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of our own people, their inability to readily adapt themselves to
surroundings entirely different could not do other than entail an
amount of privation and suffering which render a discontinuance of
such immigration most desirable in the interest of the Indians them-
selves. It was recognized, too, that the competition of this class of
labor, though not likely to prove effective, if left to itself, might
none the less, were the numbers to become considerable (as conceiv-
ably could happen were self-interest on the part of individuals to
be allowed to over-ride considerations of humanity and national
well-being and the importation of this class of labor . . . . per-
mitted) oceasion considerable unrest among workingmen, whose
standard of comfort is of a higher order, and who, as citizens with
family and civie obligations, have expenditures to meet and a status
to maintain which the coolie immigrant is in a position wholly to
i'_-‘nnl'l‘."

¢ Whilst effective as a means of restricting a class of immigration
unsuited to Canada, it vill be apparent that the arrangement as
herein set forth is one which finds its justification on grounds of
humanily as strong as are the economic reasons by which it is also
supported. The liberty of British subjects in India is safequarded
rather than curtailed, the traditional policy of Britain in respect to
the native races of India has been kept in mind, and the necessity of
enacting legislation either in India or in Canada which might appear
to reflect on fellow British subjects in another part of the Empire has
been wholly avoided. Nothing could be more unfortunate or mis-
leading than that the impression should go forth that Canada, in
seeking to requlate a wmatter of domestic concern, 1s_not deeply

sensible of the obligations which cilizenship within the Empire

entails. It is a recognition of this obligalion which has caused her
to adopt a course which by removing the possibilities of injustice and
friction, is best caleulated to str-ngthen the bonds of association with
the several parts, and to prom.  *the greater harmony of the whole.
In this as was to be expected, ( la has had not only the sympathy
and understanding but the hear  -o-operation of the authorities in
Great Britain and India as well

Vietoria, B.C'., May, 1911. S.S.axp L. W. H.




