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They do this on the assumption that when a judge's term of service has expired
“he is anxious to wipe the dust of the law courts from his feet, and retire to the
enjoyment of his well-earned pension. This is not by any means the rule, and
indeed, except in cases of old age or failing health, judges stick to their post long
after they have “ served their time.” The life of 2 judge must be an agreeable
one, as we rarely hear of one retiring, except under ‘urgent physical circum.

---gtances; until- he can-doso full of honours.

A judge is entitled to retire on a pension after a service of fifteen years.
Five members of the High Court of Judicature have served that time and arc
entitled to the pension. They are, Sir James Hannen, President of the Probate,
Divorce and Admiralty Division; l.ord Esher, Master of the Rolls; Mr. Justice
Denman, Baron Pollock and Lord Chief Justice Coleridge. Hence we mu -
expect the usual paragraphs to go the round of the London papers during the
next forright, on the possibility or the probability of some of these gentlemen
vacating their distinguished posts,

Sir James Hannen was appointed twenty-one and a half years ago.  He has
untied more matrimonial knots than any man in Great Britain, but he will be
more conspicuously mentioned in history in connection with the Parnell com-
mission. As this inquiry is adjourned over to the next sittings, it is clear that
Sir James does not contemplate immediate retirement. The President’s salary
is no more than that of his coadjutor, Mr. Justice Butt, or anv of the common-
law judges.

Lord Esher was promoted from the common-law side of the courts to the
virtual presidency of the Appeal Court, He attains his majority this month. Of
a spitited temperament, Lord Esher sometimes gets a little impatient with vacil-
lating counsel. He has a large development of the humorous faculty, possesses
keen perspicucity and legal acumen, has an intuitive grasp of technique, and a
splendid physique. In his youthful days he was a noted athlete,  He was fam-
ous for his skill in rowing, and between 1840 and 1845 he was thrice a member
of the Cambridge crew. He stands six feet in his stockings, is in robust health,
and the rumor which yesterday found its way into some papers is but idle con-
jecture. As Marter of the Rolls he draws £6,000 a year.

Next to Lord Coleridge Mr. Justice Denman is senicr puisne judge. His
heasth has not been of the best lately. He is in his seventieth year, and earned
his retiring allowance in October two years ago. Baron Pollock is sixty-six, and
was entitled to retire last January twelvemonth. He is not quite so good of
hearing as he used to be. If there are any vacancies during the ensuing long
vacation caused by the retirement of full-service judges, one or both of the last
named wil! disappear from the list,

Lord Coleridge draws the highest salary among what may be called the
regular judges, his services being appraised at £8,000 a year. [For forty years
Lord Coleridge has been the political friend and admirer of Mr, Gladstone, with
-whose Home Rule proposition he is in hearty accord. He is a fearless, intrepid,
conscientious judge. He only sat in Parliament eight vears, viz., 1865-1873, but

: v-sn that short time he successfully graduated through the soticitor-general and




