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Opens the Present
(‘ampaign,

To a Multitude of Toronto
Electors.

HIS PLATFORM ENONCIATED

In Language that Leaves No Doubt as
to His Views,

WHICH ARE HEARTILY ENDORSED

‘By the Thousands of Voters Who
Were Present.

A Speech that WIll Live In History—Ad-
dressed to an Audience Such as Only
Toronto Can Turn Out — The Pavilion
Packed to Its Utmost Capacity—Hun=
dreds Unable to Find Seating Accommo-
dation—The Calleries Craced with the
Presence of Ladies—Creat Enthusiasm on
His Escort

the A ance of the L

Composed of the Leading Conservatives
of Toronto—Addresses Delivered by the
Two Toronto Members—The Whole Affair
a Cenuine Outburst of Ponular Enthusie

asm—The Conflict Is Now in Full Swing.

The Young Men's Liberal-Conservative
Club of Toronto inaugurated the provincial
campaign on Tuesday night by a mass meeting

that for the numbers in awtendance, the repre- |

sentative character of the audience, the bril.
liancy of the oratory and the splendid general
effect produced has not been exceeded in the
history of this city. The club has been an
important factor in local politics ever since
fts inception, but it never more thoroughly
demonstrated its usefulness than when it
gave the opportunity of placing the gifted
leader of the Ontario Oy position in communi-
cation with the loyal electors who have for
#o many years supported his honest and irre-
proachable policy and who are now under his
command mwarching on to certain victory.
The gathering was held in the Pavilion of
the Horticultural Gardens.  This is the

largest auditoriuin in the city, and with its

two galleries seats some thousands of
people. Last evening the doors were thrown
open at 7 o'clock, and even at that early
hour there were quite a number waiting
admittance. By 7.30 the lower floor was
well fided, and scores of ladies were as-
sembling in the main gallery, which had
been reserved for their accommodation, to.
gether with their escorts. By 8 o'clock the
house was packed to the roof, and still
electors eager to hear the political questions
of the day discussed as only the talented
representative trom the Forest City can dis-
cuss them were attempting to crowd in at
the doors.

At this time the view from the stage—as
yet unoccupied—was one not easily to he
forgotten. The great body of the hall was
one dense mass ot humanity, packed so closely
that movement was practically impossible,
Every ledge or step that could by any possi-
bility form a resting piace, either to lean or
eit upon, had been scized. The rows of seats
were jamm®d in a way that must have been,
to say the least, uncomfortable. The broad
aisle that runs around the house was filled
with standing men, the centre aisles were
fully occupied, the audience crowded
up to the platform so as to incommode the
reporters at their work, the doorways were
jammed until further entrance was im-
possible, and even beyond that, as far as
could be seen, was a view of the upturned
faces ot men who had no chance of seeing the
platform, but who had hope of catching
something at least of the strong, manly words
that came rolling through the hall as the
great leader detined the difference between
right and wrong in the government of a coun-
try.  The main gallery tormed a horseshoe of
brilliant colors, where the brightness of the
ladies’ toilets relieved the general sombreness
of male attire, and even the steps were
occupied, while up in the top gallery two
policemen were so wedged in by the
mass of people who had thronged up to
the ‘‘ gods " as a last resort that they could
not have drawn a baton had they so willed,
In a word, the numbers of the audience were
measured only by the capability of the house
to provide standing reom.

While the audience was assembling, time
was given to notice that the hall was splen-
didly decorated.  The platform was a per-
fect bower of plants and shrubs in variegated
colors, terminating at each of the wings with
a towering cactus.  Behind  this toresy

beautiful green, at the back of the plattorn:,
the loyal colorsof two  broad Union Jucks
heavy

draped folds about a streamer

bLearing

We Welcome Our Leader,

under
motio

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL.  *

Between the lurge supporting pillars of the
building were huny streamers and bannerets,
each bearing an insenption.

Ihe cotubined eflect, from a decorative
point of view, was very pleasing mdeed,
while the inscripuons ters l_\' expressed the
views of a considerable oty of the peo-
ple of Ontario,

While the audience was gathering a dis.
tinguished delegation of Conservatives had

one to the Queens hotel to escort Mr,
Slcrnlnh to the place of meeting.  This dele
gation was composed  of the officers of the
different ward Conscrvative arsociations in
the city and occupied some eightecn carriages,
They created quite n sensation as they drove
through the streets, It was hat few
minutes after eight when a slight clapping
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A word as to the receptivn of the speakers,
Me. H. E. Clarke was heartty received  and
was roundly chieered as e e point atter
point in his brief address. When the leader
came forward the scere wasone of the wildest
enthusiasm, Ladies waved ‘t.hclr handker-
chiets, nearly the enti lience rose, and
the cheering was deatening. It lasted several
Again and agan while Mr, Mere-
dith  spoke  this woo repeated.  The
mayor was accorded a recorton that, while
it must have been excecdiney gratifying to
himself, showed that he bos not lost one whit
of his popularity with the citizens of Toronto,

The chairman, Mr. W. D. McPherson,
President of the Toronto Young Men's Liberal
Conservative Association, briefly introduced
Mr. H. E. Clarke and Mr. Meredith,

Mr. H. E. Clarke's fddress.

