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world, and before the American pfople. Wltocv-
er, therefore, votea for thia meaaurej roreaaciaif,.l>ut

not deairing ila eoneequencea, will be (ar e re»
ponaible for ihereault, in a moral point of view, than
(he adminiatration which haa acted, >aa I believe,

from at. honeat though erronaoua conviction of
duty.
Mr. Chairman, I will conclude by obaervin((,

that I am fully uwarc tliat nulhini; which I rait aoy
w.ll influence the action ufthia Houae. I never ex>
pected that it would. But 1 have preMnied my
viewR upon tliia subject fully and frankly, in order

that 1 muy p!iu:e myself fuirly before my conetitu-

enta and rrienda, who alone feel en inlereat in .nv

courac. My anie aim haa been to vmdicaUs myself
witli them. Would to God that 1 had the power to

reach the heart of the Ilnuao and the nation!

Would to Qod that i coulo persuade them to be-

ware, ere they precipitated ihornseives into a war,

and exposed themselves to consequences which no
eye but ihat above can measure or pursue. 1 would
beseech rriy countrymen first to exhaust all the

mean'i of prevrvii.^ peace with honor. They owe

thia to themselves and their poeteritr, to the efcar<

actor ofthe country, to the hopea of our race, and
the freat intereaia of hunumitv. Iftheae rasa«uea

should Aut, and war should SecooM inevitable, wa
should CO into it a united people, with one heart

and with one mind. Wo should g;o into it with

those high feelings with which conscious rectitude,

and an outraged apirit can alone inspire a man or o

people. We should carry with us the sympothiea

of Christendoni; and, more than all. we might de«

voully invoke the bleMung of theOod of battles in a
contest which we had alone nothing to provoke,

and we had sought by all honorable means to avert

If war should become the only remedy for wound-

ed honor and violnted right,ail will rally to the re«

cue of the country, and to avenge iu wrongs. Ai.

devoted its any in the gloriouM band, I will venture

to say, the sons of the South will be found at the

post of duty—not standing byj as cold-hearted

spectators, or us laggards in the day of trial. No,
sir; they will be found

True to the biat o( tliclr Mo«(l anil their breath.

An4 Ulu! tctt^n iJc«c«ad ta th« harvest of <l«iith.


