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WINNIPEG MONEY HARKET.

The atringency which has been felt in eustern
monotary circles during the past month, is
beginning to affect this country, and the past
week has been one of scraping and gathering
in the city, and fears were expressed by many,
that a period of nonetary tightaess, which
would hamper trade aftairs is not at all an.
likely to come immeodiately. In fact unlessa
freor movement of grain sets in very soon, such
a period, lot it be long or short in duration,
will be difficult to avoid. A rather significant
omen is the opening up of saving’s baunk depart-
ments in the Bank of Montreal branches, a
bank which six months ago would allow no
interest on deposits, and in no way gave en.
couragement to depositors. This, however, is
a symptom of eastern and not western string-
ency, though it has its sympathetic effects here.
Money for grain handling is by no means free
at the banks, unless where the borrower is able
to put up liberal margins, and most grain men
have been carrying such a load since the drop
in prices of last month, that their powesr of
margining are limited if not nearly cxhausted,
Oaly a material advance in price? in both
castern and export markets can relieve this,
and even a five cent rise would give matorial
agsistance in that respect. Thus graio men
are neither too willing nor too able toact with
vigor in the handling of the crop, and farmers
arc equally unwillisg to sell what they hold,
even at prices digher thau will admit of profita-
ble exporting. There is, therefore, nothing to
stimulate a freo movement of grain, and that
is the ouly thing which would cause a free cir-
culation of moaey throughout the province,
und relicve the country of all fears ut financial
stringency. As yet there has beer: no advance
in discount rates, and therc is reason to hope
that a better feeling ineastern markets will
come beforo any advance becomes necessary.
Banks have met the wants of all gencerul trade
discounts at the rates of last summer, namely,
7 to 8 per cent., and there is no unsafety in the
outlook to prompt them to making auy change
upward. In real estate mortgage business af-
fairs are not moving with noy freedom. There
ave very few now loan applications from the
city, aud farm loans are not namerous, and are
not likely to be until farmers are in better
humor with grain prices. There is quite a
volume of payments of interest and principal
coming ta from the country, but by no means
asheavy a ono asshould come at this season of
the year. The interest rates on farm loans is
§ per cent., and in the city there is not cnough
Lusiness to fix rates hero.

WINNIPEG WHOLESALE TRADE,

The quiet feeling general in mid-winter is
beginning to creep down over quite a few

Lranches of wholesale trade in the city, and -

thero is that lack of push and cffort beginning
to show itself which is usual for a few wecks
before and after the Christmas time. This is
tho casc in all season lines of goods, where
houses aro nearly all taking stock and getting
watters in shape for spring operations as soon
as the new year is fairly opencd. Building
operations now in the city arc about finished up
for the year, and unless io a few minor details
for finishing there is an ond for a season to any
demand for lines dependent upon such opera.
jons.  In the few fancy branches dependent on

holiday trado thero is a little rush and bustle,
which will subside in about another weelk:, and
which, in compurison with tho volume of
business generally, is of little importance. In
the rogular staple branches handling goods of
every day consumption sales have been about
normal, aud the feeling on the whole a littlo
Letter than noted in our last report. Cash
returng are still the guiding barometer, and
while the past weck has shown a slight im-
provement upon its predccessor, and a very
decided improvement on the two lust weeks of
November in this respest, the volume of morey
coming in from the country and goiog iuto cir-
culation is very farshort of what it ought to be
at this time of the year. The outlook after
1591 opens is certainly much brighter so far as
cash returns are concerned than it wus a year
ago, but for the sale of spring season goods it is
uot so hopeful.  Continued mild weather has
made bad work for retailers all over the
country, and with heavy unsold winter stocks
on their hands, these retzailers will not be in
the hopeful mood to make them buy freely for
spring requiremonts.  Really cold weather
until the close of 1890 might yot help the
prospect in this respect.
BURNING OILS.

The demand is steady but not above normal
in volume. P.ices steady as follows: Water
White, 3lc; Eocene, 33c¢; Sunlight, 28c;
Naptlia, per case, 83 50 ; deoderized gasoline,
$3.50.

DRUGS.

This branch holds tairly activo, and po
complaints are heard. Prices steady as follows:
Howard’s quinine, 535 to 65¢c; German quinine,
45 to 53c; morphia, $2.25 to $2.50; iodide of
potassium, $4.25 to $4.75; bromide potassium,
60 to70; English camphor, 80to 90c;glyceriue, 30
to 40c¢; tarturic acid, 63 to 73¢; cream of tartar,
35 to 40c; bleachicg powder, per keg, $6 to 83;
bicarb soda, $3.75 to $1.50; sal sods, $2.50 to
$3; chlorate of potash, 25 to 30c; alum, 34 to
$5; copperas, $3 to §3.25; sulphur flour, $4.50
to 35; sulphur roll, $4.50 to S3; American blue
vitrol, 10 to 12¢.

DRY GOODs, CLOTHING, ETC.

Business is down to a vory low cbb, and last
week's sales consisted of a few straggling sorts,
Even orders from spring samples havo dropped
off temporarily. Most honses are now finish.
ing up stock taking, and are content to be
quiet until the opening of 1891. Collcctious
are voported a little better, but there is still
room for great improvement in that way.