Mr. H. E. Clarke, on coming forward, was
received with loud applavse. He said : 1
believe there is a story about the lamb who
appeared before his king, o A1 am sure it
has afforded me great pleasuie to follow my
leader.  (Applause.) I have had the honor
to represent you, and | may have the
honor to represent you in the next Assembly,
1 think 1 may be permiticd two or three
minutes to vefer to the plitform laid down
by Mr. Meredith, There 18 not a single
plank in it that won't connvend itself to the
Judguu‘l of every patriotic man in the pro.
vince of Ontario. 1t will bear  the closest
inspection, 1t gives equal 1ights to all, ex-
clusive rights to none.  Thitis the principle
that rans through the whole  platform of the
local Opposition in the Provineial Parliament.
That is a policy that must | revail, because it
is built on truth and justicc and must pre-
vail in every constitnency «omposed of the
intelligent people of the provinee of Ontario.
(Applause.)  You must have seen that the
Globe mewspaper for the [st twe or three
weeks has been making piteous appeals for a
renewal of contidence in he Mowat Aa-
ministration.  They have Leen writing up
their record, caretuily concoaiing everything
that tells against the Advinistration, and
when it fais in everything else the Globe
falls back on the personal character of the
Attorney-General of Ontaro. Now, 1 have
not a single word to say against the Hon,
Mr. Mowat. Personally 1 4 mirve and esteem
the man. I respectand esteci him personally;
but Mr. Mowat is Prime My, ster of Ontario,
and as Prime Minister he is responsible for
ail the legislation pussed through the House.
He is responsible for everything to the
Governwent, No act of that Government
can be perforn 4 without his <unction, and [
am bound to say i honestly believe many of
the acts of that Government Lave been per-
formed without Mr. Mowat s approbation
He is not the strongest mun in his own
Cabinet. (Applause.) He his a colleague
sitting alongside of him who can boast that
he has 60,000 of a solid vote at his back, and
that 60,000 of a olid vote i this Protestant
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province of Ontario! (Apviause.) Now,
we  may just as well face this thing,

because we have been facing it for a consider-
able time. It is clear it is sturing us in the
face, and we must stare it in the face, we
must look back at it.  (Appliuse.) If you
look up the tigures at the last provincial elec-
tion vou will tind that the Conservative Op.
position had a majority of about 30,000
Protestant voters in the province of Ontario,
but Mr. Mowat bad a majority of 40,000 of
the Roman Catholics, and that ditlerence
gave him the balance of power. Mr. Mowar
sitsin his seat to-day at the Lidding and
with the support only of this 60,000 of a solid

vote. That is the thing we Luve to stare
in the face at the present time. We had
30,000 of a Protestaat majority. Tam not

saying a word against our tellow citizens of
the Roman Catholic persuasion, but if they
choose to band themselves together in order
to support & policy or a party then [ think
Protestants have just as good a right to hand
themselves together, (Hear, hear, and loud
cheers.) T am glad to see you acree with me
inthat.  We had 30,000 of a n gority, but 1
trust on this occasion they wil amount to
100,000--to the Conservative candidates, and
it they do then good-bye to M. Mowat
~—(loud cheers)—then good-bye to the rule of
the hierurchy—(hear, hear)- cood-lye to
tampering with our publie schools and good.-
bye toa good many other things that we ought
to have said farewell to long aco.  (Loud ap-
lause.) After referring to the mithod adopted
v Mr. Mowat to secure a reprosentative for
himself in Toronto, Mr. Clarke continued :
Thus Toronto has only one vot, whereas she

should have five or six rejresentatives,
(Cheers.) Is  that honest  overnment ?
(Cries of “No, no.”) Under this system

there is nothing to prevent the Government
of the day trom electing all their followers
by Act of Parliament. (Hear, | There
isnothing whateverto prevent that, They can
elect them without any refcicnce to the
people.  In  this  way we stepping
towards the worst form of govornment that
was ever invented, that of the French
revolutionary form of govermient, where
the Assembly de lared themselvios elected in
perpetnity.  What is the difleroice between
a  parliament electing themse ves in per-
petuity and a parliament elcting a can-
didate who shall represent the niuority hy
Act of Parliament oniy ? The Act of Mr.
Mowat has simply been  to destroy the
intluence of the majority of the proply of this
city,  (Hear, hear.) Now, it s that
policy that we are thoroughly cpposed to, 1
am not going to discuss ir, locause we will
have other opportunities doing the eam-
paign  of discussing these  and  other
questions, It would be bad taste, indeed,
secing that we are all assenibled heie to
hear Mr. Meredith, if I were 1o tuke up any
more of your time.  Mr. Merc hith's platform
is going to cnange all that, wd is going Vo
give us an  honest  Government,  (Loud
cheers.)  Mr. Meredith's position is equality
for everyone, and equal rizhis for everyone,
with no special tavor for anyone or for any
party in the state. (Applaie.) These are
things that will wll be discusced by-and-bye.
We Msve been singing during the last week,
Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Mowat's hour has
come, Now, Mr. Meredith + hour bas come,
We know the hour has cone. and we know
the man.  Both the hour ant the man have
come, and we are now roealy to hear Mr,
Meredith,  (Loud and prolon ged cheers.)
Mr. Meredith's Ac ress.

Mr. Meredith on coming torward  was re-
ceived with deafcuing applanse,  After the
long outhurst of enthinsiasi lad subsid ed the
leader spoke as follows :
M. Coamenas, Lannis
1w indeed gratetul for 1o warm welcome
which you have given we upon this my hirst
appearance betore an audicnce of the city of
Toronto assembled npon tho eve of an elee
tion, Audl may say to you tiat never in the
course of my political oy neey  which ex-
tends now over w period ol cighteen years,

N GENTLEMEN,

have I risen  to address an andience  with
a greater sense of  t ponsibility that
rested upon  me, and of the necessity
of my discharging my duty properly, fear-
lessly and justly in the toe of the people.
l.\;.rl.umn: I kuow, My Chairman, that
the burning questions of the day are delicate

questions, I know that ti
with regard to winieh people
members of the Copservat

to-diny members of the Copgervative party,
are extremely sensitive upoy, Therefore, in
endeavoring to speak Upon them to-nigot, I
hope that no word that | shall utter will
give offence 1o the ities  or
lirious convictions any
his faith may In (Applause.) Tt
would, Mr. Chairmoan, be alrogether out of the
question that I should v pight enter upon
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Meredith ! to my mind the burning questions in “onnec-

tion with the elections—those questions of
geveral policy upon which we are at issue
with the Government of My, Mowat.  The
Covernment of Mre, Mowat hus now been in
power for some seventeen  or o eighteen
Vears n this province of  Ontario,
and 1w is  again  appealing  to  the

eleetors of the province for a rencewal of their
confidence, and 1 perccive from the observa-
tions which are made in the press supporting
the Government of Mr. Mowat and by those
advocating his canse throughont the country
that they challenge eriticism upon the finan-
cal record of the Government, upon its
legislation  and  upon it administrative
actions, and with regard to these three
branches I shall endeavor to say o fow brief
words, and | will ask your attention to the
consideration of these topics,  Now, I think
that if I come to compare the Administration
of the Hon, Oliver Mowat with any Adminis-
tration in this country the fair compari.

