
( 474 )

Science Notes.

A i>ORTAmâLE Twu.yst.

A novel method uzed in con-
structing the new tunnel 1111(er
the Seille for carryingl- the lines
of the 'Metropolitan flailway
of Paris, is noted in Popular-
Mechanies. Says this paper:

««<The tunnel is bulit in sec--
tions-hug.e caissons of steel-
which are floate(l to position
and suink.

" The walls of eaclî section
are fil]ed with rubble wvhen it is
sunk and the flang--es on its
bottorn 1101(1 it away fronî the
river bed ani forni a, space froîn
'which the -%vater is expeiled.
This space is used as a working,
chaniber, where the worlic of ex-
cavation is carried on wvitli
oly a nioderate degree of coin- \VORK
pressed air. Connection tubes
in the tunnel sections, provided
witb ladders, are used( for passiig
iu and out of the eol<ng cani-
ber-. As the bced of the river is
excavatetl, the section sinkls lower andl
loiver iiiitil it is at last beneath the sur-
face. Ail hollowv spaces arc filcd iii xith
rubble as the woriz procccds aind the
tunnel iýs fitially covere1 over.

Conditions iii the worhiing chainher
are of the best. Electric Iiglhts are used
and telephones afiïord commnunication
facilities. FIor dlea-liing with the rock
strata a special powvdcr which gives off
littie filmes is used, and1 excavatcd ina-
terial 2s rapidly rcinovci. This inîterial
passes up) the connccting tubes il, steci
buckcts whvlichI, on rea-cliiniý Ile top, are
tilted to precipitato the iateriail into,
barges oi, the surface of the Seille."

INC I\ .1 (1ISOS UNDE1.TH II VEU $FE1Nr.

TITE N\îïw îuvu or ew, E

Professor Lancaister, iii h is presidential
address before thue British Association for
the Advancenient of Science, said iL was a

get privilege to live in an epoch likie
the luresent, wvhich wvould stand out for
ever ln humanl history as tbe period ia
which new~ chemnical elenuents of astowuud-
ing I)rol)rties were rc':ealed %vith extra-
ordbîary rapîdîty. Yet we fear Ilizit
there are a .great nany people now living
,%vlio (Io not appeciate the privilege, and,
indcced, do ixot tak-e the trouble even to
keep inforîned on the discoveries -%viceh
in the last five years lhave niade for
science a new heaven ami a new earth.
Not long ago astronoiners %wereeggd
l calculating the rate of , )oling of flic

earth. Nlow it is a question %vhetlier
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