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In tic United States, thc rate of imprîsonment is higher than
anywhere cisc in the world. Despite thc fact that, in 1990, they
were spending more than $70 billion on correctional, judicial
and police services, thcy had Uic highest rates in Uic world for
murder, robbery and rape. We must try to solve Uic crime
probiem through prévention rather Uian repression, yet Uic bill
faveurs Uic latter.

The Reform. Party wants even more répression an we can sec
from Uic amendments Uiey are proposing. It wants to iower Uic
minimum age for crimninal responsibility to 10 and Uic maxi-
mum to 15. Reformers would like Uic identity of young offend-
crs 14 andi ovcr to be matie public, and in somc cases even Uic
identity of those between 10 and 13 ycars of age. They want Uic
criminal records of young offenders to be kept and, finally, they
want parents to be legally responsible for illegal acts committed
by their chiltiren.

As a rctired teacher who taught at Uic high schooi anti coilege
leveis for 46 years, I can tell you that Uic violent and repressive
mnethotis proposeti in these amendments to Uic Young Offenders
Act arc not Uic solution to Uic prévention of crime among young
people. A zero tolérance policy towards violence in school often
exacerbates violent behaviour rather than preventing it. Mcdi-
ation and prévention programs against violence in schools
woulti be more effective than expulsion and possible imprison-
ment of offenders.

In Uic twelfth report of Uic Standing Committee on Justice andi
Uic Solicitor General, it is mentionedti Uat '-abused chiltiren
are Uiree times more likcly than Uic rest of Uic population to
become violent aduits. Physically abuseti chiltiren are five times
an iikciy to be violent an adults towards a family member".

We are ail revoiteti by violence, and 1 mean violence among
young people as well an adults. However, these past fcw years,
the average number of people under 18 chargeti wiUi homnicide
han been considerably lower than in Uic 1970s. According to
national crime statistics, only a minority of young offenders are
involveti crimes against in violent crimes, In 1991, 70 per cent
of ail fedéral charges against young offenders involved crimes
against property. The media are creating a climate of fear by
reporting violent crimes in a spectacular manner, as if wc were
faceti with an epitiemic or Uic plague.

On June 9, 1994, Uic newspaper Le Droit reportedti Uat Uic
chief coroner, Pierre Morin, saiti at a press conférence in Hull
that thc suicide rate in Québec was a disaster. In 1992, there
were 1,246 suicides, around 100 of themn involving young
Quebecers. One of thé main cause is often relatedt theUi stress
suffèred by young people tiuring Uic juticial proceu.

Many researchers believe that economnic conditio,
impact on crime levels. We have a striking example c
the violence happening now in Russia whefe the crir
reached gigantic proportions during the présent econc
In the United States there is ne reai variation of the cr
the states waging the usuai fight against crime.

Furthernorc, in 1992, maximum sentences under
Offenders Act went from three to five years. W,
statistics to prove the effcctiventess of such measure*
wait for the resuits?

For ail these reasons 1 will vote against this bill wh
nothing to reduce thc crime rate amtong young o:
support whoieheartedly thc amendment submitted b3
ber of the Officiai Opposition for Saint-Hubert askii
House refuse to proceed with the second reading of
which is based on a répressive principle.

[EngIish]

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River): Madam Spe
tonight to address Bill C-37. I will say along with
members that we will support this bil. I also must S
do so only for lack of a better alternative in this 11,

This bill is a step in thc right direction but it still fO
the nccessary changes that wouid alter thc tragic cour
crime today. 1 am pieasantiy surprised that Uic Lit
decided to tackle the issue of youth crime. Events 0'
few months should have been a cicar indication te di
ment that much more stringent amendmnents are cailci
fact necessary.

The horrendous drive-by murder on Elgin Street
and Uic death of a fellow House of Commons cousir
river in Hull are two alarming examples of the state
justice conccrning youth in thc capital region atone

When thousands of Aibertans gathered in EdrnOfit
that is ciosest to my home, on May 8 of this year te
overhaul of Uic Young Offenders Act, Uic goveC0U
have reaiized that thc people want reai change 31
cosmetic change.

The current justice minister's response te this al"
of criminai justice in Canada han been: "I lflsist thi
this issue in peçspective and 1 repeat thi Uic justic
Uic whole is ini vcry good shape".

Bill C-37 is a bill Uiat was obviously tailored b:2
minister. It han ail the hallmarks of a governliiCt tl
thc justice system is in good shape. It would nc
Edmontonians and thc family of Barb Danelcsko thi
system is in good shape.
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