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most prominent, if not the only, objects of vision. Peculiar

notions are suggested by the word "Colony," so that it requires

no great dexterity in intonation to use it as an efficient term of

reproach. We know that when the absence of a criminal was

desired, he was transported to a colony ; when a political or

religious zealot became obnoxious, he fled or was banished to

a colony ; when a " ne'er-do-weel " was to be got rid of, lie

was assisted to a colony. Wild spirits sought it through love of

adventure; persons of strong religious convictions braved its

unknown dangers through enthusiasm ; and, when resources

grew narrow and bread scarce, gnawing poverty drove into the

emigrant-ship many a true man and noble woman, snapping

heart-strings that would not be untied, uprooting tender associa-

tions that seemed incapable of disentanglement, and unveiling

to the rude gaze of the stranger all those sanctities of emotion

whose shrine is the innermost tabernacle of our being. The

tremulous farewells wafted from the ship's side, were but the

prelude to a new life of heroic purpose and resolute action. We
can scarcely wonder, therefore, that the word colony carries

with it some awkward as well as sad significations. The estab-

lishment of the colonies of Ancient Greece was occasioned by

necessity ; those of Rome by utility ; and those of Modern

Europe by greed and ambition. The American Colonies were

looked upon as feeders to the Mother Land ; their resources

being regarded as so much plunder for home enterprise, and

their population as legitimate prey for home avarice. In the

old French times Canada was farmed out to monopolists ; and

even when French Canadians here were fighting for their very

existence against large odds. Frenchmen in France were

writing "disparagingly of them, as " a people who multiplied

slowly in the woods, who associated with savages, but who


