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rpnd by f»vory Atiinricinn Ptntrsmnn, wholj-'liovcs wo h.ivo anyf!»in;j to pain
by proTiisrd ricirotiMtions for Oie'^rut, or anytliiu^^ to I(k>(; l»y f);i;sirii; iliis

resoltitioii, and thus indicalirip: ((» Gicid IJritnin u drtcrniinnlioii to as.n^rl

our riifiiis. Allow mo, in proof nf this opitiiDii, to ^iiw yon a Aw cxinvcls

from Ihr dnpiiiiKitiis thcriiscilvcs.
,

Hero is t\]o. lirst letter of itisfnicfion from Ilciiry t.'lay (o Albert (j^aUfitin,

under datf* of .hir:r« ID, 1H2(3. After alhidiii^Mo tiie iu;>lruclioMs formerly
sont to Air. Rush, Mr. Clay adds:

"Niir is i' (Dnceivi (t ih^t (.real Hi iiiiiii lias, or can iirako otii, I'v- >• a colomhk idle to any yor-
Hon t)J the tioriliwesi coa-si."

I pray yoti, sir, to o!)ser\'o tliJM cxprossion of Mr. Clay. It if imt, tliut

iireut liritaiti's litlo is weak, is irxperlect, is fpieslioiiahie ; it is, that !>h«

has not ovejw/ w/w nf title. It is not, iliat her title is d-.;'cctivo to the

soiuliern f)ortioii of this territory ; hirt "^^ood, or at least phi:isiblt', north ot

the iulittule of forty nine. No, sir, nothiii,'^ of that sort. \\\\\ it is, that

from north tOMniit!i,fro!t' (vi^t to west, over t!ie entire territory, Creat Hriiaiii

has not n preteiire, not a shadow of a title. It is, lh;.l to every part and
parcel o( Orcfroii, from the ISpanish line on tlic soutli, to thi; Ilnssiaii boun-
dary on the north; from the siirninits of the Rocky moiintains across to

the waters of the I^icilic; the United ytnles arc the irne, ri;:,iil[nl, legitiiunlc

owners.

That is th'^ broad, niupialifi d assertion
; and it is tru". I pKdin; mys^'If

to this House, if'lhe matter heealled in queslioii, befon; we have done with

the snbjt^ei, to prove, by the tenor of those very treaties to which lMi;:land

appeals, by the admissiens of her own statesmen and historians, that lo tlis

vast terrJ'ory, rejrardiiiir which, ibr a quarter of a eentury, wt; have been
tamely ne^rotiutinir, onr tille is .^s clear, distinct, indisputable, as that of atjy

gentleman on this floor to the farm he owns, or tlio planlalion that is his,

and was his father's before him.

Such is the trntli ; and such was Henry ('lay's assertion. And yet, oro

ever the ink was dry on that honest statement of our rights—before the let-

ter was elos.'d, m which an American Secretary ot State declares to an
American Minister, that Orejrou is, iind of rigfit onijht to be, ours, thft same
Secretary empowers thnt same Minister to trade off—oh no, sir. that is not

diplomatic laus^najre—to itt'<si)liutc afray nearly one half l!.e territory;

meekly to vv^dv. to (^reat Hritain that to which she has not even a color of

title—nearly four hundred miles on the Pacific coast, with all the country
thence lo ifie Rocky moimlains. Ikre is the paragraph, from llic same
letter

:

" You .".re autliorixed lopiopDe the iiinnlmfui uCilu' lliird nriuii' ol ilui coiivi'iilion dC IHIS^

nud llie cKiensidn d! llio liiif cm ihc parulid o\' forty iiiiii' iU!;^n;is, (run llio eas irn siilc of ih •

Hucky iiioim.ains, wlicre ii now ti'iniinitf-:, to tin* t'.nifi: (ici-nn, as the pcrminciii tioiindarjr

tieiwceii I lie terriiorie.s of i lie iwo po'.vur.s iriihil i|ii;irier. 'i'll^^ is vnr uUivialum, aixl you may
»() amiuui;cc it. Wc cm ci'uscnl to no oiher liut- more l<e.t)fiililr loCireai Briluiii."

This offer is made (so Mr. ('lay writes in the same letter to Mr. Gallatin)

"in a spirit of concession and compromise, which Great IJrilain should not

hesitate to reciprocate."

Concession is a g-ood thing in its place; and if a right l)e of doubtful

validity, prudence sometimes bids ns compromisi', jbr th:; sak'e of peace.

But thus to cede, at the first olTer, to a nation that has, avowidly, not a
color of title to it, a district of country one half a^ !ar;.;e as were the thirteen

United States at the date of the Revoluiion,—this strikes me as pushing
somewhat furlhcr than jus«,ico demands, or national honor warrants, the


