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history of the French Revolution, does him more justice, as
“with great intelligence and extraordinary skill in uniting
the elements of 'a party, he combined extreme activity of mind
and vast ambition,” and “it was certain that Puisaye had done
all that lay in his power.” Allison says in his “History of
Europe”: “Puisaye, whose courage rose with the difficulties
with which he was surrounded, resolved to make an effort to
raise the blockade. Full of joy and hope, he gave the signal
for the assault, and the emigrant battalions advanced with the
utmost intrepidity to the foot of the redoubts.” And in a
letter, 30th July, 1798, from Right Hon. Mr. Windham to
President Russell, the first part of it is devoted to defending
thq character of the Count de Puisaye. This he does in the
strongest terms, as he had known him through all his transac-
tions: “On the whole of his conduct I can speak with a de-
gree of knowledge that does not admit of the possibility of my
being mistaken, and I would vindicate him from every shadow
of imputation attempted to be fixed upon him, but in the
strongest manner assert his merits, knowing the calumnies
circulated against him are unfounded, and incurred by con-
duct which we must feel to be highly meritorious.”

Bonnechose, in “Lazare Hoche,” refers to de Puisaye,
and defends his conduct at Quiberon: “Few men have shown
more indefatigable activity, as much adaptabiliy, as perse-
vering a purpose, as great firmness, or were as well fitted to
triumph over all obstacles. . The most skilful was the Count,
who, in London, where he had been for six months, held
in his hands all the threads of the web woven so skilfully.
His flight should not be considered as an act of treachery.”

All this evidence must surely vindicate the Count, and
show that he was innocent and, like many others, suffered the
fate of the unsuccessful — to be blamed.

Jut we come now to his connection with Canada, and the
history of his abortive attempt to found a military colony,
which is little known.

Britain, that asylum of the exiles of all lands, was gener-
ous in material help, and we find this given as a reason for the
colonizing scheme, that the country would thus be relieved
of heavy payments to support the poor among the emigres.
In the archives there is a sketch, “political and financial,” of
the proposed settlement, undated and unsigned, but it is be-
lieved that it was drawn up by de Puisaye. It is a well writ-




