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terlain, (lemonMtrable, and unquestioi.ililr. rdvaii- I

tage nnd prnteetion to our commeire u» -A'ould be
i

eonfcrred by the ctitablishineiit of tlie proposed i

line ofcomnuiiiiiMition. It would keep the owner
and his vessel, in wimtever European or Asiiitic

port the latter might be, separated by less than a
ii'^'le week. It would enable communifations, ,

whether of accident, of market, or of destination,

to be made and answered without injurious deten-

tion or delay. It would reduce the rates of insur-
,

ance and ilie prices of freii^hts. It would place the
!

Sshini; fleets of Gloucester nnd Cape Cod, upon ;

tlie coasts of Nova Scotia, in communication with
|

the owners at home by a railway transit tiial

Bii^lit be performed in less than a day.
|

There is another point of view from wliich this

work presents a truly national ciiaracter: it is as a
|

means and implement of national defense. Tra- i

Tersins; a territory so near the coast, yet not upon !

it, to the very frontier of the Republic, and con-
j

nected, as it will be, in its branches and intersec-

tions, with every other railroad in the country, it

wiU 1)6 of greater service and importance in this

respect, than any mere works of protection and
fortification that can be erected by the outlay "•"

many millions. Un this point I do not speak
anauvisedly, or without book. I quote from an
admirable letter of Lieutenant Manry, United

I

States Navy, addressed to the Portland commit-
j

tee, July 24, 1850. Having reinarked that

—

!

" tl [this rnihvay] will connect with rnilroiulH from Mon- :

(real, Unchee, and ilOKtnn ; nnd in view nl' the conso(|uvncu
!

wliich tlii!si' line* will give it, you eloqiienlly di'scriliu it n
'grand trunk line of railway from the State of Maine to the
lower llritiiih Provincei.' It is only oiii; of the topmost
branches; the inniii trunk extends friiin ihe West to the

East, from the North lo the Houtli, and has itn Inp-root

planted in the heart of the Mississippi valley.
"There isnirc.idyin contemplntion, in prm'css of con-

•truction or aciiinlly completed, a grand trunk line nf rail-

roads nil the way froui I'ortlanii, in Maine, to Memphis, in
'

Tennessee, and other points on the Mississippi river. To
com|ilelc such n trunk you cannot go amiss lor friends and
dvocutes, for its branches are everywhere. Whcilior you
go ainoni: the mountains of New Knghind; or tlie lakes of
Canada—in llic plains of the South, or the forests of ttie

We»t—wherever you sound the car whistle for this line of
road, you will see the friends of the measure, like Klioderick

Uliu's men, starling up froiii every hush and tiaak, in ready
response 10 tlie call.
" At the speed of (,'ollins's sleamcn!—and wo do not mean

to rest satistied with Unit—the passage across the Atlantic
,

can lie perl'oriiied, when the line ofyour trunk road is pushed
•ver into Nova Scolia, in a week.
"The advantniies of a road which is to shorten one third

of the sailing distance between London n:id New York,
Boston and I'aris, arc too many nnd too obvious, and loo

great for ciiumeruliou or description. They strike every
one."

He proceeds to say—and to this portion of his

letter I desire to cull iiarticitlar attention:

"There is, however, one pointof view which I wish you
wonhi take nl this railroad ; for it is from that point tliat I

wish to present some of its merits to public favor.
" You know Hint the system of tiirtincalioiis formerly

adopted for the defense of the eoa.-'l, ns expensive and as no-

eessary as it was, has been rendered almost unnecessary by
the system of railroads that bus been intriMluecd by the pri-

vate eiiterpriseniidenergyof public-spirited individuals like

yourselves. We have seen the Uciienil (ioveniment ex-
pending millions of dollars for Ihe erection of a single for-

tjAealiun, and whieli, when compleied, was of no earthly

value in times of peiu'e to the eilizensor occupations of
the coiiiilry. There it stood—a mere pile of brick and mor-
tar—diawiii;; heavily i||hiii the public Treasury for repairs

every year, ami dra;;girig out a burdensome existence in

peace, that perchaiue it might be useful in war.
'• Now, with tlie power which this railroad would give

you to draw an army, if need be, from the great valley of the
West, Olid in two days uinrcb it all the way by steam from

Menipnis, on Ihe Mississippi, to the frontiers of Maine, or
even into foreign territory—willi such a power, what da
the people ofMaine want with any forts ami castles, except
such e« limy be necessary to protect tier seaport towns from
the great guns of big ships.'
" You know, tim,—lor you have only to visit the navy-

yard ill your .Slate to see evidence of the liict—that the plan
was to collect in our navy-yard, and at gnmt expense, large
iiuanlilies of ship limber, and stoieit nway lor the elnei^.
gencies of war. The einergeiieies never came, the liinbof
rotted, and the nioni.'y was lost.