son to make is with the Administration
that  preceded  bhim in the  province
of  Ontario, led by Hon. Sandficld
Macdonald ; not an  entirely  Conserva-

tive Government, hut a Government largely
Conservative in its essential featares. Now, 1
see that the people are beginning  to under-
stand day by day what an excelient Govern-
ment that was which first ruled the destinies
of the province of Ontario. (Applause.) |
see also that Mr. Mowat and those who
speak for his Government talk, and any
man  may talk, with pride of the pro-
gress of the provinee of Ontario during the
last eighteen years ; they talk of the magniti-
cent justitutions, which speak to the humani-
tarian of the great charity and  benevolence
of the people of the province ; of the magniti-
cent drainage which has made the great
western portion of the province which years
ago was but a wilderness and swamp, many
parts of it now are some of the finest
portions of Ontario ; they speak about
the magnificent railway system which inter-
locks and interlaces the whole of the
province of Ontario,  Mr. Mowat's support.
ers speak with pride of these tings, and
point to them as something of their accom-
plishment.  But I say that the man to whom
credit is to be given 1s the man who inau-
gurated and set on foot this great scheme,
the master mind who puat them on foot, and

upon whose footsteps Hon. Oliver Mowat has |

followed, the man who now lies silent in his

grave, and who was driven from power
by the Government  which  tollowed
him, and which s now n power.

I ask, sir, to compare the economical record
of that Government with the Government of
to-day.  The accumulated savings for the
tour years while they had been in office was
£4,000,000, almost all of which has been spent
and almost nothing left in the treasury by
the Government who succeeded him,  Now,
I do not propose, Mr. Chairman, to enter into
anything like a review of the financial situa-
tion of the province of Ontario,
Administration of the Crown Lands.

I desire now tosay a word or two with
regard to the Crown Lands Department and
its administration.  You are aware that the
Crown Lands Department is one of the reve.
nue-producing sources of Ontario.  Now, one
of the matters on which the Conservative Op-
position has taken issue with the Govern-
ment of Mr. Mowat is with regard to the
contiol of these timber limits.  We main-
tain the doctrine of responsibility of Gov-
ernment.  You all know the members of that
Parliament are the representatives of the

vople , yet, sir, the Government of Mr.
Klnwu( has persistently kept the right of
selling these lands without going down to
the Legislature and asking their consent to
the placing of these timber limits upon the
market,  We have stated that this was not
in accordance with true principle, and that
the Government of the day, or any Govern-
ment, was bound to come down as the
people’s  representatives  and  ask  them
before  they part with the timber
limits  and  place  them upon
matket.  Why, sir, the administration of
Mr. Sandfield Maedonald thought it was not
in the public interest that we should dispose
of more of these limits, and what was the
first act when Mr. Blake's Government came
into power but to place five thousand square
miles upon the market and to dispose of the
timber standing upon this 5,000 square miles,
and, sir, what was the result in regard to
that sale ?  lostead of there being a demand
for the timber that was there, for years and
YCArs not an axe was put in a single stick of
the timber that was there, and

that  were made in IS8 of  lots
which the purchasers at that sale in
INT2  refused  to  take evidenced the

enormous sum that the province of Ontario
had lost by placing these npon the murket.
Instead of this advance passing into the
cotfers of Ontario it passed into the hands
of the owners of these timber limits,  Why,
a return was brought down to the House of
the sale, as I have mentioned to you, of some
of these limits which the purchasers had re-
fused to take at the sale in 1872, and which,
thercfore, may be tuken to be the very worst
of the lot, and one ot these timber  limits, 36
miles in extent (I am giving yea the  highest
price), was sold for 70 amile in 18572 and sold
1 ISSS for S600 & square mile,  (Cheers,)
These matters were never brovght prom.
inently before the public, who had no direct
and inmediate control through their repre-
sentatives of the territorinl revenues of On-
tario.  We on the Opposition have been very
anxious that the province should take stock
of their timber,  Suppose anyone engaged in
& timber operation would say ** 1 am going to
spend from year to year beyond my  income
and out of my revenue, but will take nostock
of my resources.”  This I am prepared to say
any intelligent business man wounld condemn,
Well, this is the way Mr. Mowat has been
going on.  The Opposition proposed that a
commission should be appointed to investigate
and look into the timber resources of the

rovinee,  That commission was voted down,
The Government refused to permit that en-
quiry, although they granted a mining com-

mission which was in a measure due to the
result  of the Opposition’s  request in
connection  with  the timber  enquiry,

The Crown Lund Commissioner says there are
£ 36,000,000 Lelonging to Ontario.  He can-
not vouch for that statement, and I claim
that we <hould insist upon an enquiry and
examination into what the assets of the pro-
vince are.  ‘lhe gentiemen  who are support-
ing Mr. Mowat vring forward the idea that
the timber policy of Ontario compares favor-
ably with that in Ottawa. I say this is not
the way in which this question should be
dealt with, We have i Ontario settled npon
certain ways to dispose of our timber, and 1t
is idle to make any  comparison with  what
is done at Ottawa and  what is  done here,
and the electors ought not to be led away by
a determination of what is done at Ottawa,
My sphere is within provineial polities and
I wm not here to criticise any action of
the Dominion Govermment, which  should
be p|u|n-l'lv dealt  with there h_\' the
proper authonties,  We are here concerned
with the provinee of Ontario, and it be-
hooves you to look at in that way,

