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than lago hates himself. He allows Iago to exhibit him­
self in his own way, as nature does. Every character, if 
justice is to be done to it, must be painted at its best, as 
it appears to itself ; and a man impressed deeply wjth re­
ligious convictions is generally incapable of the sympathy 
which would give him an insight into what lie disapproves 
and dislikes. And yet Bunyan, intensely religious as he 
was, and narrow as his theology was, is always human. 
His genius remains fresh and vigorous under the least 
promising conditions. All mankind being under sin to­
gether, he has no favourites to flatter, no opponents to mis­
represent. There is a kindliness in his descriptions even 
of the Evil One’s attacks upon himself.

The Pilgrim's Progress, though professedly an allegoric 
story of the Protestant plan of salvation, is conceived in 
the large, wide spirit of humanity itself. Anglo-Câtholic 
and Lutheran, Calvinist and Deist can alike read it with 
delight, and find their own theories in it. Even the Ro­
manist has only to blot out a few paragraphs, and can dis­
cover no purer model of a Christian life to place in the 
hands of his children. The religion of The Pilgrim's 
Progress is the religion which must be always and every­
where, as long as man believes that he has a soul and is 
responsible for his actions ; and thus it is that, while theo­
logical folios once devoured as manna from Heaven now 
lie on the bookshelves dead as Egyptian mummies, this 
book is wrought into the mind and memory of every well- 
conditioned English or American child ; while the matured 
man, furnished with all the knowledge which literature can 
teach him, still finds the adventures of Christian as charm­
ing as the adventures of Ulysses or Æneas. He sees there 
the reflexion of himself, the familiar features of his own 
nature, which remain the same from era to era. Time
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