
lO Capt. COOK '9 VOYAGES COMPLETE.
The adjacent counti>y is niountairiotis, and chiefly

covered with wood, a frrtall part of it only being cul-

tivated. Near the town the foil is loofe and fandy, but

farther from the river it ts a fine black mould. It

produces all the tropical fruits in great plenty, and

witbout much cultivation, a cirumftahce exceeding

agreeable to the inhabitants, who are very indolent.

The mines, which lie far up in the country, dre very

fich. Their fituation is carefully concealed, and no
one can view theiri, except thofc concerned in working

and guarding them. About twelve months before our

arrival, the government had detciftcd fevcral jewcncr»
in carrying on an illicit trade for diamonds, with
(laves in tnc mines; and immediately afterwards a
la<v paflcd, making it felony to work at the trade, or
to have any tools fit for it in poffeflion, the civil of-

ficers having iiidifcriminately feized on all that could
be found. Near 40,000 negroes are annually imported
to dig in the mines, fo pernicious to the human frame
arc thofc works. Tn 1776, 20,000 more were draught-
ed froin the town to fuppty the deficiency of the
former number.
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01 N the 8th of December, having proaircd all nc-
' cefliiry fupplies, we took our departure frniii Rio

de Janeiro ; and on the 9th an amazing nuinbtr of

atoms w ere taken out of the fca. Thtfe wore of a ycF-

lo« ilh colour, and few of them were more than tlie 5th

ym o\' an inch lo.ig ; nor could the btfl microfcopc

on hoaTd the t'.ndcavour difcover whether they belonged

to the v.~g>:table or animal creation. The fca vas tinged

in fuch a manner nitli thcfe equivocal fubftances, as to

exhibit bioad llreaks of a fimilar colour, for near the

fpace of a mile in length, and for fcveral hundred
yards in breadth. Whence the\ came, or for what dc-

figncd, neither Mr. Ihnks nor Dr. Solander could An-

tcrmine. Pcrhtips they might le lliu fpawn of ibnie 1

marine aniniil, unknown to citlicr anticnt or moderii
j

philofophcrs.

On the 1 1 th we hoolced a flurk. It proved to be a

female. When opmcd we took fix young ones out of

it, five of \*hifh were alive, and f>\ain brilkly in a

tub of vatcr, but the fixth appeared to have been dead

fonie time. From this time we met with no material

occurrence till the 22d, whence difcovered numerous
birds of the profiUaria kind, in latitude 39 deg. 37
min. fouth, and longitude 49 deg. 16 iiiin. weft; vie

alio difcovered great numbers of porpoifesof a lingular

fpeciis, about 15 feet inkngih, and of an afli colour.

On the :3d we oblervtd an edipfc of the moon ; and

about fcvcn o'cloc k in the morning, a I'lnall white cloud

appeared in tb^ wel\, from uhii.li a train of fire iffucd,

extending itielf wclleiiy : about tuo minutes after, we
heard t>».) diflin^fl louii cxploltons, inuiiediatcly fuc-

ceedir.g each otliLT, like thou- nf »annon, after which
the cloud difapprarcil. On tiie 24th «e caught a large

loi^^i-rhiad tortoife, wiijjhing one bundled and fifty

pounds. V\\- likcwifc Ihot kvrral biidi, one an albc-

fofs, which meafurcd hetHccn the tips of in wings

nine feit and an imii, and from its beak to the tail

two feet one in.h andan half. Onthe30th\\e ran up-
w?rds of fifty leagues, through vail numbers of land

infect';, foine in the air, and others upon the water;

thty apfiearcd to itfeniblc exactly the Hie? that are fcen

i:v l/.ngland, thoiipli they wuro thirty leagues from land,

and fome of thefc infcoN arc knoun not to quit it bc.-

\i)iHi thiee yard-'. At t'lis time t,c jiulgril ourfclves to

Iir nearly opjiolite to the bay < ailed Sans I'ond (without

fcotioni) where it i Tuppofed by fume writers, that the

Continent of Aiiici!. a is divided iiy a palfage ; but it

vvas tiie opinion of our cirruninaNigaiois, that there

nughl Ik- a iaige river, whleh probably had (KCafioned

an inundation. On the \\i\ «e had much thunder,

lit'iitning and rain. This day and the three follouing,

wt la»v Jevcral whales; likewife a miinber of birifs

;{

about the fizc of a pigeon, with while bellies and
grey beaks.

On the 3d of January we faw the appearance of
land, in latitude 47 dcg. 17 min. fouth, a rv

, g
and longitude 61 deg. 29 min. 45 fee. ' '7°9'

weH, which we miftook for Pepy's illand. In appear-
ance it fo much refembled land, that we bore away for

it ; and it was near two hours and an half before we
were convinced, tlaat it was one of thofe deceptions
which failors call a Fog-bank. At this time our feamen
beginning to coinplain of cold, they were furnilhcd

with a pair of trowfers, and a Magellanic jacket, made
of a thick woollen ftufT called I'earnought. On the

I ith, after having pafTed Falkland's Ifland, we faw the

coa'.l of Terra del Fuego, at the diftance of about four

le.Tgiies from the wcfl to fouth-cart by fouth. As we
ranged along the fiiore to the fouth-eaft, fmoke wat
perceived, made, probably, by the natives as a fignal,

lor i"- was not to be fcen after we had pafled by.

On the 1 4th we entered the ftreight of Le Maire,
but were afterwards driven out again with fuch violence,

(the tide being againft us) that the fhip's bow -fprit wa*
frequently under water. At length, houcvcr, we gm
an<hoMge in a fmall cove, on the cart of Cape St.

Vincent, the entrance to which our captain named St.

Vincent's Bay. The weeds which grow here upor»

rocky ground are very remarkable, they appear above
the furfacc in eight and nine fathoms water. I'he

leavci arc four feet in length, and many of the ftalks,

though not more than an inch and a I all in ciivum-
ference, above one hundred.

Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks went on fliore, where
having continued four htxjrs, they returned about '•->c

in the evening, with upwards of an hundred dii.eum
jilants and Howers, ot which none of the Furopfan
botanills had taken any notice near this bay. The
country in general was flat, and the bottom, in par-

ticular, was a graffy plain. Here was picntv of wood,
water, and fowl, and winter bark was found in great

plenty. The trees appeared to be a fpccies of the

birch, but neither large nor lofty. Tiic wood was
white, and they bore a Imall leaf White and red cran-

berries were found in thcfc parts.

On the 1 8th we came to an anchor in twelve fathom
water, upon coral rocks, before a fmall cove, at the di(-

tanc eof aboutainile from the fhorc. Atthistimc twoof
the natives came down upon the beach, as if they ex-

pected that the Urangers would land ; but as there was
no llielrer here, the Ihip was got under fail again, and
the Indians retired difapjiointed. 1 he fame aftermxin

about two o'clock, we came into the bay of G<x)d .Suc-

cefs, and the vcflel coming to an anchor, the captain

«cnt