Laws Placed on Statute Book.
Credit is taken by the Covernment
gard to the daws they have
statute book, No doubit they are entitled
to a certain amount of ercdit 1tor what they
have done, but T el the Opposition is en

in re.
placed on the

titled to an equal wmount of credit for the
laws which stand on the statute book. It
has been admitted on the loor of the House

by fair criticisin that the Opposition merited
this. ‘There is some logislation we do not
clatm credit tor, 1 there s a sulijeet upon
which we would expect mproved legisiation

it s in regard to the purity of clections. The
teformers say their party is the party of
writy,  (Laughter) T aw dealing with the
Mowat Government,  Sinee 1 have been a

member of the Provineial Assembly, in IN72,
tour or five men were relieved of ther disquah
fieation, and agmn Dre Dowling was relieved
at the instance of Mr. Mowat,  In connection
with the trial of Dr, Dowlhing, | want to read
you a letter trom  the Attorney-General,
Now, on the 15th March, 1583, Mr. Mowat
writes as follows to Mre, John A, Harvey ¢
MY Drar S, 1 have your letter of the 12th
March, From whial you say of your services to
the Liberal party you certainly are entitied 1o
overy consideration.  As your letter is marked
pravale 1 canuol withoul your perwission cowe

the |

the sales |

|
municate its contents 1o D Dowling, The ap-

pointiment must be made on his recommenda-
m though his nominee must be a it person,
With regard to your taking sieps to uns

WL hin
do not forget that by Uuseating Dr. Dowling,
should this be in your r accomplish
something much e t, and that is

you do an injury tot wiuse which you have so
fone supporied.” T have Bob yet seen the copy of
the Pembroke Obscrver Which you mention in
your P.=, as having sent e, O, Mowar.,

Jut that was not the lust communication.
On the 2nd April he wrote as follows :

My DEAk Sii—1 have your letter of the 26th,
wrtly through absence from the city and
( 1 business 1 have not
1t is really impossible to
deal with the inspector=hip, excent through Dr.,
Dowling. Tam extiremcly sorey for the trouble
that has arisen about il I think it probable
that 1 may have betore Lng an opportunity of
recognizing yonr continied services (as 1 have
learned from you) to the party, thongh there is
no opening inany of the departments Jnst now,
1 hope that in the general interest you will do
what you ean to defeat 1he petition, which I see
has been fled, and ther by atford another proof
of your good feeling townards us,

ours trin'y, 0. Mowar.

John A. Harvey, Esq.. Renfrew, Ont.

I want to call your attention to the last
words in this letter—** I hope in the general
interest you will do what you can to defeat
the petition which has been filed, thereby
atfording another proof ot your good feeling
towards us,” (Laughter and cheers.) Here
was the Attorney-General writing to a man
who had declared that he had ground upon
which a member should be unseated and
disqualified.  We have the Attorney-General
appealing to this man pot to press this peti-
tion,no matter if the law was not vindicated,
lest it might hurt the Liberal party. So you
see a good man can sometimes go a little
astray. (Cheers.)  Ahother fault I find
with regard to

This Election Law
is that during the last two sessions Mr.
Whituey, one of the members from the east:
ern portion of the proviuce—from the county
of Dundas—in order to secure purity at elec-
tions, in order to put down the debased,
corrupt practice of purchasing men’s votes—
and 1 venture to think no more debased, cor-
rupt, no more abominable thing can be
spoken of than the purchasing or trafficking
in the vote of the etector.  (Hear, hear.) In
order to put down thatkind of thing, I'say, he
introduced last session and the session before
a bill giving judges the power to  impose im-
prisonment upon  those who were guilty of
these oflences—indeed, I shonld  say, to im-
pose imprisonment us well asa fine. And
what he said was that in this country, bor-
dering on the United States, with only the
river  St.  Lawrence between us  and
the American terrvitory, the Americans
came over the river and  corrupted
the electors and  the constituencies, and
Canadian voters were ! 4 to vote by designing
men. He further o1 that we could
have pure elections un s, besides the power
to convict by fine, there was the power to
punish the party engaged in buying a voie as
well as the voter who engaged in selling by
imprisonment,  And what would you reason-
ably expect Mr. Mowat to do in such a case ?
Do you not think he ghould have reasonably
been expected to pass sach a measare? No!
Instead of doing that he and his supporters
voted it down on both occasions and Mr.

Whitney was unable to put it on the
statute book as one of the laws of
the land. I say, then, this is a

matter which makes Mr. Mowat worthy
of the condemnation of the whole electorate
of the province, Now, Mr. Chairman, to
the Reformers of this country, I believe, is
due largely the credit of having given to this
province municipal institutions, and I think
when they gave to the province municipal
institutions they gave it one ot the greatest
boons that could be conferred on a free com-
munity—(applause)—because when 1 look
I think there can be no better means of
educating our people —our democratic people
—to the high responsibility of citizenship
and governing themselves than by bringing
the power as near as possible to the people, as
in the school districts and asin the municipal
communities as they are formed throughout
the country. And it seems to me the proper
policy in tnis country ought to be to
Extend as Far as Possible

the power to these municipal bodies. (Ap-
planse.)  Bat, instes' of doing that, the
whole policy of the Government of the day
has been to withdraw this power from the
municipalities and to throw doubt upon the
advisability of extending these powers in the
direction which, I say, they ought to be ex-
tended ; and one of the offences which [
charge against the Government is that it has
Lieen stretching out its hands in all diree-
tions, centralizing power and bringing it into
use to the advantace of the party in power
for the time being. I ‘took a little
memorandum  within the last day or so of
what they did within a short time with
regard  to one, or two, or three
classes of offices, in order to show you
the extent to which this system, centered
in the Government, is used, and to show you
that such power in the public interest ought
not to be w their hands. They bave tauken
into their hands the appointment of 321
Division Court clerks and 347 Division Court
bailifis, making a total of 668 in all.  These
otficers draw salaries or fees varying from
£50 10 22,500 or 3,000 per year each. Then
they have appointed 279 license commission-
ers, 52 jailers and other ofticers, making a
total of 1,095 appointees, to say nothing of
police magistrates and the army of oflicials
in connection  with  the departments,
particularly  the Crown Lands  Depart-
ment.  Now, with regard to this matter
of the appointment to othices, I say it is one
of the eviis of the presoit day the number
of young men who are looking ont for Gov-
ernment offices.  There should be as few of
these offices in any Government’'s hands as
possible.  Itis not well in a country like
ours that the Government of the day should
be possessed of the enormous patronage
that from time to time the Government of
Mr. Mowat is gathering to itself. When we
come to discuss these questions let us see
whether the Governnent  discussed them on
the grounds of public interest. And in this
connection let me mention

