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suggesting that the minister consider June 11 as the target date, I 
ask that she plan for a specific date for the introduction of what 
will be significant and important legislation for all of us.

As a member of Parliament from the prairies I want to bring to 
the minister’s attention the example of the burrowing owl. It has 
been listed as endangered for years. It is a small owl with the 
unusual habit of nesting underground.

Ms. Hedy Fry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of 
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last Thursday the Deputy Prime 
Minister in her role as Minister of the Environment met three 
young children who came from three Canadian cities, Calgary, 
London and Moncton, asking this Parliament to do more to 
protect endangered species.

The biggest threat to its survival I am told is the use of a 
particularly toxic pesticide called carbofuran. There are other 
chemicals that could be used to do the same thing. Some farmers 
have joined a World Wildlife Fund program to save the burrow
ing owl by setting aside certain parts of their fields, but their 
actions are purely voluntary.

As the hon. member has noted, on that same day the minister 
released a discussion paper for a new framework to protect 
endangered species. That paper sets out a national framework 
for comprehensive protection of all endangered species in 
Canada. Currently there are 236 endangered, threatened and 
vulnerable animal and plant species in this country.

At the same time as this activity is going on at the federal 
level, the registration of carbofuran is still under review by 
Agriculture Canada. If Canada had endangered species legisla
tion, alternatives for carbofuran could be mandated to protect 
the burrowing owl before it slides further toward extinction.

We released this paper to stimulate public thought and discus
sion. In January and February there will be public consultations. 
We need the views of scientists, aboriginal people and environ
mentalists, as well as farmers, fishermen, labour groups, busi
nesses and local communities.

It should be noted that Canada played a leadership role at the 
Rio de Janeiro international United Nations environment con
ference in the negotiation of the biodiversity convention now 
signed by 160 countries. Canada would therefore have an 
obligation in international law to live up to its terms which 
include a commitment to establish legislation or regulations for 
the protection of threatened species and populations. The discussion paper sees federal framework legislation as 

one component of a national approach that could be introduced 
in the House next spring. This legislation could establish a 
national, independent, scientific body and it could also set up a 
process for assessing the status of species considered to be 
nationally endangered. The species listing from that process 
would become a schedule under the federal act but also could be 
incorporated into provincial legislation.

In follow up, the House Standing Committee on the Environ
ment in November 1992 unanimously agreed to consider the 
necessary legislation that would act to protect species, habitat, 
ecosystems and biodiversity in Canada. We have yet to live up to 
that commitment or the recommendation of the committee.

Canada, we recognize, does have divided and overlapping 
jurisdictions but it is essential that Canada’s federal, provincial 
and aboriginal leaders work in a co-ordinated way to ensure that 
this happens as soon as possible.

The federal government cannot nor does it want to move alone 
to ensure protection for all species. We need to work closely 
with the provinces. A national approach to endangered species 
protection will allow federal and provincial actions to comple
ment each other, not compete.

The Rio convention on biological diversity was signed by 
Canada on June 11,1992. The convention stands for the recogni
tion of the value measured as economic value, aesthetic value, 
value from ecological services and even the spiritual value of 
maintaining the wealth of plant and animal species and of their 
genetic diversity found on the planet earth.

We are only going to succeed to save endangered species if all 
Canadians co-operate and if we listen to the concerns of all 
Canadians. We must ensure that federal and provincial laws 
work together. That is the only way we can save our endangered 
species.

It would be most appropriate for Canada’s first federal 
legislation dealing with species protection to be ready for 
introduction on June 11, 1995, the third anniversary of the 
signing of the convention.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Pursuant to Standing 
Order 38, the motion to adjourn the House is now deemed to 
have been adopted.

Accordingly, this House stands adjourned until tomorrow at 2 
p.m. pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).The Minister of the Environment has indicated in the discus

sion paper that she and her department will consult with 
Canadians with an idea to bringing in new legislation. In (The House adjourned at 7.28 p.m.)


