Such co ndltlo are 2 growing mena 2, of the world
which depends on an ever-increasing rol of itself by human
In the Fer Ea such i threatening vanish.

governmments,
in their

, have any responsibility
h{re or else they have
they cannot begin to
ischarge it unless : remselves some instrument
for collecting the it me, with t which no one can rightly
Judge what ought to be done. We know of no question of first
rate importance in respect miich such information is so
conspicuously lacking. . Detter information is needed by the
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obvious course is stablisl common agency ifor obtaining
such information, w180 10 meet from time to time to discuss
with each other what thi int ation means. The secretariot
and periodic conference organi d in the firdt instance by a

few public spirited men in this Islond is the practical as well
as the logical outcome of this position. It ought in our view
to be strongly supported by all elsewhere who feel that as
private citizens they are called upon to think how great politi-
cal problems can be saved from drifting to violent solutions.

We do not say that the Institute of Pacific Relations is
as yet such an instrument. We arc definitely of opinion that
it can be made so0, and also that in the course of this conference
important steps have been taken in that direction. Those who
initiated the Institute were 1n rgely influenced by religious
motives. But since they have realized that the objects which
they had in view were 2lso political, they have stood aside
end left the future construction of what they had founded to
people more accustomed to think in political terms. The
publications of the Institutc have not been frece from an element
of propaganda. As our own experience has taught us an instru-
ment for political study ngk little value unless it is purged
from propaganda in ony shape or form. That vital truth has been
rncounlzba by 8ll p: ”tlcu here. It forms the basis of the
constitution framed in the course of this conference, copy of
which I enclosc. It is as you sece signed with our general
approval by Sir Frederick Whyte. But so far zs the Royal Insti=-
tute is concerncd it has no effect whatever un 135 or--until Bt
is ratified by the Council of that body.

Bnclosed for your informotion is 2 membership directory,
study of which will suggest another defect in the conference
whlcﬂ remains to be remedied in future years. The Americans in
organizing their party adopted the same plan as the Institute
in London with the same results. Months before we both formed

panels of suitable members who might join the party. At the
last moment most of the business men on the panels found them-
selves unable to go. And the same was generally true of the