Two Instances

familiar to those present, because they
affect the city ot Toronto  the tax-
payers  of  Toronto, We have adopted

the principle that where the fees payable to
an oflicer exceed & certain sum - beyond a
reasonable remuneration the surplus should
be given back to the public chest.  There
was one man holding the office of sheriff of
Toronto who received fees to the amount of
about 216,000 per yeur, but instead of giving
back tie surplus fees 1o the city Mr. Mowat
divided this office into two, 50 as to lengthen
his list of patronage.  No, 1 am not finding
fault with Mr. Mowat's son, who holds the
otlice of sheritl.  (Laughter and applanse.)
I think tie persons who formed the  deputa-
tion that proposed to Me, Mowat to appoint
hisson were the most _rievously disappointed,
secing thatinstead of tnding him standing like
adamiant azainst such a course, he gracionsly
accepted the position on behalf of his  son,
(Laughter.)
Toronto Rogistry Office.

Then, Mr. Chairnoo, another question  is
the question of the rogistry otlice of Toronto,
There s another cooof this Kind, W hat
did this Governmeoov do? Instead of e
creasing the amonnt waich should go  to To
ronto, they satd, “ Hore is a case in which it
1% our right to provid: tor one of our friends,”
I huve not a word to gy as to the friend they
have provided for. (e has done  yeoman
work for his party, tat I hope he will cease
to do any more Yeoan serviee, and  attend
to the duties of his o ce. (Laughter.) How-
ever, instead of the Covernment increasing the
wionnt thatshould oo o the ety they divided
tie oliice and wade Peter Ryan a second
registrar,  Aud the o two gentlemen, I be-
heve, sitin the san o otlice and take in the
money instead of the curplus passing into the
hands ot the city of [oronto,  (Hear, hear.)
I come now to the « o tion of

The License Law.
I see one of those 1 ot1os on the wall, which
the Young Couscrvative  Associntion  has
placed there- - Nop partisan  License Sys.
tene” Tam glad 10 see that there, becanse
I think that one of the most grievous sins of
the Admimistration o the day is their ad
winistration of the fguor license system in
Lils proviuce,  (Clicers,) Now, Mi, Moweb

not 4

and his friends throughout Lave been per- |
sistently saving that they took this upon |
themselves reluctandy, that they did ot

want to do it, that petitions came 1 from

the temperance people of the country pressing

upon them to take control of the license sys-

tem or they would not have done so. Members |
of the House had  heard  this statement  so
often thaty the almost thought this was  so,
until my triend Mr. Creighton, who is some-
what of a doubting Thomas, says : ** This
does not strike me  as being a fuct.”  He
hunted up the petitions, and he produced
them last session, and  contronted them with
the petitions, and nothing of the sort was
voiced in those petitions.  (Appiause.) You
will recollect, gentlemen, that at the time of
the appointment of the commissioners in the
first place, Mr. Mowat promised, in order
that tEe thing should be perfectly fair and
just, that one of these commissioners should
be sppointed from the Conscrvative party.
He  had  nothing to  conceal; e
was  going to  be perfectly fair.
That is the way your liberties are taken
away—fair professions and perhaps honest
practises for a little while, and the true
thing is ultimately carried out. He did ap-
goint a few Conservatives on the boards, but
e did not do it long, and ultimately there
were none but the hottest Reformers to be
found on these boards. What was the ex-
cuse? Conservatives could not be found to
carry out the law, and the Administration
were bound to have persons in sympathy
with them to carry out the law. I say that
was a foul slander upon the Conservative
temperance people of this country. Now
then, you have had some experience of the
working of .this system in Toronto. I want
to kuow whether you think it works fairly.
1 want to know whether you think it is an
honest system, or whether it is not an ad-
ministration to a large extent in the interest
of the party of the day. (Cries of ** Yes,
es.”) The public press denounced it.
Vhen we came into the House one does not
like to act simply upon the unsupported
statement of the newspapers, but with re-
gard to these matters with which the news-
papers were dealing, it is pretty ditlicult for
one of these hotelkeepers, becanse his  busi-
ness depends upon getting his license, to
n{:;u his mouth and state what he knows
about these things, I believe the case will
be on the 5th of June, when you sweep
ont .this Government—(loud cheers)—that
there shall be such an opening of the mouths
of these men that there shall be stories told
enough almost to make the walls of this
house tumble down, (Cheers.) Now it is
stated, perhaps with some truth, that these
hotel keepers have to pay through the nose,
no matter what their political complexions
may be, for the election funds of the Reform
party, and other little side shows of that
kind for the Government of the day. Tdon't
wonder, therefore, that Mr. Mowat and his
friends hang to this licensing system if it is
doing all that tor them, as well as enabling

them to control to a considerable ex-
tent the people in the business. I don't |
wonder at their hanging on to it. (Hear.i

|

hear.) Now, we have fortunately under oath
the examination of a prominent brewer in
connection with this matter.  We have his
statement, It has been in print, and no
doubt this audience, a reading audience, have
seen it.  He swore upon nis oath thatin a
Dominion clection he went around with Mr.
Mackenzie, a license inspector, to the tavern-
keepers of Hamilton for the purpose of
influencing them. Mackenzie, the license
inspector, and the brewer did not go to any-
body eise but the hotelkeepers. He advised
them to vote for the Reform candidate,
because it was in the interest of the liquor
dealers to be on the side of the Mowat |
Government. Now, I ask you, gentlemen, why
would it be to the interest of the liquor
dealers to be on the side of the Mowat Gov.
ernment, unless the Mowat Government
could improperly refuse them what they
ought to get, or improperly give them what
they ought not to have. This is a fair and
legitimate conclusion to that statement.
What we eay in regard to that matter is that
we have confidernce in the people. We say |
we do not want these license commissioners
appointed on the nomination of the Govern-
ment candidate for the constituency, whether
he is elected or defeated. That is just the
way it is done. Now, let us illustrate that.
Here in Toronto you have a gentleman
elected by Act of Parliament representing |
the minority ot the citizens of Toronto,

a respectable minority likely. Who ap-

points the license comnussioners for Toronto ?

