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of Trade, who framed a new report upon

the information of thefe papers and their

own inquiries, which having been cou-

fidered by the Privy Council, their

Lordlhips referred all the papers to the

advocate, attorney, and folicitor general,

dire^ing thofe great law officers to make

feparate reports upon the whole of what

was now laid before them.
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The reports of thefe learned gentle-

men contained a great variety of propo-

fitions ; but, like the opinions of moft

Jearned gentlemen, they were very dif-

ferent from each other. And thus it

fell out, that, after all the pains which

had been taken to procure the beft and

ableft advice, the minifters were in a

great meafure left to adt upon their own

judgement. ;, . .,..

In this lituation it was natural to have

recourfe to precedents ; and thofe, which

had any fimilarity to the prefent cafe,

were carefully examined. ..
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