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STATEMENT of the CLAIMS upon the GEORGIA
WESTERN TERRITORY.

., A SUTVtMARY STATEMENT of the claims of the Stat« of Gebrjna, and of the

. United Swtes, to the GEORGIA WESTERN TERRITORY ; and of the

. Arguments adduced by the Purchafers ot a part of this Territorv, to irtValidate

I fxieie ciaims
;
particularly to liich parts as are covered by their purchafes ;

coUefted and ftated with impartiality from various authentic printed and man-
ufcript documents.
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\Tbefollowing is refa rtd to at tbt elofi ofthe article Getti^a Weftern Tertitory ; ivhichfee.']

I. nPHE State of Georgia fay, that « the unappropriated territory," ufuallv cbnfidercd

X as within the liroitg of the State of Georgia, or the trart of country'nbw diftin-

fuiHiqd by the name of the Georgia IVtJiern Territory, is tbcir property, and that they
avc " not only the right of pr*-c;nption, but alfo of exerciling all territorial rights."

r. Becaule, by the id and 9tn articles of the confederation of i'/8i, the territory within
the limits of each of the United States is confirmed and guaranteed to each of them
i-cfpe<fKvely. f Becaufe, the boui.darics of Georgia, as eftabUflied by the treaty of Paris,

of 1783, and by the convention at Beaufort of 17.87, include this territory ; and the
6th article of the Federal Ginftitution, by the fpirit and meaning of it, confirms thefe

limits. And, 3dly, Becaufe the United States, by accepting a ccihon from N. Carolina,

of her Weftcrn Tcrt-itory, did ^ fact acknowledge and recognise the right of Georgia to

her Weftern Territory.* To this claiitl of Georgia the purchafers accede ; upon thi*

ground the falcs were madt to the refpeiftive compaiiica in 1795, and en this ground
the purchafers reftcd the validity of their claim;

But the State of Georgia no* rerlaims that part of her Weftern Territory fofd

according to the aft of her legift*«rc, cf Jan. 7, 1795, alleging that the adl authori-

ling the falc; is contrary to the fcurth article of the Conftitution of the United

States ; repugnant to the i6th and i-th fe<ftions of the firft nrticle of tlic ronflitution

of Georgia, and was moreover obtained by means of " fraut'/, atrocious fpeculation,

conuption, and co!iu(ioM." Henre, oy an adt paffed Feb. 13, 1796, the above aft of

J;tn. 7, 1795, was "declared null and Vwid, and the grants, rights, aiid claims,

dedurcd from it, annulled, aud rendered void and of no cft"edl."f

In ainlWcr to the above (fated claim of Georgia, it is contended by the purchafers,

• J. Th«t the repealing law of Georjjia is merely void, and leaves the title of the purchaf-

ers where it found it. If corruption, loey fay, did ^lift in the legiflature which made
the' fale, ( vrfiirli ib however flrenuoufl' denied) it is very qucftionable whether it c-ui

ever be allefjcd, a» a contraifl canilot be repealed, like other acts of legiflation ; and as

f!;e fupr'rr.e povf-r of a Sitatc, as fuch, rannot be accountable to any other "onftitutcd

MiXh'jtity {in ti.^ implies a fupcrior tribunal. By this, however, is not meant that

|4)( ivrony di'n'- cMimot be individually ^rofecuted for corruption, though the State

nvay be btmnd by tt«i' l«le'*. If the allegation were, fay they, that the legiflature v.erc

^reived by &f purch.tf' r j, the granr, like that of an individual, unfairly obtained,

would be void on proof of the fraud : but tor a legiflature to allege its own criminal-

ity and corruption, to avoid its own grant, ji truly r.ovel; and, in point of principle,

#iere i: no di3ere»KC betw^-n the fame and ; ;>rtccding legiflature. But if corruption

«4 this kind can naMe \'oA the grant, at leal' it ouf^t to be proved ; and that too in a

I'iftirt comr •
'- f to weigh cLf cvidrrcc, and decide or the faift : in other words, it is u

1 ' iiy triable onJy la a judiciary court, aiid being a queftion of fad:, «<iift

bt. tri -'
!ir , The IcgiMature, therefori', having no authority in this cafe, this

cxar. d <*f<'r*'<'m caa be confidcred no cthcrwil'e than as mere ufurpation, and

void. /J d prrhapsie #itic< to the purchalers, u ought to be added, that the lUpo-

flt'OIlS

f Such arc tJ.eer<.ur •'

''i/S Other aii«rflrc::(
Wi!i .. fitit tf §•' ft
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• .'"ff.i liy Georgia to her Wedern Trrritorv, in hcr Afl cf Jan. 7tl'.

I ;> t.- Mu Lui; iiteii taV.;;. jy tlic piuctaitii'iUJd their agunts, wki'.i*

'./ "atetncnt.


