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tommon focc3g^ aficf he granted by his Maj<ifly, his heirs and fuccelTors, to be hotden in- free and

^ common foccage.

Ownrrsnfgood» X. Pfovidcd alfo, That it ihall and may be lawful to and for every perfon that

fJiae b) win, ic. is owner of any lands, goods, or credits, in the faid province, and that has a rl^ht to

alienate the faid lands, goods, or credits, in his or her life-time, by deed of lale, gift,

or otherwife, todcvife or bequeath the fame at his or her death, by his or her lail will

and teflamenti any lawr, ufage, or cuflom, heretofore or now »prcvailini{' in the pro-

vince, to the contrary hereof in any-wifc notwitliftanding; fuch will being executed,

either acrordiqgto the laws of Canada, or according to ihe forms, prcfcribed by the

^aivs of England.

Crimitiaiiaw of * XI. And whcrcaS tTie certainty and lenity of the Criminal Law of England, and

fomi'iTutd'In^dic
* the benefits and advantages rclulting from the ufe of it, have been fenfibly felt by

pr^Tinee. « the inhabitants, from an experience of more than nine years, during which it has
"* been uniforinly adminiftered;' be it thereof further enafted by the authority afore.

. faid, That the fame (hall continue to be adminiftered, and (hall be obferved as law in

the province of Quebec, as Well in the defcription and quality of the offence as in the

.method of profccutioB and trial; and thcpunilhmcnis and f' rfeitures thereby inflifted
' ' to the txclufion of every other rule of Criminal Law, or mode of proceeding thereon,

which did or might prevail in the faid province before the year of our Lord one thou-

fand feven hundred and. fixty-four; any thing in this Acl to the contrary thereof in

any refpeft notwithflanding;' fnbjed neverthelefs -to fuch alterations and amendments
as the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time being,

•by and with the advice and confent of the Legillative Council of the faid pi evince,

hereafter to be appointed, fliall, from time to time, can fc to be made therein; in

. jnanncr herein-al^er direfled.

"'•.M»if'!y"^»y * XH. And whereas it maybe neceffary to ordain many regulations for the future

fMX 'afhTr^of * welfare and good government of the proviixe of Quebec, the occafions of which can-
iheproviuce;

' not now be forefcen, nor, without much delay and inconvenience, be provided for,

* without intru fling that authority, for a certain time, and under proper reftriftions, to

* perfons refident there; And whereas it is.at prefont inexpedient to call an Affembly
;'

• be it therefore enafled by the authority aforeCaid, That it fliall and may be lawful for his

-Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, by warrant under his or their Signet or Sign Manual,
and with the advice of the Privy Council, to conftitute and appoint a Council for the

affairs of the,province of Quebec, to confifl of fuch perfons refident there, not ex-
ceedmg twenty-three, nor lefs than feventeen, as his Majefty, his heirs and fucccffors,

fliall be pleafed to appoint; and, upon the death, removal, or abfence of any of the

members of the faid Council, in like manner to conftitute and appoint fuch and fo

many other perfon or perfons as fliall be necellary to fupply the vacancy or vacancies;
which Council, fo appointed and nominated, or the major part thereof, fliall have

.'
, ^ - 4)ower and authority to make Ordinances for the peace, welfare, and good government,

, ," ,, ' ^f the faid province, with the confent of his Majcfty's Governor, or, in 'as abfence,

A ofthe Lieutenant Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time being.

The Council are
^HL Provided always, That nothing in this Aft contained fliall extend to autho-

not inipowertd Tizc Or impowcr the faid Legiflative Council to lay any taxes or duties within the faid
«oUyuxci, province, fuch rates and t • .es only excepted as the inhabitants of any townordiftrift

within

which Council
may make orcl!<

naaces, with con-
fent of ihc Cover*
or.

'. t


