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moral habits connected witli a life of outrage

against the laws. But Kuhstitutc protecting

duties, and you avoid all this miscliief, and at

the same time effect the object of the prohibi-

tion. The opulent classes will pay the high

prices under the protecting duties, as they

pay the smuggler, but the revenue will gain

the advantage, and not the illicit trader. The

fair dealer loses nothing, as, under the prohi-

biting or protecting system, the present con-

sumois will equally have the articles; and

under both can have them only at the same

high price; but the government and the pub-

lic morals gain. Smuggling must nearly cease,

and with it the large cost of the present pre-

ventire system.

Such, therefore, is the general condition of

public affairs with which we have to enter

upon the commencement of a new year.

After this brief and plain statement of what

has been done, and what has been omitted,

and through what difficulties, and under what

embarrassments, is it too much for a candid

observer to conclude, that his Majesty's minis-

ters are fully entitled to the praise of a zea-

lous performance of all their public duties ; and

are so much the more justly entitled to this

praise from a generous and discerning public,

inasmuch as they have themselves declined to