" Now, in time of war, almost any timber that stands fn
the forests is good enough to build men-of-war. Kven if
built of green niiibcr they would probably lost through ths
war, when the vast majority of them, ol whatever kind of
timber they might lie built, would be of no fiirilier use at
any rate. Therefore, with railroads, what do we want of
any more stores of ship timber for any such purposes ? Ai
for the Navy, railroads have converted almost every forest,
' from Maine to Georgia,' iiiio a timber siied tor it.

" fleeing, therefore, the important part which railroads
are peforniiiig, and will perlbriii in the system of natioual
defenses—seeing that one of the priiici|>al objects wliich
moved our fathers to form this Union, was ' the better to
provide forilie eoiiiinon defense;' and seeing that the publk)
lands arc a coinnioii fund which is being squandered, I am
of opinion that a more riglite<ms, wise, nnd lieiieflcent dis-
pensation could not be made nf portions of these lands than
to apply them to aid in the consiruetioii of railroads, and
utiier works which provide so elfeetually as railroads do, for
the common defente."

Not only will this road ^in connection with tha
Atlantic ferry) be convenient for the traveler, en-
abling him to make the passage to Europe by the
shortest and quickest'sea route, and over a por-
tion of this continent as yet but little known, but
of a most interesting character; through the heart
of Ire'und—a land whose history and misfortunes,
whose vicissituder and sorrows, have interested tia

all—and by that grandest achievement of niode.-ti

art and skill, the Tubular bridge;—not only will it

aO'ord direct advantage and protection to the tratla

and commerce of the country; speed the transmi8>
sion of intelligence by mail and telegraph, and pro-
vide for the national defense; but it will tend indi>

rectly, though materiallv, to enlarge the trade, and
: increase the wealth and population of every por^

j
tion of the country. And here I am hapjiy to be

,
able to read the opinions of the Hon. Robert J.

> Walker, contained in a letter to John A. Poor,
! Esq., dated August 9, 1850:

I

" It was not in my power to comply with the reque*-
I made by the committee in your name, to alieiid and addrea*

I

the Convention held at Portland on the 31st ult., with a
j

view to the continuation of the great Eastern railway from
your ciiy to some point in Nova Scotia, nearest to Great

:
Uritain and Ireland. This would, indeed, be a work of

' vast importance, not only to your own State and city, ID

j

Nova Scotia and New Uruiiswick, but to the whole Ameri-

I
can Union, and to all the continents of the Old World. It

I

is lio|>ed that, with the inipravenients now being made tti

I

steamers, ft niight bring some good harbor in Ireland withia

I

live days of our American shores. 1 1 would greatly cniar0>

I

inlernalionni commerce, and become a new bond to pr»-
I serve the peace ol the world. It 'fould increase our export*
' to the British provinces oiid to R irope, ,vith a eorrcs|Hiiidiiig

I aiignieolation of imporLs and revenue. It would bring Eu-
rope 80 near to Americii, Uiat it would greatly facilitate ttia

export and ditl'iision abroad of uur ttepublicun principle*,
without any diniinuiion or deterioration of the supply Utu
for domestic consuiuption."

" I cannot doubt but that the present enlightened Minis-

try of Great llritain—the great advocates of a liberal com-
niereial policy—will aid this noble enterprise ; that out
(;iivernment will extend to it all proper facilities liy moil
arrangements and otherwise: and that the rest will be ao-

complished by tlie well known energy of New Kn^land,
aided by tlie eoUperatiun of Nova Scotia and New lirua*-

wiek.
" I'^rom the increased speed, it seems to me that the mall

and passengers, between lH>tli countries, must be geneiaU/
carried by this route; ua also light articles of value. >'