John Leys, the minority representative for |
the city of Toronto. (Loud langhter and

applause.) Now, what is the policy that the |
Opposition propose ? We say in cities and |
towns separated fiom counties that three |
commissioners shall be elected directly by the I
people ; then you would have the very best

men in the community.  You would have no

party heelers, I don’t want to say anything |
to hurt the feelings of anybody who has

occupied the position of a license commis- |
sioner in Toronto. Dut, take these men |
from the first time appointed until now, |

with perhaps two or three spasmodie virtu-
ons exceptions on the eve of an|
election, and how many of them would

be eiected by the oty of Toronto?
(Cries of ** None,” ** None of them.,”) 1
want to know how many of them would be
elected that way to administer this import-
ant branch of the public service,  Then we
gay in other portions of the country, because
there are dithiculties in having a direct
popular vote with regard to them, the com-
missioners should be appointed by the county

councils,  Nome say, * Oh, but these
county councils would bhe just as par-
tisan as the Government of the day.”

I admit that there is a certain amount of
partisanship in the county councils, but it is
not entirely partisan as under the present
system.  The evil pnow is that in the long
run the whole of the trafi: will be at the
merey of the Government of the country, and
sometimes the Government of the countr, at
the mercy of this traflic, which, by combined
force, can demand concessions which are not
i the public wterest.  (Applause.) There
fore hold  that there ought to  be
decentralization in regard to this system and
that each locality should have the appoint-
ment in that locality of men whon they
have confidence i to aduiinister this import.
ant branch of the public service. (Ap-
planse.) That is one question u'rou which,
if we have the orpnrl.unity of doing so, we
intend to place a law on the statute book of

the province of Ontario. (Applause.) But

some temperance people who have been
led away on this question & you
are  rvestoring  to  the municipalities
the power of controlling  the uraflic

and they point back to the time that the
trathe was controlled by the municipalities,
when the evil of intemperance more  widely
existed and  clim  that the law was not as
much in the public interest as it i now. But
these gentlemen forget that one great feature
of the Crooks Act, the best teature of it,
which limits the number of licenses to he
ulnlllwl i cach communty, makes matters
ditferent now  so that 1t would not be as it
was betore when a commission chose to grant

as many licenses  as they pleased, And s
nothing  to be sand about the great
advance in the  temperance  sentinent
of  this  commumty during  the  Jast
fifteen or sixteen years?  Lam glad to say
that an immense wave of temperance has |

swept throughout  the  country  during the
last eigivteen  years, that there s been
great decrease in the  drinking habits of the
community < (applause) and that to that is
due the increased wad dmproved condition,
and  which is increasing  and  improving
thronghout the province of Ontario, and be

community and make the people more tem
perate must be  cminent Yy the  general
mterest, and shonld be  promoted by any
honest citizen,  (Applause.) | come now,
My, Chairman, to say & word or two to you |
in regard to
The Education Department, {
|
|

cause  whatever opinions  men may  have
upon  the  license  system  or  prohibn. |
tion  everybody  must  oagree  that  to |
Jessen the  amount of  drinking i ||m1

|

I thiuk, sir, that the times are beginning
to satisfy most people that we made a hoge
mistake when we pat a political head in |

control of the Education Department.  (Loud | comunssion was appoeinted from the friends of

applause.) 1 kuow thav the gieat weight of | the Governuicu of the day,

! come to the queston referred to in this motto

ent to the laws, vou must come here and
learn  our  language.  (Applause.) On
| these conditions we tell them that
we are  rewdy  to receive them,

Dr. Ryerson's name is given to the change
made, but those who have followed the
history of the subject must have seen that
Dr. Ryerson did not always entertain that
view, and it was with great reluctance in
the dechning years of his life he expressed
that opinion. — bBut, whatever views Dr,
Ryerson might have entertained, and how-

I'ever great Dr. Ryerson's experience might

have been, | venture to say that the House

was mistaken and that it was a great
pity when that change was made. If
there is one thing more than another
that ought to be kept lugh  above

ordinary political strife it is the education of
our children.  (Applause.) I do not sym-
pathize with those who are always talking
about * the nmad of polities”; I do not
sympathize with those who live in the higher
atmosphere of the social and moral plane,
who are always sneering at those engaged in
political lite,  (Applause.) This is an every-
day business world, and in the battle of
political life the liberties of the people are
fought out and the government of the country
carried on.  The people attend to these
things, and I say [:linle it never—(loud
Aprllu‘e)—l)ll!, however pure you make
politics, as long as men are men, and as long
as men will become partisan, so long  will it
be dangerous to bring the education of the
children within the arena of political strife.
Let me ask any intelligent, honest, fair-
minded man in this province to answer me
this question : Does he not believe that if
the Government, having a responsible Minis-
ter at its head, is committed to a particy-
lar lime of policy that Government's
supporters  in the House will nov
defend its policy more readily so as
to strengthen the Government's hands?
No, on the other side, the men oppored to it
are more likely to attack the Government
than they would le if the department were
non-partisan.  Therefore, I say that the
system which is the best for the country is
the system which has not a political chiet at
the head of the department, but a non-
peliticalhieadexisting,asintheoldsystem, with
some kind of a council of public instiuction
comprising the most ex perienced educationists

|
|

| was greatly aroused,

£ thecountry. (Applause.) Thatsystem isthe |

system we advocate, the system which |
think is in the best interest of the people of
the country. | want to point out this, that
every cne of those amendments to the sepa-
rate school law hias been made since the Edu-

political head. (Avplause.) 1 don't say

cation Departinent was presided over by a i

whether that is a coincidence or a conse-
quence ot this matter which I have been

speaking  to  you  upon, but I
simply  wish  to point  out  to  you
this  fact, that every one of the

changes made in the separate school law has
been made since a responsible Minister was
placed at the head of the department. On
the occasion of ny London address a few
months ago, 1 rei -red to the increase in re-
cent years which (as taken place in the num-
ber of the separate schools of the province,
and that this increase has also taken place
since, and began when a political head

was placed n control of the Educa-
tion  Department. I don't say that
the argument is  conclusive, but the

circumstance is worthy of consideration,
The French Schools.

