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One vital fact was entirely unknown to the Royal June

Canadian Regiment and the 7th Brigade. The
Germans in planning their attack on Mount Sorrel
and Hill 62 had not in the least forgotten the import-
ance of the knoll at Hooge. It was necessary to
capture it if the new line was to be made complete
and the Ypres salient finally broken. Their right
wing had, as has been recorded, lapped round in
the direction of the village and had been driven back
by the sturdy fire of its defenders. But long before
this they had made their plans and had driven four
mines right under the front-line trenches. When
the hour of attack at 2 p.m. came the mines were
sprung simultaneously. The aeroplane photographs
after the event show them actually overlapping in
the craters they threw up. The explosion was hor-
rible, and one entire company of the 28th perished
in it almost to the last man. Many of the remaining
company of the 28th were involved in the catas-
trophe ; the bombing posts were abandoned and the
survivors concentrated in the support trenches. Yet
so tremendous was the noise of the artillery prepara-
tion that the garrisons in the Fortified Posts behind
were quite unaware that any mines had been ex-
ploded until the survivors began to arrive, although

they were but a little distance from the scene of this
tremendous detonation.
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After this the day of the 6th witnessed some very June

fierce fighting. The Germans had already taken the

whole Canadian front line from the gap to Mount ,..

Sorrel on the morning of June 2nd, and were de-
termined to carry the remainder at Hooge on the
6th. Soon after the mines had exploded they
came forward in the usual formation with packs
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