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•• The peace of a thousanrl years.
"

"The Ahhot k'ave : Tiuu' uistnu-lion in matttrs of rtliKioti.

One (lay, in a diNOuursc on lundanuntal virtue, which I found

difficult, he touched at some len>;h on the nature and conili-

tions of Hell. \nd I reinenilH.T, in describing those regions

of Hell wh h underlie the Paradise of the West, he stated, inci-

dentally, th.il souls an- .nly loosed therefrom hy exhaustion of

the livid, lurid or dark t nioti ns that keep them there—hy that,

and le re-awa". ninj; of desires. Hy some of these ilesires the

souls are drawn out\\.ird to Karth ayain. while throujjh others,

more subtle and fine, they i)a.ss into the ParaiHse of the West

as naturally as a butterfly rises fnmi the chrysjilis. But having

attained this state, and feeling supreme relief from rei'ent pain

and h.rror, they are prone to remain inactive, l)ecome lethargic,

and are so<m overcome by the delicious atmosphere of the place.

.\nd thus thev lie {)eacefully intoxicated for a thousand years.

Then their lives end. Hut the root essence of them all, I was

told, is drawn upon a>,'ain bv influences ever seeking (Kcasion for

incarnation. And so, in Limlx). awaiting the birth conditione<l

hy their divers natures, they and all manner of planetary life

remain in susjiense, like to the clouds in the sky. which await

opportunity for retu: i to Karth in endless drops of ram."—
The Teaching of Tao.
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