I now come to a question upon which I de-
sire to speak with tue utmost frankness. 1

betore me, ** Euzlish Schools in Ontario.”
(Loud applause.) | recognize, Mr, Chairman,
that there never can be greatness in this Do-
minicn, composcdl  of  different  races
and  differc rationalities, if we are
constautly quarrelling  one  with  the
other, |1 recognize that our French-Canadian

fellow-citizens are in the main loyal to this
great Domnion and to the Mother Land 5 I |
am willing to testity to the services rendered
by them to Canada and the Mother Land in
regard to the preservation of this glorious
Canada as a part of the domimons of the |
Mother Land ; I am willing to recognize the |
beauty of the French language ; I am willing |

to recognize it as one of the most |
beautiful Jangiages on  the face of |
the earth; lut at the same time
I say in this English  province

of Outacio we are bound to have our schools
Enclish schools. (Loud applause.) I am

tosay that the commissioners wilfully mis-
stated anything, but I do say that the com-
missioners went ther e with the intention of
not iujuring the Government any more than
was absolutely necessury by the investigation
they made and the report they made to the
public.  What was in that report ? What
did it indicate ? It indicated that in many
of the schools the teachers were wholly

incompetent  to  teach a  wordl of
Euglish, that in many of the schools
the teaching of English was practically

nil, that in many of the schools—the
ublic schools of the provinee bear in mind—
books containing religious education in the
Roman Catholic faith were in use, although
objected to by the parents ot Protestant
children lttcnl{ing these schools, and there
were also put in evidence the facts that some
religious emblems peculiar to the Rontan
Cathiolic faith were r:uu-l in these schools,
1 ask, was that a creditable thing in the pro-
vince of Ontario, and should that state of
things exist in our public schools? It seems
to e it was not, and it was Mr. Ross’ duty
—Wwho is paid a reasonable salary as a publi¢
servant to perform these high duties—to have
himself gone down and made an examination,
and see how matters stood, and I venture tg
say if he had done so he would nog
have answered Mr. Craig as he did,
Why, sir, the very book which Mr, Craig

roduced in the House, which was denied by
1v. Ross as having been used in the schools,
was reported upon by the commissioners as
having been used to a considerable extent in
the schools, and reported as a book thag
ought to be sent out from the schools ad
once.  And more than that, In the report,
which I have now in my hand, it is stated
that Mr. Ross had received from his own
inspector—Mr. Summerby—a list of the
books in use, and this Sy!labaire des Ecoles
Chretiennes wis one of the very books
used,  Yet in face of that document
Mr. Ross hooted Mr, Craig's statement
and  denied it in  toto, and as
1 said before there would have been no en-
quiry had it not becn that public fecling
Then what did Mr,
Mowat say last session when this matter was
being discussed in the House ? He said the
report of these commissioners bronght out
nothing that was not known to the Govern-
ment. If what this commissioners’ report
contains was known to the Government, then
that in itself, I say, is sufficient to induce
the people of the province to say that they
are no longer worthy of the contidence ot the
people.  (Cheers.) To bring this matter to a
point what did the Opposition do? A bill
was introduced last session—I have it here—
by Mr. Craig for the purpose of dealing with
this subject, and unless 1 tire you by doing
it, I should like to mention what some of the
principal features of this bill are. (Cries of
*“No, no” and “ Goon.”) The tirst section
of the bill provides that English shall be the
language ot every public and separate school
in this provinee. (Loud and prolonged cheers,)
It then provided that except as to section 7
no other language than the English language
shall be taught in any public er separate
school in the province. It then provided
that no teacher should be employed or per-
mitted to teach in any public or separate
school in this province unless capable of
speaking the English language and conduct-
ing the proceedings of the school according
to the programme of studies in the English
language. It provided that if a child could
not  receive instruction in  English it
may be permissible for the teacher to in-
struct him in the tongue he could under-
stand.  That was to mect the case of a little
French child who goes to school not know-
ing a word o English and who, it is con-
tended, cannot be taught in any other way.
Perhaps there is some force in that, and it

| was intended to meet that plea in the pro-

vision I have referred to in this bill. There
ie, however, a school of languages, which is
making some progress, which does not be-
lieve in teaching through the language
known by the pupil, but instead they take an
object and instruct the pupil in the word ot
the particular languag: which stands for the
f:rtirnlar object.  In the face of this system

don’t think the objection is quite as strong
as some of the gentlemen who urged it said it
wae, Then, in order to see that this law was
enforced or carried out, it was provided thar
it should be the duty of the school inspector

not going to say anything about French as it | to report once in every six months upon every

law of the land the French  language exists
there, but that bas nothing to do with On-
tavio, and I am tulking about Ontario. 1
say that in Ontio 1t 1s the fundamental ,
duty of the people to see that their schools

exists in the province of Quebee. By the l
|

are made Koglish  schools at once. |
(Loud applause.)  We are willing in
this  land  to  receive foreigners from

every land : from old France, from Germany,
Switzerland and every country under the
sun ; we tell them they will tind this country
the tinest in the world, that they will have
free homes and tree institutions, but we say
to them, you must come here and be obedi-