DRIED FRUITS

California layer raisins are about out of the
market. Mediterranean goods and dried fruits
are still firm und tending upwards. Dried
apples for instance have been out of the mar-
ket, but will bo on again this week at the ad-
vanced figuro of 10c o pouad. Other goods are
still oticred at former prices. Quotations are :
Valencin reisins, $2.20 to §2.40 per box;
Loundon layer raisins, $3.75 per box; cur-
rants, 7 cents per pound. ; croice new Eleme
figs in 10 Ib. boxes, 16¢ per lb.; choice figs, 13¢
per lb.; fancy Eleme layer figs, 20 1b boxes, 1Sc¢
per lb.; figs in 11bL cartoons, per doz., §1.75;
golden dates, in 50 1b. boxes, 9¢ per 1b.; Cali-
fornia evaporated fruit—apricots, 22 to 24¢ per
1b.; peeled peaches, 27 to 30c per lb.; pitted
plums, 1Sc; raspberrics, 35¢; prunes, @ to 1lc
per b, as to quality, the higher quotation for
choice of Lest varioties : nectarines, 21 to 23c.

PCEL.

Sales ave roported as rather below the aver-
ago for this time of year. Prices of wood are
a littlo ensior as there is a prospect of snow
for sleighing soon.  Quotations here are an
follows: Anthracite coat delivered, $£9.25;
bituminous, 85 ; Calt ut 7.50. Tamarac wood
in car lots on track, 4 25 to $1.50; poplar 2 60
to §3 10; oak, 8¢ ; maple, £6.30.

FISH AND OVSTERS.

The variety on the market itas not increased,
and prices are the same. Quotations arc as
follows : Whitefish ure quoted at 7c a pound ;
B. C. fresh hallibut, 13¢; Fiunan haddock in
30 pound boxes, 10ic & pound, with some
holding at 11 to 1lie. Fresh and kipperd
herring in smull quaatitics have been on tho
market. Fresh oysters in bulk are held at
$2 to $2.20 per gallon. The first load of frozen
whitefish for this year, winter catch, appeared
on the market on Thursday, and sold at Sc per
pound in small lots.

GREEN FROITS.

The movement is only normal, and heated
cors for shipping are now necessary. Pricos
are stiffening up as the winter advances.
Quotations are: Apples, good to fancy, $5 00
to $6.00 ; some damaged stock offering undeor §5
per barrel ; Messina lemons, §§ to $5.50 a box;
Florida oranges, §5 to $6.50 a box, according to
size and quality ; bananas, $3.50 a bunch;
winter pears, $3.52 to 83.73 a box ; crasberrics
in barrels, Bell and Cherry, $11; Bell and
Bugle, $11.50; Cepe Cod. $12; Malagy grapes
in 50 pound kegs, §3 t0 §3.50 ; Catawba grapes
in § pound baskets, $l. Oaly a fow of the
latter are left in the market.

GROCERIES

The feeling in tkis staple branch isa littlo
better than reported in last issue. Collections
although still slow, have shown quite an im-
provement, and that is the real guage of bus-
ness at present. Coffees still keep their high
range, and give no indication of coming down.
Sugars are steady and unchanged in prices:
Sugars—Yecllow, 6} to 63:; Granulated,
74c; Coffees, green,— Tios, from 24 to 25c;
Java, 27 to 29¢c; Old Government, 29 to
32¢c; Mochas, 33 to 35c. Teas: Japan, 23
to 46¢c; Congous, 22 to 50c; Indiun teas,
35 to 60c; young hyson, 26to 50¢ T.
& B. tobacco, 56c per pound; lilly, T7s,
52%; diamond solace, 12s, 4Sc; P. of W,
butts 47¢c; P. of W., calddics, 474c; Honey-
suckle, 78, 53¢c; Brier, 7s, 53¢; Laurel
Bright Navy, 33, 56¢; Index & thick So.
lace, 6s, 4Sc; Brunac.le Solace, 123, 4Sc.
McAlpine Tobacco Co’s plug tobacco: 0Qld Crovw,
46¢c; Woodcock, 52¢; Beaver, 63c; Jubilee,
69¢c: Anchor, 59c¢; cut tobacco: Silver Ash, 65¢;
Cut Cavendish, 70c; Senator, 8§0c; Standard
Kentucky, Jight, 85; do dark, 80c. Special
brands of cigars are quoted: Reliance, 350;
Gen. Arthur, 350; Mikado, $40; Terrier, §30
per 1000, Mauricio, §42.50; Souwdan \Whips,
§10.00; Turkish Caps, $33.00; Commercial
Traveller, §23.  Special sclects, §55; Selects,
$45; Columbia, §15; Cauucks, $40; Derby,
§33; Sports, §30. Lion L™ brand mixed
pickles in kegs, are quoted . Three gallons,
$2.50; do five gallons, $3.50; do 10 gallon
kegs, $6.50.

HARDWAKE.

There is but a light business doing in shelf
goods, while heavies are scarcely moving at all.
Collections are reported 4 little bettor, but



