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Although the Legislature and Council is so numerous, 
the real labour of the Executive really falls upon two or 
three pairs of shoulders—chiefly those of the Premier and 
the Attorney-General and the Commissioner of Works and 
Mines. Although the Hon. George Henry Murray, K.C., 
is only fifty, he has been the First Minister of the Crown 
in New Scotland for sixteen years, succeeding Mr. Fielding 
when the latter joined the Laurier Cabinet in 1896. Mr. 
Murray is one of those politicians who, like his party chief, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, exhibits prudence and probity in power, 
and having the honour of his country at heart fully enjoys 
the confidence of the people.

Under his political leadership, which is not likely to be 
disturbed, save by considerations of health, now, I was glad 
to find, no longer imminent, the fortunes of both land and 
people are certain to advance hopefully into the future.

Considering its unrivalled water-power facilities, New 
Scotland might easily become a great manufacturing country, 
as New England has long been. Manufacturing has made 
considerable progress in recent years ; but the Province 
only occupies the third place in manufactures, Ontario 
and Quebec far outstripping her. There are now some 
twelve hundred establishments, with a total capital, in
cluding lands, building, machinery and motive power, tools 
and implements, and working capital, of 34,586,416 dollars, 
paying out 4,395,618 dollars in wages to 21,010 men, 
women, and children.1

1 Nova Scotia puts a very small tax on its industries. The total pro
vincial and municipal taxes on manufacturing industries in the census year 
were but 73,276 dollars, and of this only 2566 dollars augmented the revenue 
of the Province.