Now, there is a peculiar condition of things
with regard to French in the eastern part of
the provinee of Untario.  We have upon one
side of us the province ot Quebee with one of
her counties crocsing the Ottawa river and
forming a wedge in the province of Ontario,
Alongside of that has grown a settlement
mainly of Frencli people.  We cannot permit
that portion of the province of Ontario to be

ractically a part of the province of Quebec.
Vhile we welcome these  French-Canadians
within our borders we must say to them,
“When you come in make your schools Eng-
hsh and become Fnilish-speaking citizens of
the provinee ot Ontario.” 1 do not mean to
say that they shall forget their mother
tongue, but I do say that in the schools
which they attend the language shall be
the language of the public schools of Ontario,
That 1s the more amportant 1 view of the
position taken by a section of the provinee of
Quebee.  We have had the declaration made
by a leading public man of the province of
Quebec that they intended to establish upon
this continent 4 French and Roman Catholic
nation, and ti«t they are going by a peace-
ful conquest vitimately to have Ontario,

A Voice —Never,

I do not mean to say that there is any
danger of the people of Ontario allowing that
to be done, but I do say that when you find
a portion of our people holding to a view of
that  Kkind, it 15 of the utmost im.
portance to sce that when they come
within the province of Ontario  they
should  conform to our  laws and  the
language of English schools in that pro-
vinee, (Uheors) 1 do not blame the Gov.
ernment for thie state of things they found
exigting there in the first instance,  Unfor.
tunately, in yoors gone by it was permitted
that the Fronen language should bLe the
language of tiese schools,

What | Do #lame the Covernment for

is that, when thewr attention was called to
the fact, they denied the state of things that
was there, wod persisted in their denial un-
til they were forced to change 1t. The pub.
lic press had in the first place, with that en-
terprise W hich  characterizes  them, ne
down into ! counties ot Prescott and
Russell, and they published the state ot
things that existed there.  Mr. Ciaig had
his attention called to the matter,  He was
a thonghttul man, a Christian man and a

%

eredit to the provinee of Ontaro, and my
only regret is that  he  may not have
a seat o the coming House.  Mr. Craig

called attention to the state of things and
made a specelin the House. My, Ross rose,
foilowing hiv, and instead of aceepting Mr.
Craig's statements and the evidence which he
produced, mer him by the positive denial of
that state of things which Mr, Craig said
was existing in these counties,  He said the
condition of these schools was fair.  The
whole matter would have passed ofl there
and then with nothing more being done, bes
canse I am bound to admit that what Mr,
McCarthy and others said i probably true,
that the Government \\wlh\ have done
nothing bad not public sentiment been work
ed up.  Then this commission was appointed
to go down and examine those schools.  That

1 do uet mesn

| four hours was to be the whole

| London in the month of

school under nis charge in which any other
than the Englich is taught, and in such re-

| port to certify as to whetier the provisions

of this Act were complied with, and any
violations thereof which had taken place, and
also to report at lcast every six months the
number of pupils attending each school
under his charge who are not able to receive
instruction by means of the English tongue.
Then it was also provided that the teacher
who should be guiity of a wilful violation of
the provisions of the Act should be no longer
a teacher in any public or scparate school of
this province. This was a drastic propo-
tion, but it was necessary to have the law
properly and fairly carried out. It went on
to provide :

And whereas, in certain portions of the pro-
vince it has been permitted for many years past
that a language other than the English be
taught in the schools, and it is expedient to
make temporary provision with regard to the
schools therein : 1t is refore enacted that in
those parts of the provines in which schools
now exist wherein any lanzuage other than the
English 13 taught, such other language may,
until the Legislature shall otherwise enact, be
continued to be taught for such period, not ex-
cecding one hour per day, as the trustecs may
direct,

You will see there that the teaching in a
foreign tongue was to be then as a temporary
means in those places where it was then
Leing taught, and was limited to one hour
per day. Then it was provided, if it was
tound by the report of the inspector that the

rovisions of this Act were not in zood taith
in any school being carried out, then that ex-
ception which I have read should no longer
apply to that school. 1 ask you, gentlemen,
was that not a fair bill *  Is there any pro-
vision in that bill unjust to any class of the
community ?  (Cries of *“ No.”y  Well, that
bill was voted down by the Government of
the day. ‘That bill, it was said, should not
become law, amd, as 1 said, it was voted
down, What is Mr. Ross’ excuse for all
this? What did he say? He says: *Two
years before any announcement was made
about this matter I had commenced to deal
with the question, and already had made
some provision by regulation in my depart.
ment." Itis true he passed a regalation in
1585 by which he made some provision for
teaching in Enghish, whether German or
French was the langnage of the school.  But
before these regulations were passed the ex-
isting regulations required that in every
school Engiish should be taught to all the
children. No far as the regulations were
concerned they went further in the direction
of having English taught than did  the
regulation  of Mr. Ross', (Hear, hear.)
Now, let me ask yon what he put as the
minimum of Eoglish to e taught in these
schools. For the first and second classes two
hours a week, and for the third and fourth
classes four hours a week.  T'wo  hours and
amouut of
English compulsorily to be tanght in those
schools ! 1 ask you, Mr. Chairman, ladies
and gentlemen, to say whether in that  pro-

vision Mr. Ross showed that he grasped the
subject at all  in the sepse that the
people  of the  province want him to
grasp it, in the  way  that  he

should have carried it out? 1 ask you at the
coming elections to say whether you indorse
the |m|il'_\' of the l)pp-m"iull or the |\nlicy of
My, Mowat's Government in regard to this
matter,  (Applause.)

Separate School Lerislation.

1 come probably to the mest important
question with which you will have to deal
in the coming elections, That is,the question
of the amendments to the Separate Sehool
Act ot 1863, (Loud applause.) 1 have observed
recently that in scme of the public news.
papers it has been recorded that certaiu
members of the Opposition have been to
Ottawa and have made a compact either for
me, ovin my name, by which the position
that 1 took in the speech which I had the
to deliver to my fellow-citizens of
December last was
to be abandoned for the purpose of receiving
the support of the Dominion Government 3
thay wad W wbauden  thay  pesition

honor



