
paws, he bowed right and left to the spectators, and
made a speech in laudation of Joqard. His grimaces

and gesticulation kept the crowd in a roar; when
addressing the Princess, his manner was respectful,

even courtierly. Joqard and he had travelled the

world over; they had been through the Far E^ast,

and through the lands of the Frank and Gaul; they

had crossed Europe from Paris to the Black Sea, and
up to the Crimea; they had appeared before the great

everywhere—Indian Rajahs, Tartar Khans, Persian

Shahs, Turkish Sultans ; there was no language they

did not understand. The bear, he insisted, was the

wisest of animals, the most susceptible of education,

the most capable and willing in service. This the

ancients understood better than the moderns, for in

recognition of his superiority they had twice exalted

him to the Heavens, and in both instances near the

star that knew no deviation. The hamari was a

master of amplification, and his anecdotes never

failed their purpose.
*' Now," he said, " I do not care what the subject'of

discourse may be ; one thing is true—my audience is

always composed of believers and unbelievers; and
as between them "—here he addressed himself to the

Princess—"as between them, O Most Illustrious of

women, my difficulty has been to determine which
class is most to be feared. Every philosopher must
admit there is quite as much danger in the man who
withholds his faith when it ought to be given, as in his

opposite who hurries to yield it without reason. My
rule as an auditor is to wait for demonstration. So "

—turning to the assemblage—"if here any man or

woman doubts that the bear is the wisest of animals,

and Joqard the most learned and accomplished of

bears, I will prove it."


