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Monday, June 28, 1948.

The Sonate met at. 3 p.m., the Speaker ini
the Ch-air.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

NATIONAL CAPITAL

MOTION

Hon. WISHART McL. ROBERTSON
mov-ed:

That this bouse is of the opinion,-
(1) That the requirements cf a national capi-

tal involve, from tinie te tinue, developments cf
a character beyond the municipal improvements
ordinarily required in other cities;

(2) That the development ot a national capi-
tal, is at least iii part a national responsibility,
in view of the tact tliat Ottawa is designated
Ny the British 'North Arnerica Act te Ne tbe
capital cf Canada;

(3) T'hat the carrying out cf planned im-
prox enents requires; a clear expression of inten-
tien te preceed xx hh necessary developments in
a manat r xvhicb will ensure continuity;

(4) 'flot it is deisirable that ail developmeats
of the capital should be ie accerdance witb an
approved plan whieh bas regard te the position
of tbe city et Ottawa as a national capital in
the present. and te its probable needs as the
capital ot Canada iii u ars to colre.5) Tbat a .special accoanit la the censolidlated
revenue tend, te Ne know n as the national capi-
tal fun(l, sheuld lie createti te which appropria-
tion rnay be mlatie auuuually by parliament over
a peried et r-ears cf the amounts require(l frein
time te tiune te meet the cests et sncb projerts
as may lie recommended, by the tederal district
commiussion and approx ed Ny the geverner in
couincil tor tle deveiopiment cf tIe national
ca pital and the surrounding area, in accordance
witbi the plan;

(6) That it is (lesiralile tînt the work, neces-
sary te this cnd be iiinder tbe supervisien of tbe
Federal District Commission, distinct froia its
ordinary operationsý;

(7) that the expend-iture cf meneys for tbese
purposes should Ne conditional on tbe effective
ce-eperation et tbe city of Ottawa and otbcr
municipalities xithin the national capital dis-
trict.

He said: I have asked the bonouraible sena-
tor from Thunder Bay (Hon. Mr. Paterson)
te speak to, tbis resolution. As honeturable
senators will remember, he was chairman of
the committee that had before it representa-
tives cf tbe Federal; District Commission, and
con.sidered plans and long-term proposals in
connection wjth the city of Ottawa.

Hon. -NORMAN MeL. PATERSON: Hon-
curable senators, it would take at least a two-
heur speech te properly handle this subject.
As it is a bot day, and I have neyer made a
two-hour speech in my life, I shaîl only burden
yeu for fifteen cr twenty minutes.

This is an ea.y motion to speak to, because
it is about your city, my city, the most beauti-
fui city in Canada-Ottawa. As we aIl know,
it is located on the confluence of tbree rivers,
the Rideau, the Gatineau, and that, wonderful
river, the Ottawa, which provides a waterway
towards the sea for navigation by boats of a
limited size.

The bistorical value of Ottawa cannot be
stressed too much. Samuel Champlain passed
the site of Ottawa in 1613. In 1800 Philemon
Wright established a settlement where the
city of Hull now stands, and in about 1820 one
Nicholas Sparks came over to this side of the
river and located on ]and which is now in the
heart of Ottawa. In 1827 this settiement was
given the name Bytown. In 1854 it became
Ottawa. and in 1857 was cliosen by Queen Vic-
toria as the capital et Canada. Ten years later,
in 1867. the Britih North America Act con-
firnîcd it as the c-apital of Canada. wbich it xvas
to rernain until otberwise directed hy Her
Majesty.

Through the years Ottawa has dcvelopcd as
a diplomatic centre. At the pre' ent time there
are twenty-five or thirty foreign offices or
o gencies in Ottawa, represcnting varjous ceea-
tries throughout the world. and eventually
there xvili be over seventy. From this it will
Ne seen that as time gees on the city will
irncrease in size and importance.

The xidoi cf planning abead in the devel-
opment cf tlîis city is well illustrated by what,
liappenend te WVashington. Ia 1791 Washington
anil Jefferson cemrniss-ioncd Pierre Charles
IL'Enfants te prepare plans for the dcx elop-
muent of that city. At that time there were
oaly 4.000.000 people living in the United
States, and the capital was planned for a
population of froma 500,000 to 800,000 inhabit-
ats. The plan provoked great ridicule, and

ia 1825 it was abnndoned. However, in 1900
it xvas again proceeded with, and, although the
cast xvas terrifie, a magnificent city was created
out cf a piece cf flat land.

The Ottawa plans cf Jacques GreNer and
bis associates cover a future peried cf from
eighty te a hundred years. There is ne inten-
tien at this time cf appropriating the full
ameunt cf money te be spent on these wonder-
fuI plans, but something has te be started new.
The city is growing rapidly and the transporta-
tion system needs immediate attention.
Moneys are required for alterations which are
te be worked eut in accerdance with the
general plan. If these alterations are net made
flow by the Federal District Commission. the
City cf Ottawa itscîf might proceed te niake
changes that would net be in line xxith the
general long-distance plan. Consequently. the


