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wandered and Mitted in tlif dark nrtluT world.' Tins * wan-
dering and Hitting,' however, is rather thc^ spirit of Herder's

poetry than of that of the HeV)rews ; for the whole tenor

and drift of the representations in the Old Testament show
that the state of disembodied souls is dp<'p quietude. Freed
from bondage, pain, toil, and care, they repose in silence.

The ghost summoned from beneath by the Witch of Endor,
said, ' Why hast thou disquieted me to bring me upT It

was, indeed, in a dismal al)ode that they took their long

quiet ; but then it was in a place ' where the wicked ceased

from troubling, and the weary were at rest.'"* Solomon
declares and gives it as a reason for energy in this life, that
" There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
in the grave, whither thou goest."t Job, in itter despair,

asks, *' Wh} died I not from the womb ^ . , . For now
should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept

:

then had I been at rest,"J And in Ife ah we me' c with

such la;^ .ge as this: "Thy speech shall be h>\v out of the

dr'^^ and thy voice shall be as one that iiatli a familiar

spirit out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of

the dust."§ These passages, and others of a similar kind,

have been frequently quoted to prove that the world of

spirits, as believed in bjy the ancient HeVjrews, was a region

of darkness, silence, gloom, and total inactivity, correspond-

ing in the sense of the repose, but not in that of the gloom,

with the Buddhists' N'irvmna. The last passage evidently

refers in some manner to the calling up of the spirits of the

dead by the art of necromancy ; it having been imagined at

that time that spirits so summoned could only speak in a
whisper. Whether the shadowy and unsubstantial region

thus imagined, constitutes in reality the spiritual world of

the Old Testament, we shall see as we proceed. Certain it

is that an existence in a land where no light shines, no har-

monious sounds break through, and no events occur to

relieve the everlasting monotony and gloom, would be little

worth the having, and would be no place to look forward to

with joyful hope and anxious expectation, as a crowning
reward for one's labour when 'life's fitful fever" is over,
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