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the margio’ wlneh should' b Jeft to tho i thouglyin;soine spocinl cases grocers w rould
dealer, lms ontirely disappeared. Added ) bo compoll(‘d to allow: de\ia{lous from the
to reduced prohts his:come the éxtension | latter rule. b
of the cwdxt 3) @icn\ to unhm\..ed propor- ! Winnipeg retail grocers have claimed.
D ag ono of the reasons for forming an asso
&Yi’tlutins st.xte of- thmgs e‘astnm‘ it is | ciation, that somo wholesale grocers and
Sed ‘.mme thab - ‘action should be | producs dealers in- the city havo beon- iv
the habit of¢ selling nt retail. If this
cluim ean he substantinted, it \s n just

tfu-u: condthon « There-isino reason w hy i
grocers. should’ cut each other’s: thronts |

'nlono would lead to -quite the opposite
conclusion, aad the render would Uo car-
‘ ried away with the belief that the opposi.
“tion was to be swept away root aud
; branch.  But all these predictions are
the merest conjecturo and will carry but
Jittle weight with the experienced reader.
' Thefact of the matteris, thatvutil theelec-
tion returns have been summed up, the

around for complaiit, and one which the general public cannot hove the faintest

n\ml brmtv tho.\vholo trade to the verge of |

xum,‘khrou«h a 'senseless system of reduc- |
L

mgxplohts until it would require a micros-
qope to.detect the margiu remainiing to
g!;é;denlcr.upoix his sales.  The practice is |
entiraly. without. justitication, and shows l
an utter disregard for the simplest busi:

retailers would be warranted in taking
detisive netion to preveut.  So far as the
wholesale grocers are concerned, it is not
likely that there is any very great ground
for complaint on this scove, but should
such Lo the case, wmeasuves should be taken
| to provent it

instances esen wider cost, for the purpose | of the assoviation,

ness pnncxplu., as well as a lmnental»lol 1t is to ho desired that all the retail
absence of the-cominonest kind of sense. | grovers in the civy will see it.to be their
Competition, erroncously believed to. be 1 duty to unite with the Grocers' Astocia-
the life of trade, here proves clearly that | tion, By uunited nction a great deal can
it is the-death of trade. Combination, | be accomplished toward bettering the
and not competition, is what is required, | conldition of the trade. No doubt some
fo place the grocery trade upon a healthy i dealers will hold aloof from the associa-
foundution. ! tion, and some way even continue in the

The practice of making ieaders of cer- 1 unbusinesslike practices previsusly refer-

‘tain lines of goods, whereoy such commo- ! red to, but this should not discourage

dities ure sald at or near cost, and insome | those who have wudertaken the formation
Perseverance should
of dna\vm« custom; is an.unbusinesslike : be the motto, and if conducted properly,
ptoceedm-r A fair, legitimate profit, no i-the Winnipeg Grocers’ Association  will |
wore nor no less, should Le made vpounall | nndoubtedly prove of great benefit to the
'ines-of goods handled. Jn. the.smaller 1 Fetail grovery trade of the city.

towns, where there ave general .stores, ! : -
THE LOGAL ELECTIONS.

such dealers sometites reduce the profits ,
upon:their groceries to very small marging, It has at list been aunouncéd that the

to the exclusion.of men who would engage | date of the elections for the Local Legisla-
in groceries.ulone, relying upon the dry i ture of Mauitobia has licen -definitely fix-
goods and other lines for theit profits. | ed, and that they will take place on
In. Wmmpxg grocers have -had w6 shich | December the 9th.  The nominations. for

- disadvantage to. contend: with, bat they | the same will accordingly take- place one '
‘have the'nscl\cs, by senseless competition, | week previcus to the date named, on

“had, from

reduced: the prices -of -sugers.aid some |
Qt.hm.stapjes to-about cost. 1t should be !
the first' work of the Wiunipeg Cracers’ |
Association-té restoré prices of - such cow- |
modmos, so that a fair return can be |
allseales. A grocer cannot |
legltlmately afford- to -handie-sugar-for
nothing, :any. more:than: he could udbpt
the saine.course: with tea.  In regavd. to
the credit system, customers who have
refused.to pay- ulls should he made known
to the: assocmuon -withithe understandmn !
that: svch _parties slzould uot thhrcafu-" re-
ceive-credit from- any. member of the asso-
ciation: A ‘ine, for dxsre"mdm" such
provision . might be: nutacl;ed_ A regilar
time .miglit bo arranged for.presénting
accounts, and- a- lnmt ﬁxed whereix. the

payment; of the same woutd be expected,

December the 2nd.  The House has been
called for Décomber the 16th. The ver-
dict of the provinee will therefore soon be
renderéd upon the doings of our Provin-
cial- Parliament- for the- -past four -years,
What that verdict will be it is exceedingly
difficult to fortell. Tt is said that by con-
stautly vepeating a story, though at first
knowing it to be fictitious,. a person. vill

Ainally bul'e\'c that such and such thm"s
did actdally geenr
ple, if oiic weéré to- vead: ‘the opposition

Ou the same - prmcl

papérs-only, he would loug ago have been

! force(l Lo the (.om.luslon, no matter how

reluctautly; - that " the Norquay Goveni-

ment was:iv retnovab\y lost, and is now:
-otily awaiting tlie vesuit of the- election duy

_to uncercmoniously-xesign.  On. the other
"hand o per\\':nl of the Government organs

idea as to the proboble result. One
thing, however, is certain, and that is,
that both sides have been working for
months back with a vigor scarcely ever
outrivalled- in an election contest, and
whatever the result may be, a single con-
stituency wlll not be allowed to go by de-
fault. The Government on their side
have the favorable influence which-natur-
ally pertains to the party in power, and
which especially in Manitoba, with a

small population and a proportionately
! large public patronage, will amount to no
insigmficant factor in deciding the result.

.Addéd to this is a solid French vote,

which in a closely contested election is
quite large enough to turn the scales de-
cidedly in-favor of the Government. On
the other hand the. opposition have the
opportunity. of making as inuch capital as
possible from the mistakes of the party in
power ; and that discontent and natural
" desire fon a change which must-arise, will
| undoubtedty be worked to ihe ‘bist
advantage. of those desiring to .come
into power.

One cause for regret in connection with
the jresent-campaign, and which canuot
but Le deplored by all right-thinking peo-
ple, is found in the frequent charges of
corruption preferred against their oppon-
| ents Ly both parties. It appearsto be a

case of pot calling kettle black, for -one
party is as deep 1 the mud as the other'
in the wire. “l*orgcry,‘ o perJurv " and
“ecriminglty ¥ are the pleasing epitligls
| which:have been applied by each: side to
| the opposing party, and what is- most-to
Le deplored, these charges appear to have
been substantiated’ by undeniable évi-
dence. Party politics in Manitoba. ap-
pear to have sunk to a low state irideéd,
| when such-practices have- ‘been s6 free)y
resorted to, and no stone left unturnéd to
gain a point, either: by fair meauns or foul
means.  Itiis to be hoppd thint candidates.
' who ha-e been- detected in corrupt prac-
| tices to secure their election, no matter
! to which party tliey belong, will he foreed:
! to-retire from the contest; .or inthe event
, of their remaining.jn the tield. that they:
will’ be. rele"atcd to obscurity: by the
| electors. 'l‘he cause of either po.rty is not.
| so pressing that “nscality-ad corruption
I

should be ‘condoned, for the sake of .re:
t\m.mfr a cnndldate who will: \ote for or
a"amst the Govex nment.



