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park or do anything it wants.” The owners have told me:
“Madam Bourgault, we do not want someday to find
ourselves, through circumstances, with a park adjacent
to our backyards, a park that could eventually belong to
aboriginal people.” This situation presents a particular
problem for those residents, a problem that the govern-
ment, as well as the municipality and the federal negotia-
tor, must take into account.

Those are only a few of the problems. Of course, all
those people and organizations have retained the ser-
vices of lawyers. There are several lawyers from various
firms involved in this issue who try, as best they can, to
protect the interests of their clients. There is all kinds of
speculation; there is a lot of hearsay, “I heard that”,
“maybe that”, and “possibilities that”. In fact, there are
so many rumors that we must absolutely establish a
communication process as soon as possible.

The Hon. Monique Landry has two big responsibilities
since, on the one hand, as minister of state for Indian
affairs, she is responsible for aboriginal rights and, on the
other hand, as a minister for the region of Laval—Rive-
Nord, she is the regional responsible minister. There-
fore, she finds herself in a rather difficult position, but I
must say that she works very hard. She has never stopped
working on this issue, and she was always available when
people wanted to meet with her. She has done all that
she can and I must say that she does not always get the
necessary support, including from myself as well as from
aboriginal people that do not necessarily support her
efforts. This issue is so unique and so complex that we
must look at it in a unique fashion. It is not easy for a
government to find a unique solution to a unique
problem.

It is for all those reasons, Mr. Speaker, that I propose
the creation of the Société Immobiliere Oka-Kanesa-
take, of which I would like to enumerate some objec-
tives: to transfer the reunification of lands process, as
well as the budget allocated by Treasury Board for that
purpose, to a local authority; to allow more open
negotiations, by establishing a legitimate intermediary
between the two communities; to reduce the over-all
costs of the reunification of lands; to accelerate negoti-
ations at every level by reducing to a minimum the
present delays; to bring together the two communities; to
ensure stability and continuity to the negotiation process;
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to create a favourable climate for the economic and
social development of the communities, and so on.

The government has decided to open a local public
works office to accelerate the process as regards any-
thing that can be negotiated at the table. When negotia-
tors come to the conclusion that a piece of land is
necessary for unification purposes, rather than wait until
the end, and in order to solve the problem of non-abo-
riginal people that are like hostages in those negoti-
ations, Public Works Canada will act immediately. The
office just opened and there have been problems be-
cause aboriginal people have demonstrated to keep that
office from opening. Once again, this was because of a
lack of communication and because the aboriginal peo-
ple did not know the role of that office. This office is
there to answer legitimate questions from the people,
such as: “Is my house being considered? Is it going to be
bought or not?”
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Finally, Mr. Speaker, the coalition and the Chamber of
Commerce are still holding meetings and I think that it is
not only up to the federal government or the provincial
government to settle the problems of these two commu-
nities. They will have to learn to compromise in order to
live together. They have no choice. Nobody is about to be
deported and the federal government will not expropri-
ate. One Mirabel was enough. We do not want to create
another similar situation.

Therefore, it is a matter of mutual agreement. But
again, there must be consistency. We cannot buy up all of
Oka. The federal government cannot acquire the owner-
ship of the whole area and the Mohawks from Kanesa-
take must understand that white people are living there
too and will continue to do so. That is the way it is and
there is nothing we can do about it. The two communi-
ties must immediately start to look for local means to
help one another understand their respective specific
needs and interests.

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced that the government
made the right decision when it decided to open an office
there, although I have to admit that, personally, I would
have preferred all matters to go through a Société
Immobiliere Oka-Kanesatake. We did resolve the sensi-
tive issue of Mirabel expropriations with the Société
Immobiliére du Canada in Mirabel, and things went just
fine. The local people dealt with the government offi-



