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RIGHT OF BRITISIH ATTORS TO COPYRIGHITS IN
CANADA.

The Imiial legislature by the sct 3 & 4 Via., cap.
85, comnsonly called the Union Act, cnipowered Her
ýMajesty ý,he Quéén, within the Province of Canada, by and
vith the advice of the Legisiative Council and Assenbly
of the Province, to moake laws for the peace,.welrare, and
good goveramnent of the l>rovinc-such loirs not being
repuguant ", to any sct of Parliauicnt miade or to be mande,
which docs or tihal by express cnactwcnt or by necassary
intendinent cztend tu the Provinces of Upper and Lowcr
Canada, or tu, the Province of Canada" (sec. 3).

The Queco, by and wi'h the atitice of the Legislative
('ounicui and Asscwb!y of te Pruvincc, on 1Sth Scptcni-
ber, 1841, made a law eutitled, Il An Act for the protec-
tion of Copyrights i.î this Province" (4 & à Vic., c. 61).

By section 2 of the net last uîzcnitiuued, 'nnaiy persn or
persons residetnt ini the Provinace, who shail bc the autFor
of ony bouk ur buok9, &c., wiehci may bc noir macle or
composed and not printed or publisbcd, or 8hall hercafter
bc made or coxnposcd, or irbo shall inveot, design, ctch,
engrave, * * * auy print or engraving, * * * sha.1
have the sole right and liberty of printing, re-printing,
pmblisbing, and vending such book or books, &o., in irbole
or in part, for tha terni of twenty-one years froni the,

ttue of rceording the titie thercot u i thetlatiner aftcr
iucii tion cd."

Ry section 5 of themne aot ht is enatted, tbat Il no
persoaî sl-ahl bcentitikd tu tho beceli t h&is net unlcss lia
&ali, before publication, deposit a primtted copy of tia book
or books, &c., in the office ofe Ia igistritr of the P>rovince,
whieh officer is hereby diractcd and raquired tu record the
saine forthwith, in a book to be kept for that purpose," in
a given fori of irords; and hy section 6, that Ilno person
shafl ba entitled to the benefit of tkc nct, nuleas lie @hall
give information ,f copyright being securcd, by cauaeing Lu
bc insertrd in the several copies of oach and evcry edition
publisheti during the terni securcd, on the titlo page or
page immediately following iL if it be a book, tha foliowing
words, "Eterad according tu aet o? the Provincial Legia-
latitre in the year -, by A. B3., in the office of the
Rigistar of the Provinoa of Canada."

It la manifest upoma a peruual of the act, that it iras
intendeti fur thre sole bancdit of autîtors bLing residents of
the Province; British and Foreig n authors, so far as thie
sct iras concerncd, irere left irithout protection.

On 28th July, 1847, the 10 & Il Vie , cap. _", -.ts
passed by te Provincial Lsegisiature. It iras entitled,
"An .Act Lu extend the Provincial Copyright Act to par-

sons resitient in the United Kingdonn on certain condi-
tions,"~ and cnacted, titat "lfor and notwithstanding ony
thing in the sabd Provincial Act contnincd, the provisions
thereof shahi be, and the sane are ltereby extcnded to any
person or persons hein- British subjects, and residing in
Great Britian or Irelsnd, as if such person or persons were
residents in titis Province. Protidrl ata!i8, that to
entitle any such literary production or engravin-, as iii the
saiti oct inentioned, bcbng the work of any such person or
persons su residing inl Great Britain or Ircland, to the pro-
tection of the said act, it shl<aI bc printed andi pîîblishcd i0
titis Province, andi xsî, in addition tu the words direeted
to, be inscrted by the (h section of the saiti Provincial
Act, aîîd itannediately following tliterec-ftcr, contoin the
ane andi place o? abode or bosincas in dais Province, of
te printer or priaters anti pubhslter or publishers of cvery
suait littrary production or engrnmving."

So far, protection iras giron Lu Britisli autitors resident
in Great Britian or Ireland; but the protection was ouly
given iapon certain specified conditions. Neglect te cein-
ply with these, was an answer Lu, auj claim o? protection.
The conditions were reasonable, 'riz , that ne non resident,
aven though a British subjeet, sbould bava copyright iii
this Province unles.9 he printcd anmd published bîis work in
the Province. thcreby giving soii employaient to the
peopla of' the Province, and in order to avuîd mistake,
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