creed, his origin or his

party leanings. It is neither Monarchical, Republican,

nor Aristocratic. It will live and flourish though Dynas-

ties decay and Cabinets be overthrown. Its limits are

not definedby geographical lines, nor its resources afiected

by financial convulsions. It has no secrets like masonry.

Its aims and its objects are distinct and above board. Its

regalia are the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit. It

recognizes the Creator and the Saviour, and seeks to throw

around young men, as they grow up, the restraints and

the protection of mutual encouragement and watchful-


